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Rip carries the strange old man’s barrel up the mountain
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Rip sees that the inn has changed
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The count and Herman von Starkenfaust ride through the forest
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Rip van Winkle

Chapter 1

In the year 1765, Rip van Winkle lived in a vil-
lage at the foot of the Catskill mountains. He
was a very simple and kind man, a friend and
helper to all the people in the village.

Rip’s wife was very unkind to him, but he did
not get angry with her. He did everything that
she told him to do, but he kept away from her as
much as he could. Perhaps he was so kind to
others because she was so unkind to him. All
the people of the village loved him, and the
children were very happy with him. He played
with them; he made things for them.

Rip did not like work. He was not really lazy.
He worked very hard at the things he liked
doing: he used to sit all day on a wet rock
catching fish; he used to walk all day up hills
and in forests with his gun.

He worked very hard helping a friend to
gather his corn, or to build a wall. He helped
the women in their gardens or cleaning their
houses, or carrying home things from the shop.

He was ready to do anyone’s work, but not
his own. He did not look after his own land and
his garden. Long grass grew in his field; his
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Rip van Winkle

cow got into the garden and ate the plants. He
did not look after his family. The children’s
clothes were old and dirty. His son, Rip, had the
oldest and dirtiest clothes of them all.

But Rip himself was always happy. His wife
talked and talked angrily at him all day. She
talked about his laziness and the way he treated
his family. But he did not answer, and so she
went on talking — and he went outside.

Rip had a dog named Wolf. Rip’s wife did
not like Wolf: she drove him out of the house
and threw things at him. Wolf did not like her.

There was an inn in the village. It was called
“King George the Third” and there was a pic-
ture of King George outside. The men of the
village used to sit outside the inn on fine days,
talking and drinking. There was Derick Brum-
mel, the schoolteacher; he was wise and used
long words. There was Nicholas Vedder, the
innkeeper; he sat there all day with a long pipe
in his mouth. Rip used to go and sit there to get
away from his home. But his wife drove him
away from there, so Rip used to take his gun
and go away into the forest with Wolf.

Chapter 2
One afternoon, Rip went on and on through the
forest till he came to the foot of one of the
highest Catskill mountains. He went up - and
up. At last he felt tired and sat down on a little
grassy hill. Through an opening in the trees he
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