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PREFACE
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Though I never arrived at the petfection 1 had been so
ambitious of obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet I
was, by the endeavor, a better and 3 happier man than
I otherwise should have been if T had not attempted it

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

‘ 2 ®Bite-Size Franklin



5
wmqpuw"

RERNAKRZBHRFTLRB X, FEANTE, {2
RERBEARBREAIBRTERENS . EthF. RE
FERAARBLT, RATRAXLERK,

—KKRAF LA




FRANKLIN ON FRANKLIN

[Epitaph for himself composed in 1728, at age
twenty-two ]

The Body of

Benjamin Franklin

Printer

(Like the cover of an old book,

Its contents torn out

And stripped of its lettering and gilding)
Lies here, food for worms.

But the work shall not be lost

For it will (as he believed) appear once more
In a new and more elegant edition
Revised and Corrected

By

The Author.
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I grew tired of meekness when I saw it without effect.
Of late therefore I have been saucy, and in two papers,
Rules for Reducing a Great Empire to a Small One;
and, An Edict of the King of Prussia, 1 have held up a
looking glass in which some ministers may see their ugly
faces, and their nation its injustice. Those papers have
been much taken notice of, many are pleased with them
and a few very angry, who I am told will wake me feel
their Resentment which I must bear as well as I can,

and shall bear the better if any public good is done.

[ Writing from Paris] I know you wish you could see
me; but, as you can't, I will describe myself to you.
Figure me in your mind as jolly as formerly, and as
strong and hearty, only a few years older; very plainly
dressed, wearing my thin grey straight hair, that peeps
out under my only coiffure, a fine fur cap, which
comes down my forehead almost to my spectacles. Think
how this must appear among the powdered heads of
Paris!

I am very happy in being at home, where I am allowed
to know when I have eat enough, and drink enough, am
watm enough, and sit in a place that I like and nobody
pretends to know what I feel better than I do myself.
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You desite me to send you all the political pieces I have
been the author of. I have never kept them. They were
most of them written occasionally for transient purposes,
and having done their business, they die and are forgot-
ten. I could as easily make a collection for you of all the
past patings of my nails.

I have now been upwards of 50 years employed in public
offices. When I informed your good friend that I was
ordered to France, being then 70 years old, and ob-
served that the public, having as it were eaten my flesh,
seemed now resolved to pick my bones, he replied that
he approved their taste, for that the nearer the bone the

sweeter the meat.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desite with all
humility to acknowledge, that I own the mentioned
happiness of my past life to his kind providence, which

led me to the means I used and gave them success.
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