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Geographical Features

Qingdao is a port city situated in the southeastern
part of Shandong Peninsula. Its location slopes from
south to north , giving the city a hilly urban area. The
constructions inside the city are built on the rolling
hills, resulting in an unique physical feature for the
city. With a zigzag coastline and a number of
off- shore islands, Qingdao boasts quite a few beaches,
which match very well with the green mountains in the
city. Most of the tourist attractions are in the southern
part of the city, while the harbours are located on the
castern coast. Jiaozhou Bay, deep and spacious, gives
Qingdao a number of fine ice-free harbours. The
Yellow Island oil terminal is in the east of the Bay,

Qingdao has, under its administration, 6 counties,
namely Laoshan, Jimo, Laixi, Pingdu, Jiaoxian and
Jiaonan and 6 urban districts. It covers an area of
10, 654 skm and has a total population of 6. 26
millions. The city has convenient sea, railway and air
transportation services.

Qingdao enjoys a typical oceanic climate, being
moderate and pleasant in all seasons. Its average

annual temperature is 12.2 °C and the precipitation is
702 mm in a year .

History in Brief

Qingdao had always been under the administra—
tion of Jimo County in the old days. Starting from the
Song Dynasty, ships began to call at its harbour. As a
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result, it gradually became a trading port in North
China. During the Qing Dynasty, the harbour was
removed to Qingdao Bay.In the year of 1891, the Qing
Government sent some troops to be stationed there
city and it began to be developed into a city.

Foreign Trade

Qingdao harbour, with an annual volume of 26
millions tons of cargo handled ,is the second-largest in
North China and takes the fourth place in the country,
after Shanghai, Dalian, and Guaagzhou.The § US 5
billion- worth trade volume through the port in a year
makes Qingdao  the fifth largest trading portin
China. It has established business relations with a large
number of countries and regions in the world,
including Japan, F. R. Germany, France, the United
States, Sweden, Switzerland , Finland, Italy, Australia
and Hong Kong. It handles over 4, 000 port calls by
foreign as well as domestic vessels and 600, 000 foreign
and Chinese passengers every year.

Qingdao is also an important “ showcase” for
China. The Yellow Island in the vicinity of the city is
not only the location of a large oil harbour, but also
has a 15 skm-large Economic Development Zone,
which is still being developed in the western part of
Xuejiadao Township. The special zone will
accomendate joint ventures, co-operation enterprises,
foreign invested ventures and joint scientific research
institutions. Their emphasis will be on the development
of electronics industry, metre and instrument- making,
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light industry, food-processing, textile industry and
marine development technology.

Industry

Qingdao has a sound industrial foundation with a
well balanced industrial system. It is particularly
known for its light, textile,chemical, electronics, machin-
ery, metallurgical and building materials industries.
Now it has 2, 400 industrial enterprises with an annual
output value of over 10 billion yuan, giving Qingdao
the position as one of the 17 Chinese cities with a
yearly industrial output value of over 10 billion yuan.
The output value of Qingdao’ s textile industry
accounts for 20 % of the city’ s total. It produces
about one thousand varieties of products. They include
variou kinds of silks, carded and combed woolien piece
goods and other fine fabrics . These products are ex-
ported to 75 foreign countries and regions, making up
one half of the textile exports of the province.

Qingdao’s food industry has a long history and its
beverages- making is especially well- known . Among its
products are Laoshan Mineral Water, Qingdao Beer
and various wines, They enjoy a good reputation both
at home and abroad. Qingdao Beer, with its golden
colour and special taste, has an international appeal .
Its production started in 1903 and entered the world
market in 1954. Now its exports volume makes up
90 %of the total beer exports of the country.

Qingdao’ s rubber industrial production takes a
second place in China, next only to Shanghai ’s.It has
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the largest gelatin factory in the country, making
one-fourth of the films used by the Chinese film indus—
try.

Qingdao’s electronics industry is catching up quick-
ly, It makes such products as electrical instruments,
household  appliances, electronic metres and
instruments, mostly meeting the need of the Chinese
market.

Scientific Research

Having a coastline of 730 km long, Qingdao
enjoys unexhaustable marine resources. China
Oceanographical College, the only one in the country
and a number of other oceanographical research
institutions are located in Qingdao . These
organizations have about one half of China’ s
oceanographical research personnel, of whom
two- thired hold senior positions in the academic field.
These specialists are engaged in a large number of sub-
jects related to marine science. They cover marine
dydrology, marine physics, marine chemistry and
marine geology. Qingdao ’ s position as a research
centre of marine science in China has brought many
foreign marine specialists to the city to carry out
academic exchanges and to attend symposiums and sem-
inars.

Qingdao has about 563, 000mu of beaches and
867, 000mu of shallow warters . Deployment of ad-
vanced technology has greatly promoted the
development of aquatic cultivation, bringing a large
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