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magine finding that your school has just got the best toy

Bill Gates has . possible, and that you are allowed to play with it in your
played a : spare time. That would be a dream come true for many
prominent role children. Imagine that you could keep playing with that toy
in publicizing when you grew up, and that it would help you become the
Microsoft , richest person in the world.

products.

These dreams have all come true for Bill Gates,
who is the most famous person in the world
of computers. At school he quickly unlocked
the secrets of programming computers and
he used this skill to build Microsoft, the
company that is now the leading maker of
software for personal computers around the
world.

DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE

Bill Gates set up Microsoft more than 20 years
ago at the age of nineteen. Even then he could
imagine a time when every home would have
a computer, and his aim was to supply the

products that would make these computers
useful and fun.
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" Just what is a computer? e
A computer is a machine that does calculations quickly. It “thinks’
in binary language, which is made up of patternsof 0and 1. Itis |
a physical machine, made up of parts. The parts are called the
hardware. In order for the machine to process the language it
‘thinks” in, it must have a microprocessor, usually a silicon chip.
Any instructions or programs given to the computer are calied
O software. The computer needs to have a language to act as a
messenger between the person using it and its binary language.
(.} This special language is part of the software called the operating
system.

0 0

O

Nowadays, nearly every home does have a computer. 1f you
look further you will see that the second part of Gates’s
prediction is also true. All the programs on your home
computer probably rely on Microsoft software. So do the
computers at your school or in your parents’ offices. Even
your favourite video games come with a Microsoft label.

MORE THAN LUCK
Bill Gates is a skilful and intelligent businessman, and the
huge success of Microsoft has made him a powerful person.
Still, when people ask him about the secret of his success,
he says it’s luck. But it takes more than
luck to take one young man from a small,
stuffy room with a noisy computer to
the headquarters of a company that
employs more than 20,000 people in 56
countries. That something is the secret
of Microsoft — and of Bill Gates.

4 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0600 000 000

‘A computer on every ‘
desk and in every \
home, running

Microsoft software.’

Microsoft slogan
since the late 1980s
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CHILDHOOD
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illiam Henry (‘Bill’ ) Gates was born on 28 October

BillG
fll Gates poses 1955 in Seattle, Washington. His family was well

for a family

photo in 1971 known in the area, having been among the first white settlers
with sisters there in the 1800s.
Kristi (left) and

Libby.
s SEEDS OF WEALTH

Bill's great-grandfather, also named
William Henry Gates, had settled
in the Seattle area in the 1880s
when the port was beginning
to grow rapidly. He made a
fortune by building a number
of businesses.

Bill’s father, another William
Henry Gates, grew up in a
wealthy family and married
Mary Maxwell in 1951. The
Maxwells were also among
Seattle’s prominent families, and
had many links with the banking
world.
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A HAPPY CHILD

Bill was the second child born to the Gates family, coming
between two sisters, Kristi and Libby. Even as a child he was
always on the move, constantly swaying in the cradle as a
baby and tottering on the rocking horse as a toddler.
Grandmother Adelle, a keen bridge player, nicknamed Bill
“Trey’ — a cardplayer’s name for ‘three’ — because Bill’s birth
certificate read ‘William Henry Gates III’.

THE WORLD'S FaIr

In 1962 when Bill was seven, the Gates family visited the
Seattle World’s Fair. It was called Century 21 because it
focused on the technology that would lead the world into
the 21st century. Each pavilion showed a different aspect of
technical achievement. One of the main attractions was the
Freedom 7 space capsule in which Alan Shepard had made
the first manned American space flight in 1961.

The exhibits that made the most lasting impression on Bill,
however, were the ones that showed the power of computers.
In those days computers were much bigger than today’s
versions, but even these impressed Bill.

LIVE WIRE AT SCHOOL

At school Bill soon got the reputation for being the brightest
child, especially in mathematics and science. He would finish
maths tests long before his classmates and could fill many




ERIREE

EEoREBREKE AN &S, LEANMHETEERE, Tuf Tk
R, ZWFIEL, FER/DAIBHE, bt SEHNAE, EEEBEHR K
R, MEEMRERERARD., GHREREMFRZE, bTHR
I AIE RRICR A TR - TR - JHR M, ERPRELR Y
=AY, WERRMEX =" WIREE,

HRBER

1962 LL/RTHMIAL—4F, BREXKSU T EBEMRE A “HE
MRE"., MRS AA 21" , HAZIKEMEREDEID
LEREME 5| SR AL AR, BNRTHBRTRERA KK
FIARMIE, HAHSIAZEBRBEIICIEIR - BHRERATHIE
EFE—RBAKRZ A “BHTS” BIIRA.

XL R A FP R 3 K RO MR B AR R TF BRI R AT i RE . 7R I,
HREMMERZELRIASB T RKREFL, BREmk, EMNBSELRE
T TRWEXIAIENR

REEKD Y

R, ELRMBIRBE AN AREBUHSEE, THREHRFMA
ARPZH ., e LAA AR08 2 R RSERFES WA, &

toddler n. ¥%38/# birth certificate 4= uFBH( )
.. nickname v. £ i - R=2 space capsule Hi KA

900 000 000 00D 000 GO0 000 000 000 000000000000 O000 000000 OPCRPTOCEOROCROIOCTOIOIOINTPOTITS gﬁ



The towering pages with detailed essays about scientific subjects. He
Space Needle, was so far ahead of the rest of the class that he began to

built for the

1962 World's
Fair, is still a o . )
Seattle Bill’s parents felt that their son needed some sort of outlet
landmark. for his energies, so they encouraged him to join sports

get bored — and sometimes landed himself in trouble.
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teams. However, his mind wandered just as much in the
middle of a football or baseball game. Scouts was better for
Bill, particularly because the local troop did not insist on
wearing the scout uniform.

But school remained a problem. Bill could
— and did - get top grades whenever he
! Risk. You try fo take over felt like it, but he began to become
| the world” : embarrassed about being teased for always
| Stanley Young, childhood { = doing so well, and would sometimes
ij friend of Bill Gates, 1994 \j deliberately get lower grades. Would he ever
o ~live up to his obvious potential?
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"My most VIVid memory is \
of Bill playing the game ﬁ
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\ ‘| want to get back to [multiplication and]
division because last year | was the best and 3;
llike it very much.’ y
Bill Gates, aged ten, in a school essay &

( A mover and a shaker \_

Bill Gates’s constant swaying and rocking as a
O child seemed to be a way to release extra
energy. Gates has never lost that habit, and still
surprises business colleagues by swaying back
O and forth while thinking through a problem or
jumping on to a desk from a standing position.

—
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