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Chapter 1

In Which Phileas Fogg and Passepartout Ac-

cept Each Other, The One As Master, the Oth-
er As Man

Mr. Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7,
Saville Row. Burlington Gardens, the house in
which Sheridan died in 1814. He was one of the
most noticeable members of the Reform Club,
though he seemed always to avoid attracting at-
tention; an enigmatical personage, about whom
little was known, except that he was a polished

man of the world. People said that he resem- ;
bled Byron — at least that his head was Byronic; !

but he was a bearded, tranquil Byron. who
might live on a thousand years without growing
old.

Certainly an Englishman, it was more doubt-
ful whether Phileas Fogg was a Londoner. He
was never seen on “Change, nor at the Bank,
nor in the counting-rooms of the “City”; no
ships ever came into London docks of which he
was the owner; he had no public employment;
he had never been entered at any of the Inns of
Court, either at the Temple, or Lincoln’s Inn,
or Gray’s Inn; nor had his voice ever resounded
in the Court of Chancery, or in the Exchequer,
or the Queen’s Bench, or the Ecclesiastical
Courts. He certainly was not a manufacturer;
nor was he a merchant or a gentleman farmer.
His name was strange to the scientific and
learned societies, and he never was known to
take part in the sage deliberations of the Royal
Institution or the London Institution, the
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Artisan’s Association, or the Institution of Arts

and Sciences. He belonged, in fact, to none of

the numerous societies which swarm in the Eng-

lish capital, from the Harmonic to that of the

Entomologists, founded mainly for the purpose
of abolishing pernicious insects.

Phileas Fogg was a member of the Reform,
and that was all.

The way in which he got admission to this
exclusive club was simple enough. He was rec-
ommended by the Barings, with whom he had
an open credit. His cheques were regularly paid
at sight from his account current, which was al-
ways flush.

Was Phileas Fogg rich? Undoubtedly. But
those who knew him best could not imagine
how he had made his fortune, and Mr. Fogg
was the last person to whom to apply for the
information. He was not lavish, nor, on the
contrary, avaricious; for, whenever he knew
that money was needed for a noble, useful, or
benevolent purpose, he supplied it quietly and
sometimes anonymously. He was, in short, the
least communicative of men. He talked very
little, and seemed all the more mysterious for
his taciturn manner. His daily habits were quite
open to observation; but whatever he did was
so exactly the same thing that he had always
done before, that the wits of the curious were
fairly puzzled.

Had he travelled? It was likely, for no one
seemed to know the world more familiarly;
there was no spot so secluded that he did not
appear to have an intimate acquaintance with

_ 2 -

LB BHEPEL—FZ
WAEFIYEHhRBES
CRBREETRAREY. B
ZHARTHEEXEEHRH
HREDE. NERE R
HIRMHEBAR, FHU
HXERHEH,

NEE-EREEREYR
EARKM R, DULTE

S H X — A SRR th
SRR RE®R SRR, R
BB AP GIER, EEHK
BITAEK . AKERE
FHFER, U F X TR
B RBBIAT, (53 R o

XN REFE -BBRBRER
7 X—REEEM, BEA
BREMREEATREXY, B
BAEX A BE, RIS D REM
NEW-EHEEFH. R,
AR EELE, B R F /D
S REMRE MR R R
LR E -2 F S XL E
RRBiAH, A EAEE.
BMEZ, EMUHLRARL
BRRA. 5 %iE, MEN
XTI v M R
EmARwRM. 4% HKMES
JEMARBH B, LR
AR, TRt 87,
IX B BNAL IS e AT 7 B BB B A %
BA%.

oA RA R,
B BB A IR AT
HATEEK, B AWMR
B, MR & BNk F



acronauts. Some strange phenomenon had oc-
curred in the higher zones of the atmosphere, a
phenomenon of which neither the nature nor
the cause could be explained. Today it appeared
over America; forty-cight hours afterwards it
was over Europe; a week later it was in Asia
over the Celestial Empire.

Hence in every country of the world — em-
pire, kingdom, or republic — there was anxiety
which it was important to allay. If you hear in
your house strange and inexplicable noises, do
you not at once endeavor to discover the cause?
And if your search is in vain, do you not leave
your house and take up your quarters in anoth-
er? But in this case the house was the terrestrial
globe! There are no means of leaving that
house for the moon or Mars, or Venus, or
Jupiter, or any other planet of the solar sys-
tem. And so of necessity we have to find out
what it is that takes place, not in the infinite
void, but within the atmospherical zones. In
fact, if there is no air there is no noise, and as
there was a noise — that famous trumpet, to wit
— the phenomenon must occur in the air, the
density of which invariably diminishes, and
which does not extend for more than six miles
round our spheroid.

Naturaily the newspapers took up the ques-
tion in their thousands, and treated it in every
form, throwing on it both light and darkness,
recording many things about it true or false,
alarming and tranquillizing their readers — as
the sale required - and almost driving ordinary
people mad. At one blow party politics dropped
unheeded — and the affairs of the world went on
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none the worse for it.

But what could this thing be? There was not
an observatory that was not applied to. If an
observatory could not give a satisfactory answer
what was the use. of observatories? If as-
tronomers, who doubled and tripled the stars a
hundred thousand million miles away, could not
explain a phenomenon occurring only a few
miles off, what was the use of astronomers?

The observatory at Paris was very guarded in
what it said. In the mathematical section they
had not thought the statement worth noticing;
in the meridional section they knew. nothing
about it; in the physical observatory they had
not come across it; in the geodetic section they
had had no observation; in the meteorological
section there had been no record; in the calcu-
lating room they had had nothing to deal with.
At any rate this confession was a frank one,
and the same frankness characterized the
replies from the observatory of Montsouris and
the magnetic station in the park of St. Maur.
‘The same respect for the truth distinguished the
Bureau des Longitudes.

The provinces were slightly more affirma-
tive. Perhaps in the night of the fifth and the
morning of the sixth of May there had ap-
peared a flash of light of electrical origin which
lasted about twenty seconds. At the Pic du Midi
this light appeared between nine and ten in the
evening. At the Meteorological Observatory on
the Puy de Dome the light had been observed
between one and two o’clock in the morning; at
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Mont Ventoux in Provence it had been seen be-
tween two and three o’clock; at Nice it had
been noticed between three and four o’clock;
while at the Semnoz Alps between Annecy, Le
Bourget, and Le Leman, it had been detected
just as the zenith was paling with the dawn.

Now it evidently would not do to disregard
these observations altogether. There could be
no doubt that a light had been observed at dif-
ferent places, in succession, at intervals, dur-
ing some hours. Hence, whether it had been
produced from many centers in the terrestrial
atmosphere, or from one center, it was plain
that the light must have traveled at a speed of
over one hundred and twenty miles an hour.

There was a laugh at the asserted discoverg in
all the observatories of south America, in
Brazil, Peru, and La Plata, and in those of
Australia at Sydncy, Adelaide, and Melbourne;
and Australian laughter is very catching

To sum up, only one chief of a meteorologi-
cal station ventured on a decided answer to this
question, notwithstanding the sarcasms that his
solution provoked. This was a Chinaman, the
director of the observatory at Zi-Ka-Wey which
rises in the center of a vast plateau less than
thirty miles from the sea, having an immense
horizon and wonderfully pure atmosphere. “It
is possible,” said he, “that the object was an
aviform apparatus — a flying machine!”

What nonsense!

But if the controversy was keen in the old
world, we can imagine what it was like in that
portion of the new of which the United States
occupy so vast an area.

A Yankee, we know, does not waste time on
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the road. He takes the street that leads him |
straight to his end. And the observatories of

RAFBH T E O], — R
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the American Federation did not hesitate to do j EWEA K E &8 H it EY

their best. If they did not hurl their objectives
at cach other’s heads, it was because they
would have had to put them back just when
they most wanted to use them. In this much-
disputed question the observatories of Washing-
ton in the District of Columbia, and Cambridge
in Massachusetts, found themselves opposed by
those of Dartmouth College in New Hamp-
shire, and Ann Arbor in Michigan. The subject
of their disputc was not the nature of the body
observed, but the precise moment of its obser-
vation. All of them claimed to have seen it the
same night, the same hour, the same minute,
the same second, although the trajectory of the

mysterious voyager took it but a moderate
‘ height above the horizon. Now from Mas-
sachusetts to Michigan, from New Hampshire
to Columbia, the distance is too great for this
double observation, made at the same moment,
to be considered possible.

Dudley at Albany, in the state of New York,
and West Point, the military academy, showed
that their colleagues were wrong by an elabo-
rate calculation of the right ascension and decli-
nation of the aforesaid body.

But later on it was discovered that the ob-
servers had been deceived in the body, and that
what they had seen was an acrolite. This aero-
lite could not be the object in question, for how
could an aerolite blow a trumpet?

It was in vain that they tried to get rid of this
trumpet as an optical illusion. The ears were no
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more deceived than the eyes. Something had
assuredly been seen, and something had as-
suredly been heard. In the night of the 12th
and 13th of May — a very dark night — the ob-
servers at Yale College, in the Sheffield Science
School, had been able to take down a few bars
of a musical phrase in D major, common time,
which gave note for note, rhythm for rhythm,
the chorus of the Chant du Depart.

“Good."” said the Yankee wags. “There is a
French band well up in the air.”

But to joke is not to answer. Thus said the
observatory at Boston, founded by the Atlantic
Iron Works Society, whose opinions in matters
of astronomy and meteorology began to have
much weight in the world of science.

Then there intervened the observatory at
Cincinnati, founded in 1870, on Mount Look-
out, thanks to the generosity of Mr. Kilgour,
and known for its micrometrical measurements
of double stars. Its director declared with the
utmost good faith that there had certainly been
something, that a traveling body had shown it-
self at very short periods at different points in
the atmosphere, but what were the nature of
this body, its dimensions, its speed, and its tra-
jectory, it was impossible to say.

It was then a journal whose publicity is im-
mense — the “New York Herald” ~ received the
anonymous contribution hereunder.

“There will be in the recollection of most
people the rivairy which existed a few years ago
between the two heirs of the Begum of Raggi-
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