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What is the main idea of the passage?

What does the passage mainly discuss?

What is the topic/theme/subject of the passage?

What is the main purpose of the passage?

Select a sentence which best summarizes the main idea of the passage.

In the (first) paragraph we are told that

This passage tells us .

TN 5 2 (A Bl . — 7 B3 F I £ H) (topic sentence) - A IEFEREEE T HIERIE
BAE (FEEFRNEEANSFFE, A8 VERERRREE X — ATk
By FEEEY, fAE EEET . 2RENSE M HERRESEERT . ERE
ZH LR, BEEA . BB WSS EYNL R E L) HT -

FEAUREGTEREREE, G HIEBREHE - SR, —REXRP.OEE
EEE R HREE - Wik, BAVErTE P B IRERE X KGR AR -

The American economic system is organized around a basically private-enterprise, market-ori-
ented economy in which consumers largely determine what shall be produced by spending their
money in the market-place for those goods and services that they want most. Private businessmen,
striving to make profits, produce these goods and services in competition with other businessmen; and
the profit motive, operating under competitive pressures, largely determines how these goods and
services are produced. Thus, in the American economic system it is the demand of individual con-
sumer, coupled with the desire of businessmen to maximize profits and the desire of individuals to
maximize their incomes, that together determine what shall be produced and how resources are used

to produce it.



< JERSE AN S 33101 = li N3 Nil

An important factor in a market-oriented economy is the mechanism by which consumer de-

mands can be expressed and responded to by producers. In the American economy, this mechanism
is provided by a price system, a process in which prices rise and fall in response to relative demands
of consumers and supplies offered by seller — producers. If the product is in short supply relative to
the demand, the price will be bid up and some consumers will be eliminated from the market. If, on the
other hand, producing more of a commodity results in reducing its cost, this will tend to increase the
supply offered by seller-producers, which in turn will lower the price and permit more consumers to
buy the product. Thus, price is the regulating mechanism in the American economic system.

The important factor in a private-enterprise economy is that individuals are allowed to own
productive resources (private property), and they are permitted to hire labor, gain control over natural
resources, and produce goods and services for sale at a profit. In the American economy, the concept
of private property embraces not only the ownership of productive resources but also certain rights,
including the right to determine the price of a product or to make a free contract with another private
individual.

Question: What is the passage mainly about?

LENHRBNENIR LEEFARFGHAEBRALT LN ETHEF, AT
BHFPHRARBRUEATCREZNH IR F, N ERARKAZR EAZT oty
25, XAFF -, SHAMRBLE “LREFNX—HERLITEL RIFG, XF R
— 5 #9 4 4] “An important factor in a market-oriented economy is the mechanism by which
consumer demands can be expressed and responded to by producers” Bt 2 % & %S,
IABRBREIAMEF UL FBEUTHALFHEXREFRN R AL RBALAT
K A ARG FEILTRMEAN, AF, FZHABRREALH A, HALZTLL
WA EZRE—AHBARTE TR, AAFHANF. JNL X, KN EA L

AR EF N A The passage is mainly about how American economic system works,

= A& 858 X 4 A (Author’s opinion or attitude)

3t 2 R 5 LA — TR R o BLHR 977 2R — AR DA T LA

What does the author think about ...?

What is the author’s opinion/attitude?

What is the tone/mood of the passage?

TE [ 250X 3 (R RES » LA A (R R 3 SC RN SRR WL A i BT R R - 72 R BH A T
(e SR — S D N (L R U 2 2 IR
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Money spent on advertising is money spent as well as any I know of, It serves directly to assist
a rapid distribution of goods at reasonable prices, thereby establish a firm home market and so making
it possible to provide for export at competitive prices ...

And perhaps most important of all, advertising provides a guarantee of reasonable force I can
think of.

There is one more point I feel I ought to touch on. Recently I heard a well-known television
personality declared that he was against advertising because it persuades rather than informs. He was
drawing excessively fine distinctions. Of course advertising seeks to persuade. If its message were
confined merely to information—and that in itself would be difficult if not impossible to achieve, for
even a detail such as the choice of the color of a shirt is subtly persuasive—advertising would be so
boring that no one would pay any attention. But perhaps that is what the well-known television person-
ality wants.

Question: What’s the writer’s attitude toward advertising?

S ARAE L ) AL LAR A BT 4, 32 By & ) 4 “persuades rather than informs”,
AEH AKX AL F & o A TAE# “was drawing excessively fine distinctions. Of course
advertising seeks to persuade”, Bl AK, S & MipE LT R E” RREAGSA.
FivA LA A % & %K 4 “The author thinks there is nothing wrong with advertising in per-
suading the buyer,”

Z AT B F Efo A £ 4 T (Identification of facts)

— S B T BRI R LU - - B F SR BEAF B BT SCE T
o, X E AR AR E S EMMT . B R EE RARRERR - TR - HBYIE.
B I SRS > EE S xS AT IR R R A M R LA R A 2 S
%, W LL#R (A what, why, which, who, where, how %, {h B[S (R IFHE A REEIA -

AL, YER AT RIREY. AR FEEERD A, N THEMET. L
SO R MY ER, A RSk IR AT E R B RY AL -
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The Library of Congress in Washington, D.C, which houses the largest collection of books in the
world is fighting a battle against paper deterioration. The pages of the old books, often yellowed and
torn, sometimes crumble when they are touched. The main culprit in the battle is the acidic paper that
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has been used for making books since the nineteenth century.

Air pollution and moisture have added to the problem. Strangely, the books that are most in
danger of destruction are not the oldest books. The paper in books produced before the last century
was made from cotton and linen rags, which are naturally low in acid. And the Gutenberg Bible,
printed five centuries ago, was “made of thin calfskin, and is in remarkably good shape. But in the
nineteenth century, with widespread literacy bringing a demand for a cheaper and more plentiful
supply of paper, the industry began using chemically treated wood pulp for making paper. It is the
chemical in this paper that is causing today’s problem.

This problem of paper deterioration is one of global concern. France, Canada and Austria are all
doing research' into the new methods of de-acidification. A new technology has been developed re-
cently, in fact, that allows for mass de-acidification of thousands of books at the same time. It costs
less than microfilming and still preserves books in their original form. It is hoped there will soon be
treatment facilities all over the world to preserve and de-acidify library book collections.

1. What are many libraries all over the world doing research for?
To find new ways to stop paper deterioration (the problem of de—acidification).

4q i A, BE X |51 48 % paper deterioration ¥ B X & global concern, # R & B A H
1B AR 2R FZAFI A 7 ik,

2. What seems to have caused and added to the problem of paper deterioration?
Acid paper, air pollution, moisture and using.

ERNmHAM, F—HB&E— 5 FE4#A 8 R acid paper; i’é—-&‘?ﬁtouching&,
LA using; F_BFHF—GHAT RKEAANAIBARA,

v . #4] SL# S (Definition/Explanation)

BAVERZREN . 85 283 A BRESAARMESEE, AROEERE, HEXESD
AETHE X - BHAERERIEOEREEEPE UM RE, ERRT RN

What does the word “...” mean?

In line ..., the word “...” could be correctly replaced by ....

[T 1

The phrase “...” means

The expression “...” means

— R é"?ﬁ'lﬂ)(_]'*E?EL'FB‘Cﬁﬁ*B‘J*&? HHZERRR -
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Discoveries in science and technology are thought by “untaught minds” to come in blinding
flashes or as the result of dramatic accidents. Sir Alexander Fleming did not, as legend would have it,
look at the mold( 3 ) on a piece of cheese and get the idea for penicillin there and then. He experi-
mented with antibacterial substances for nine years before he made his discovery. Inventions and
innovations almost always come out of laborious trial and error. Innovation is like soccer; even the

best players miss the goal and have their shots blocked much more frequently than they score.

Question: What does the author probably mean by “untaught mind” in this paragraph?
It means a person ignorant of the hard work imvolved in experimentation.

kM EA “untaught” X AN, 4o R HiE ik, “taught” 2 “teach” #if 35
i), M “un-” AR “AR; K7, “untaught” LR “RXEHTH™. 2RAEBRA,
XEHERATTHTNA. $—39 3692 “untaught minds™ X EA “AAHFRA
KA TF—HARHAKARARALNFH”, 2F=, ZHARRAHASF,
“Alexander Fleming” T & — A 2| S L AEHAFFFHRE RRAERTIFF A
MG, VA KA H LR TFFITAERP M. D TE— 58 = =961
B.4f49 &, FrvA “untaught minds” %5 “laborious trial and error” &4, L3R H
“untaught minds are against # ignorant of laborious trial and error”,

#.. M4 % (Implied meaning)

fas 2 BREREERAHEN ST . XEAEhREFETE HE L& . 2
R 77 R — B H LT LR

What is implied in the sentence/passage?

What can be inferred from the passage?

“

The sentence means

By ..., the author means .

3 55 [ B [ 2 — R LR o FR T PR AR B K XL B £ P Uk X
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The invention of the incandescent light bulb by Thomas A. Edison in 1879 created a demand for

a cheap, readily available fuel with which to generate large amounts of electric power. Coal seemed to
fit the bill, and it fueled the earliest power stations (which were set up at the end of the 19th century by
Edison himself). As more power plants were constructed throughout the country, the reliance on coal
increased. Since the First World War, coal-fired power plants have accounted for about half of the
electricity produced in the United States each year. In 1986 such plants had a combined generating
capacity of 289,000 megawatts and consumed 83 percent of the nearly 900 million tons of coal mined
in the country that year. Given the uncertainty in the future growth of nuclear and in the supply of oil
and natural gas, coal-fired power plants could well provide up to 70 percent of the electric power in
the United States by the end of the century.

Yet, in spite of the fact that coal has long been source of electricity and may remain one for many
years (Coal represents about 80 percent of United States fossil-fuel reserves), it has actually never
been the most desirable fossil fuel for power plants. (Coal contains less energy per unit of weight than
natural gas or oil; it is difficult to transport, and it is associated with a host of environmental issues,
among them acid rain.) Since the late 1960’s problems of emission control and waste disposal have
sharply reduced the appeal of coal-fired power plants. The cost of ameliorating these environmental
problems, along with the rising cost of building a facility as large and complex as a coal-fired power
plant, has also made such plants less attractive from a purely economic perspective.

Changes in the technological base of coal-fired power plants could restore their attractiveness,
however, whereas some of these changes are evolutionary and are intended mainly to increase the
productivity of existing plants, completely new technologies for burning coal cleanly are also being

developed.

Question: It can be inferred from the passage that coal became the main source of electricity in

the' U.S. because
it was comparatively plentiful and imexpensive

AT A K (infer) 7 iX AL )3 A, ERKOF AR EAT LIRS, F—Hbha
cheap and readily available vl & % —fi #3355 — ] “Given the uncertainty in the future growth
of nuclear and in the supply of oil and natural gas, coal-fired power plants could well provide
up to 70 percent of the electric power in the United States by the end of the century” i & 7



