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Alienation and Internet

SRCE FORIS - X4

alienate/ -eiliianeit /
. to cause to become unfriendly or hostile {EF 7L , BB ALK
17 B B estrange B A]/e.g alienate a friend {# il & BiiT ; al-
ienate potential supporters by taking extreme positions f F B
Wm0 F IR TBLE T e L &
alienation /eiljio'neifan/
n. BT, A, Fik
globalization / glaubolai-zeifon/
n. 2Rk, 2%
unintended /- snin-tendid/
adj. not deliberate or intentional; unplanned RNEFZELH, B
M, WA ITRI ¥/ eg an unintended slight Lk E K 818
fragment / fraegmont/
n. a small part broken off or detached B 5, Fr Bt
fragmentation / ,freqmen-teifan/
n. the act or process of breaking into fragments BER4E, FT#E
addicted /5'diktid/
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ad. JUHTHMELFHEK, ET - BH/eg addicted to
smoking W/ F T H8

moderate / modorit/
adj. being within reasonable limits 7 7 i &, i& JE A/ not exces-
sive or extreme A i1 B B %/ e.g a moderate price 15 f& It
#/adj. not violent or subject to extremes JRFIAY , & F #1/ adj.
mild or calm/ temperate JR K], Y2 #K)/eg moderate climate J§
RS

skew /skju:/
vi. to take an oblique course or direction i ff/vi. to look ob-
liquely or sideways £, [1]321/1F /vt. to tum or place at an an-
gle {§i7EH/vt. to give a bias to; distort Hijf#, Tl

lament /lo'ment /
ut. to express grief for or about FKJF, 6] -+ B Ag e FTARK
%/ mourn i /e g lament a death 256 & 12/ /vt. to regret
deeply E #1845/ deplore i 1E/eg He lamented his thoughtless
acts. fliAFH G A CRRMET,

mantra / mantra/
n. ( Hinduism EfJ & 2§ )/a sacred verbal formula repeated in
prayer, meditation, or incantation, such as an invocation of a
god, a magic spell, or a syllable or portion of scripture containing
mystical potentialities S %4% , —M# EMBEFH R, EHHF |
RERIEEFER, P R #4 H) JLIERE R AR
2 L —EWE—FBA K, LB (LR UIRFE £ s
YE R X Hip5 58 & i) ) /extended family K FKEE, I KHIK
B(m5#HAE . CBTFLSFItENEREEZRE)

simulate /-simiuleit/
ot. to have or take on the appearance, form, or sound of/ imitate
Hi{j , #4l/v. to make in imitation of or as a substitute for {}j

simulated /-simjuleitid/
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adj. BEHIHY

cyberspace /,saiba'speis/
n. H RS A

binge /bindz/
n. a drunken spree or revel JE K fE 5</n. a period of unre-
strained, immoderate self — indulgence 3E¥ -} %|/n. a period of
excessive or uncontrolled indulgence in food or drink fR €& IG5 il
(#H)/eg an eating binge &

acquire /o-kwaia/
vt. to gain possession of (54 /eg acquire 100 shares of stock 5
A 100 {3 E /. to get by one’s own efforts B 15 i@ i3 HIERSS
$1%8k48/e.g acquire proficiency in math TE$(2: I ik BB &K F

surf /so:f/
n. the waves of the sea as they break upon a shore or reef R,
B/, to engage in surfing YE WiRIE BN, IR

cognition /kog'nifon/

n. The mental process or faculty of knowing, including aspects

such as awareness, perception, reasoning, and judgment A i3
H1, INHIRE S
cognitive / kognitiv/
adj. of, characterized by, involving, or relating to cognition A
IR AR
converse /kon'va:s/
adj. reversed, as in position, order, or action 3% [a] f , H {3 f{)/
contrary AL H/n. MR, %17
maximize /'maksimaiz/
ut. to increase or make as great as possible Ak, [
K)BIBKPRE /eg the ideal of maximizing opportunity through
the equalizing of educational opportunity i3 ¥ EZHEIL L
SR AR T KL 2 i PR
gratify /-graetifai/
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. to please or satisfy {f A B M8 ¥ /£/e g His achievement
gratified his father. fth ) BUEELEMB A AC 35 & 2%/ /0. to give what
is desired to J{FE4 - B8 18 ) /) indulge VT T/ eg
gratified her curiosity FU{T 0 #% &f 27 L

gratification / gretifi-keifon/ n. WHE

oyster /oista/
n. HH95 88, ARG RE T, TURE

Utopia /ju: toupja/
n. an ideally perfect place, especially in its social, political, and
moral aspects G, AR FE K (b Ty (A& BUA A
BT ERE )

forum n. HF SWHEK FH(HTTS) , tis, BE, WHes

govern u. 4tif, XBC, B

access n. P, Vi), All/o FH, $ER

equivalent odj. H1%1, LM, FE XK/ n EH9, A
X7

potential adj. YE{ERT, FIREM/n. EHE, W

participant n. 5%, it=Z&/ad. 5K

exaggeration n. £k, € Kk2Ziq

be given to/to be in the habit of/ to have a tendency to {5
F-/eg He's given to drinking rather heavily. {th ¥  sli 1t/
She's given to depression. {4 — HARMLYE

overload ut. [F##, B fi/n BE, AFIE

distort vr. FE(WIE), i, Edh(LH FILH), =k




1. Alienation and Internet

s

Know your strength

Directions ; Find the meaning of the English word from the four choices

marked A ,B,C and D. Then check your answer.

rFcognitive
A. of the same origin
C. done with 1ll intention

rzmaximize

A. make as great as possible

B. form a rule (out of)

B. of the process of knowing

D. of unsaid approval

C. form a fundamental principle

D. make (sth. ) a the general truth

rzunintended

A. without exception

C. obviously lost
r=moderate

A. typical

C. of the latest kind
rralienate

A. to become an ally

C. to isolate
rrgratify

A. satisfy

C. make heavier
r7skew

A. a thin stick

C. a tool for driving
rzlament

A. stranger

C. a juicy and acid fruit
rraddicted

B. not present

D. not planned

B. not extreme

D. of one's life philosophy

B. foreign

D. resembling a line

B. show gratitude

D. make greater

B. cook with mild fire

D. cause to twist

B. express sorrow

D. a young sheep
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A. easy to remember B. ready for use
C. willing to listen D. given to a habit
rzsimulate

A. cause to become similar  B. to excite or encourage

C. happen at the same time  D. make in imitation of

Introductory remarks: The Internet has been greatly hailed by
the human community , but catcalls are also heard. *Alienation
and the Internet” offers you a chance to hear the voices of both
sides. Do you find the topic strange? How can the internet,
which is on the one hand responsible for global unification by
enabling the free exchange of ideas, alienate the participants?

Alienation and the Internet

The Internet provides an amazing forum for the free exchange of i-
deas. Given the relatively few restrictions governing access and usage,
it is the communications modal equivalent of international waters. It is
my personal belief that the human potential can only be realized by the
globalization of ideas. I developed this position years before the Inter-
net came into wide spread use. And I am excited at the potential for
the Internet to dramatically alter our global society for the better. How-
ever, I am also troubled by the possible unintended negative conse-
quences.

There has been much talk about the “new information age. ” But
much less widely reported has been the notion that the Internet may be
responsible for furthering the fragmentation of society by alienating its
individual users. At first this might sound like an apparent contradic-
tion: how can something, that is on the one hand responsible for glob-
al unification by enabling the free exchange of ideas, alienate the par-

ticipants?
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I had a recent discussion with a friend of mine who has what he

described as a “problem” with the Internet. When I questioned him
further he said that he was “addicted,” and has “forced” himself to
go off-line. He said that he felt like an alcoholic, in that moderate use
of the Internet was just not possible for him. I have not known this fel-
low to be given to exaggeration, therefore when he described his inter-
net binges, when he would spend over twenty-four hours on line non-
stop, it gave me pause to think. He said, “The Internet isn't real,
but I was spending all my time on line, so I just had to stop.” He
went on to say that all of the time that he spent on line might have
skewed his sense of reality, and that it made him feel lonely and de-
pressed.

The fragmentation of society has been lamented for some time
now. It seems to me that it probably began in eamest after World War
IT when a generation returned from doing great deeds overseas. They
won the war, and by God they were going to win the peace. Automo-
bile ownership became commonplace and suburbs were created. “Pro-
gress” was their mantra. So even prior to the Internet’s widespread
popularity, folks were already becoming distanced from their extended
families and neighbors. And when we fast-forward to today we see an
almost cruel irony in that people can and often do develop on-line rela-
tionships with folks on the other side of the globe, without leaving their
homes. But at the expense of time that would have otherwise been a-
vailable for involvement in other activities which might foster a sense of
community in their villages, towns and cities.

Last weekend my wife and I invited our extended family to our
home to celebrate our daughter's birthday. During the celebration my
young nephew spent the entire time on my computer playing a simula-
ted war game. My brother-in-law and I were chatting near by and it
struck us that in generations past, his son, my nephew, would have

been outside playing with his friends. But now the liitle fellow goes on
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line to play his games against his friends in cyberspace.

It seems to me that the Internet is a powerful tool that presents an
opportunity for the advancement of the acquisition and application of
knowledge. However, based on my personal experience I can under-
stand how, as they surf the web some folks might be confronted with
cognitive overload. And I can also understand how one might have his
or her sense of reality distorted in the process. Is the Internet a real

&

place? Depending upon how a “real place” is defined it might very
well be. At the very least, I believe that when we use the Internet, we
are forced to ask fundamental questions about how we perceive the
world about us — perhaps another unintended consequence. Some
would argue that the virtual existences created by some users who de-
bate, shop, travel and have romance on line are in fact not real.
While others would argue that, since in practical terms, folks are de-
bating, shopping, traveling and having romance, the converse is true.

All of this being said, I believe that the key to realizing the po-
tential of the Internet is in achieving balance in our lives. This would
allow us to maximize its potential without losing our sense of place.
However, like most things that is easier said than done. It seems to
me that we are a society that values immediate gratification above all
else, and what better place to achieve it than in cyberspace, where the
cyber—world is your cyber-oyster. The widespread use of the automo-
bile forever changed our society and culture, and perhaps a similar
sort of thing is occurring now. 1 am not at all certain where the “infor-
mation superhighway” will lead us: some say to Utopia, while others
feel it’s the road to hell. But I do know that we all have the ability to

maintain our sense of place in the world. Whether we choose to take

advantage of this ability is another matter.



