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Foreword

The year 2002 is Cultural Heritage Year, as well as the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the
Convention Cong¢erning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage by UNESCO. The
Chinese government is making unprecedented efforts to publicize its World Heritage sites.
Sponsored by the State Cultural Relics Bureau, the Ministry of Construction of the People's Republic
of China and the UNESCO National Commission of the People's Republic of China, the National
Museum of Chinese Revolution History and the Cultural and Artistic Personnel Center under the
Ministry of Culture have carried out a series of commemorative and publicity activities, which
include the editing and publishing of this large-format picture album, Treasures of Mankind —
World Heritage Sites in China. We hope this book can help to spread knowledge of Chinese
civilization, as well as attract concern and care for the World Heritage sites in China among the whole
of society.

Since China's ratification of the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage in 1985, a total of 28 cultural and natural heritage sites in China had been
inscribed on the World Heritage List by the World Heritage Committee by December 2001, ranking
third in the world. These World Heritage properties not only belong to China, but also to all mankind.

China's World Heritage properties fall within three types: cultural, natural and mixed
properties. As the crystallization and quintessence of the brilliant civilization created by the Chinese
people during their long history, the cultural heritage sites of China constitute astonishing miracles
in human history. The natural heritage sites are wonders of the world, composed of numerous
grotesque peaks, elegant waters, exotic flowers, and rare grasses, birds and beasts. The mixed
heritage sites are miraculous combinations of China's long history and glorious culture, and the
creations of Mother Nature.

This picture album collects nearly 300 photos of the World Heritage sites in China. The
captions provide brief information on each photo, and a 1,000-word account of each site precedes
the photos. The text is in both Chinese and English.

All the photos were meticulously selected by personnel caring for China's World Heritage sites,
to demonstrate the distinctive feature of the sites. Some of the photos are newly taken by
professionals and thus are first published here. The editors have made great efforts in editing the text
and photos. Thanks to all these efforts, and support and help from the Cultural Relics Publishing
House, this book was able to appear as scheduled.

Cultural and natural heritage sites abound in China's vast territory. We hope that in the new
century more such sites will be entered in the World Heritage List. With the concern and protection
of the Chinese government and the whole of Chinese society, China's World Heritage properties will
manifest even more brilliant splendor.

Compilers of Treasures of Mankind — World Heritage Sites in China
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Situated in northern China, the
remaining Great Wall of the Ming
Dynasty started from Liaoning Prov-
ince in the east and terminated in
Gansu Province in the west.

The UNESCO World Heritage
Committee inscribed it on the World
Heritage List in 1987 as a World
Cultural Heritage site.
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The Great Wall

The Great Wall, an imposing ancient defense structure in China, is rated as one of the "Wonders
of the World."

The Great Wall has its origin in defense walls built by individual states in the Spring and
Autumn and the Warring States periods (770-221 BC). In 221 BC, Emperor Qin Shihuang unified
the remaining six states, and established the Qin Dynasty (221 BC-207 BC), the first unified feudal
dynasty in Chinese history. To ward off the nomadic Huns in the north, Emperor Qin Shihuang sent
his general Meng Kuo with 300,000 men, to reinforce and Join up the walls in the north. The joined
walls extended over 5,000 km, being the first "ten-thousand-/i Great Wall" (one /i=0.5 km=0.3107
mi) in Chinese history. The following Han Dynasty (206 BC-220AD) continued to construct and
improve the Great Wall several times, and extended it to 10,000 km, the longest Great Wall in
Chinese history. Up to the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), which repaired and joined up gaps in the walls
many times during its 276 years in power, the Great Wall reached its climax of development. Starting
at the Yalu River in the cast, and terminating at the J iayuguan Pass in the west, the Great Wall of the
Ming Dynasty stretched for 7,300 km, and was the most consolidated Great Wall with the most
complete functions in history. Nowadays, the best-preserved parts of the Great Wall date from the
Ming Dynasty.

Construction and repair of the Great Wall lasted for more than 2,000 years, and traces of it can
be found in 17 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, with a total length exceeding
50,000 km. Snaking along ridges and mountains, crossing deserts and prairies, and stretching along
rivers and valleys, the Great Wall traverses a wide variety of landforms and was often built on the
most precipitous terrain. Therefore, the construction of the Great Wall drew heavily on local
resources for construction materials, and was carried out in line with local conditions.

The Great Wall is a complete defense system composed of walls, watchtowers, passes,
blockhouses, garrison posts and towns, and beacon towers. The Shanhaiguan Pass, an important pass
on the Ming Dynasty Great Wall, famous for its exquisite construction and incomparable
magnificence, is called the "No. 1 Pass Under Heaven." The Jiayuguan Pass is the westernmost pass
of the Great Wall of the Ming Dynasty, and is the most completely preserved ancient pass. Since
ancient times, it has been a place of military importance, and was a vital gateway along the ancient
“Silk Road." The Badaling section is nowadays the best-preserved part of the Great Wall. Renowned
for its strategic position and awe-inspiring grandeur, the Badaling section, traversing lofty ridges and
towering mountains, has become a representative of the "ten-thousand-/i Great Wall" and a world
famous tourist attraction.

The Great Wall played an important role in protecting the stability of production and life of

the people in the Central Plains, in promoting the economic development of the border and remote

J

regions, and in facilitating the
merging of ethnic groups and the
formation and development of a
multi-ethnic nation, as well as in
keeping the "Silk Road"
unhindered.

As a monument of China's
history and manifestation of the
wisdom and tenacity of the Chi-
nese people, the Great Wall has
become a symbol of the Chinese

nation.
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