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About the Author

The year was 1807. Five-year-old
Alexandre Dumas knew that he was diffe-
rent from the other boys in the small town
of Villers-Cotterets, France. For Alexandre
was half-black and half-white: And nobody
ever let him forget that.

Education bored young Alexandre, and
as he grew, he preferred spending his time
hunting and leading an outdoor life. But
when Alexandre turned sixteen, his whole
life changed. He saw his first play—a per-
formance of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and
from that moment on, his dream was to go
to Paris and become a playwright.

Dumas worked for years as a clerk and
wrote in his spare time. He had success wri-
ting plays and travel books. But it wasn’t

until 1844 that Alexandre Dumas hit upon
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the one kind of story that was to make him
rich and famous. That was the historical
novel.

In his many historical novels, Dumas
took people who really existed in French
history and events that actually happened.
He added main characters from his own
imagination and created entertaining and
amusing adventure stories around them.

Probably the most famous of these was
The Three Musketeers, a tale of dashing
young soldiers of the king who save the
throne of France from shame. Dumas then
took his daring musketeers—who now num-
bered four—on to further adventures in
their career in Twenty Years After, then
brought their lives and adventures to a close
in the third book in the series, The Man in
the Iron Mask—an adventure tale again in-
volving the throne of France, this time with
a mysterious impersonation that still has

some historians puzzled to this day.
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Alexandre Dumas wrote more than six
hundred books in his lifetime and made
money from them,but died in 1870—penni-
less!
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CHAPTER 1

A Visit to the Bastille

]| G

D’Artagnan, captain! of the king’s muske-
teers , sincerely regretted having to deliver’ his
friend Athos to prison.

As their carriage'drew near the Bastille’s’
heavy gates, D’Artagnan pointed to a man just get-
ting out of a carriage up ahead. “Look yonder®
Athos!"he cried. “I will wager’ anything it is he.”

“He? Who?”asked Athos, puzzled®.

“It’s Aramis, of all people!” D’Artagnan
replied.

Aramis, Athos, and DD’Artagnan had been
friends since their days as guards in the king’s mus-
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keteers. D’Artagnan still recalled' his adventures
with Athos, Porthos, and Aramis—the Three Mus-
keteers, they called themselves. The musketeers
were soldiers who guarded? the king of France. Only
the bravest soldiers got to be musketeers. D’ Artagnan
had proven his bravery years ago when he helped
the Three Musketeers save the queen of France
from disgrace® by recovering* her stolen diamonds.
After that, the Three Musketeers became the Four
Musketeers, pledging’ , “One for all and all for one!”
But that was twenty years ago, and the four friends
had since gone their separate® ways. Porthos had
married a rich duchess’, Athos had returned to his
chateau®, and Aramis had become a bishop’ of the
Church. Only D’Artagnan had remained with the
musketeers, and was now a captain.

“ Aramis at the Bastille—arrested'®?” cried
Athos. “Impossible!”

“I did not say he is arrested,” said D’Artagnan.

“He is alone in his carriage. Perhaps he is here
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“One for All and All for One!”
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to dine! with Baisemeaux, the governor of the
Bastille. ”

“Whatever for?” Athos wondered aloud.

“Let’s see if we can find out,” replied
D’Artagnan. “ Leave the talking to me; I have a
plan. " Then, as soon as Aramis had disappeared in-
side the building, D’Artagnan shouted to the
guards, “To the governor!”

As the king’s most trusted friend, D’Artagnan
was accustomed to® being obeyed*. So,in a few mi-
nutes, he and Athos were shown into Baisemeaux’s
own dining room, where the governor and Aramis
were about to sit down to supper. Both men looked
up in surprise at the sight of ID’Artagnan and
Athos.

“Ah, there,” said Aramis, “by what chance

”

are—
“Monsieur’ D’Artagnan! I ...uh....” sput-

tered® Baisemeaux , usually a pompous’, talkative

fellow who, for once,was at a loss for words®.
“Governor! Have you forgotten our date?”

1.[dain)w."t48, 3 5 2. ['gavena]n. BK K
3. be accustomed to 3 T 4. [o'bei] vt . JBA
5.[ma'sipln. (&) b & 6. [ 'spate] vi. s K € WAL

7. ['pompas]a. QR R REN
8. at a loss for words #. R )44 4 Fk, K& EAE B A 4T
4



