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Preface

The book The Analects of Confucws is a bright pearl in the
Chinese cultural heritage, which has exercised great influence both
at home and abroad. Its main contents are:Confucius’ doctrine of
benevolene ; Confucius’ view of the superior person; Confucius’ polit-
ical propositions; Confucius’ view of teaching and learning and
Confucius’ comments on some people and some events.

Confucius’ doctrine of benevolence is,in fact,a doctrine to self-
improve one’s character and a standard of an ideal character set for
man. Confucius defines benevolence as “Love all men. "He believes :
Benevuolence is the total of many virtues. It consists of such virtues
as filial piety,respect for one’s elder brothers,wisdom ,faithfulness,
modesty, respectfulness, sincerity, altruism, generosity, kindness,
diligence, firmness, resolution, daring, simplicity and slowness in
speech. And filial piety and respect for one’s elder brothers are the
root of benevolence. Moral righteousness acts as the internal regulat-
ing device for benevolence. It makes benevolence present itself prop-
erly. So it is nothing but proper benevolence. Moral righteousness
plays the regulating function in the following ways: 1. When a per-
son is confronted with personal gains, moral righteousness makes
him practise benevolence,that is ,to refuse to take what he should
not take. 2. When a person is confronted with others’ gains or
public’s gains ,moral righteousness makes him practise benevolence,
that is ,to step forward boldly to strive for others’ gains or public’s
gains. 3. Moral righteousness makes a person practise benevolence in
front of the good or the evil,that is ,to discern the good from the
evil so as to punish the evil and praise the good . The proprieties are
the external manifestation of benevolence,and to act on the propri-
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eties is to practise benevolence. The proprieties are also the external
regulating device for benevolence and all the concrete virtues may go
wrong if they are not regulated by the proprieties. Benevolence
should be the content as well as the soul of the proprieties and with-
out the content and the soul the proprieties are a mere formality,
which is meaningless. Benevolence can only present itself in prac-
tice,and whether a man is benevolent or not must,in the last analy-
sis, judged by his own conduct. Therefore,Confucius attaches great
importance to deeds,and is opposed to the fact that words go be-
yond deeds. In Confucius’ opinion, man is not born benevolent and
benevolence is only attained by constant study and self-cultivation in
his life-time. Therefore, he stresses that in attainment to benevo-
lence one must make his own effort,give full play to his own initia-
tive,be good at learning as well as pondering over what he is learn-
ing , always examine himself, be perseverent and never for a single
moment slacken.

By the criterion of benevolence Confucius classifies men as the
sage,the superior person and the mean person. The sage and the su-
perior person both possess the ideal character,that is to say ,they are
all benevolent, they all practise benevolence and moral righteous-
ness,and they all possess excellent dispositions. The sage is even su-
perior to the superior person. The sage can exert benevolence upon
all men. The mean person is just the opposite of the superior person.
Confucius often puts the dispositions of the superior person together
with those of the mean person so that they are in sharp contrast
with each other.

Collected in The Analects of Confucius are many of Confucius’

political propositions such as “To govern a state by means of

» ”“©

virtues.
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state by means of the modesty in the form of the proprieties. ”"“To
promote the upright and put aside the evil. ”“To lead the people
with correctness. ”“To promote the good and teach the incompe-
tent. “etc. Confucius thinks that the fundamental purpose for the su-
perior person to engage in government is to practise benevolence and
moral righteousness,that is ,to work in the interests of the people.
Confucius also thinks that the rulers should set good examples for
the people with their own conduct so as to win the people’s confi-
dence.

Also collected in The Analects of Confucius are Confucius’ view
of teaching and learning such as “Don’ inspire disciples until they
think hard but fail to understand the knowledge. Don’ help out dis-
ciples until they are eager to express themselves but fail to do so. ”
“To learn without thinking will get deceived. To think without

»”

learning will get confused. ”“To learn and then constantly review
what has been learned. “etc. Confucius attaches great importance to
the teaching of poems and music. He thinks that poems can arouse
one’s mind and help improve one’ virtues,and that music can stir up
one’s kindness and create harmonious relationship among the peo-
ple. Just because of these,Confucius stresses that poems and music
must be characterized by benevolence. He not only uses benevolence
as the criterion to judge musical compositions and poems, but also
managed to sort out and collate The Book of Songs and to examine
and revise the music after his return to the State of Lu from his
travel in other states.

Also collected in The Analects of Confuciusare Confucius’ com-
ments on some people and some events. When he comments on peo-
ple and events, he always uses benevolence as the criterion and he

does not readily say that so and so is benevolent.
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In order to expand the Chinese traditional culture and to let
more Chinese people and more foreign people understand the origi-
nals of the book The Analects of Confucwus, I have offered here its
detailed explanations and translations. I have not only offered de-
tailed notes to each of the notional characters,but also to each of the
function characters and the ancient Chinese sentence patterns . I
have translated its originals not only into simple modern Chinese but
also into simple English. Besides,I have offered concise accounts of
many of the chapters.

Here I wish to express my thanks to the authors whose books
and articles I've consulted:

Zhu Xi of the Song Dynasty :Colleclted Annotations of the Four

Books.
Qian Mu:The New ex planations of the Analects of Confucius.
Jiang Guozhu:The History of Epistemology of China.
Ma Zhenduo:The Ritual and Musical Culture and Confucius’
Bencvolence.
The Man of Natural State Is Transferred tnto
Real Man.

Any comments or criticisms from the readers will be very much

appreciated.

Wang Fulin
January 8,1996
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Confucius said, “Isn’t it a pleasure for one to learn and then

constantly review and practise‘what he has already learned? Isn’t
it a pleasure\for one to\have like-minded peopi&soming from

faraway places? If others don’t know him, he doesn’t feel

displeased. Isn’t it a superior person’s bearing?”

!
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5 !”

& LEFT RILFHEE .5, 2 HLEPHE D] ZiGRAH.
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R AL TFH  FEEAT” BRXER AL TR, 8 Fhao). Fak. 9.18. 8
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LT, 14 4R B, 15 K2 H . REEEH, BRBERKE L. 2"
RO I I0 L TR AL % Al DB M 5 A M B0 (U % MR F 3
N SRR RN S TN, 16 5. BAHF. 17 K. AR
i, AR BT B BIYREY, 18 3., 19,3868
) LB FH SR E DR, B CAGE”CAE” REYCT, 200 &R,
21 (2 RILTFAR H I EA GARRE . — AR T “(7 AR T R IEMA 47 B
Tk, — YIRS AT A IR P e, 7 RS, B L
BB DR 0 T R R N BT I B B
URBFAMMN KR, 22 5. BB, RN (5 BB AN T8,

W IR A S B, B R KM N E R B LR
AP, AEREL LENEFRANARREN BFHHTFE
MR AZ BRI SO B L T X PR RS 7= 4 20 A BHFI
WHE LK 4, KERRLC AR

Youzi said, “Those who are filial to their parents and
relspe‘ctful’to their elder brothers and yet like to disobey their
superiors are few. Those who don’t like to disobey their
superiors and yet like to start riots have never been found. A

superior person devotes himself to the cultivation of the

fundamental virtues filial piety and respect for his elder
brothers——the establishment of which will certainly result in
benevolence. Filial pi.ety and respect for oné_’s elder brothefs, I

think , must be the root of benevolence{” .
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DGR BRDUA, B TR E BGOSR ER P L EN. “R” RESHE,. KR &
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PR “ETTE BN B RO ARBRSE B

Confucius said, “Those who utter fine words and put on an

insinuating look are seldom benevolent|”
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Zengzi said,“Several times/sach da)/l examine myself;(}{aye

I been unfaithful giving counsels|fo others? Have I been

iﬁsin‘cere‘é& getting along with nmiy fnends? And have}l reviewed
and practised/the teachmg_sw teacher?’,

ioFECEFRZEHETE,TATEAER UM,
0 R BUES” LEH. 2. FRGhing) ZE, A+ T RE
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R EREWHE—R ELAPLEANETESELT A BBART
AR -BAXERR” ERLEU-REENPOFABRNENRA, 3. 2.
RAMBE, AL TF0”, 4. 8 R3HHE, BRP ML LBXE". 5 ¥.B¥F B
%, 6.7 EMFATE HRER, RRHFIXR AL TFHA". 76060,
S.WHL.FAFX. o ABMEMTR, 10 6.0H.EH. 11.R.EFH5E.

12. Bl RAMA, AR SRR AR, 12 FRIE”, 13, B REF IR EDEHKHE
R IREPCRRRES”. 14 B0H, AR HASRAERUN” RATHER
BEGRERA.

LFR BE-ITHA—-TREFNER, BEERB L
My X REBCEE L HPHE BN AUBFAXFEBHET . EHE
BRERRRE.”

Confucius said, “Ruling a country that has 1,000 chariots,
the ruler should attend to the state affairs reverently and
sincerely, be economical in expenditui'e, love his subordinates

and employ his people without causing delay in their farming.”

NeFEHCHFANE, H‘jﬂu%’1§ﬁﬁ’i{§fk9ﬁ%{:oﬁ7ﬁﬁ%
1ML v

E:LBTFFRA. 2AER. 3 UBEEPHEAN” EHWEEH, B,
ZAI” FREHA LR R R AL TR EEAN N FORMIR AL TR A
EEAP N FHOOTRESR., 4 F.FRLE. 5 M. HIIEN. 6.5.F
“H BBECEE R, 7 #l DO, 8. T PR AT MERER . RN
FFXRE,MHTFHA. o fF: M50, 103 ) EH. 1L KX &N, 12. %
CREHMHA, 1847 ZRIFTBRARE, - TRC” HR. 14 RSR
RIS, 16 LLRAEL M EEEBIN R, LT BERT “RA”7.
16. 2,43, 17. 30 ARF) P, XHZHBRGXEMA” KD (B)AL K5
W 18 %, 58,05, B4 RO BBARNERR . FBALFR L RA X E T L
i ALFER” BB ERE UL ERER” B,

fLFH - “FRAERORBRFMCEE, HITES R 0 R
WE R, /NEEFEHHER EEAALFEREECEMA.
. 4 L]



MEBBXBEE AR REITCF (B AL FEHIR”

Confucius said, “The young people, when at home, should
be filial to their parents and when away from home, should be
respectful to their elders. . The young people should be prudent
and trustworthy, cherish a deep love for all and be near and dear
to the benevolent, If they have energy left after they have well
done all these, they should learn The Book of Songs, The Book

of History, the proprieties and music. ”

L FEB “REZE:ERE, 8L . L F 5K
KHhEMHR.EERE, FLEL¥L.”

& LFRCBAFHEA G NENFFE. 2 BB 2ahid. 8

WEE” B4 BB, B RIFH DG M ETFORFLE". 3. 5.5
B IPRRHE”. 4 6. CQHETHER. 5 I WEBOFHE” FHE4%
¥, 635K, 7L HEPHFEAAR HEAE LT, 8 B.BE.
9. B M. 10 5 B4R IRED A7, 1030, e, 12 F IS, 13 TR
W RRMARRR AL TR, 4 HEAEHRHE, 15 8.3, 165
Z: REFILOE(EII K. 178 —2. 18353, 19. 2, BRI, Y
Feoh”. 200 R EEYE.RRIEESERE AASTT”.

THEHR: “BEZTHRFEE A HRETHESN FER
8 R FER X, EBETTEN SMARHE, RTHiE
B BRI 2GR (B AL K RO —E W2 T.”

Zixia said, “If a person attaches importance to his wife’s
virtue, not her features, does his utmost in serving his parents,
devotes his life to serving his prince and keeps his word in his
intercourse with his friends, I must say that he has learned The
Book of Songs, The Book of History, the proprieties and music,
though other people may say that he has not. ”
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E:LEFHE. 20 HEPHEN” BREN. RRERARTHER A
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Confucius said, “Without gravity and solemnity, a superior
person will not be dignified and his knowledge will not be solid.
He gives first place to faithfulness and truthfulness. He doesn’t
make friends with those who are riot as good as himself. When

he has faults, he does not fear to correct them.”
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Zengzi said, “If careful attention is paid to parents’
funerals, and sacrifices are given-to ancestors who died long ago,
the people’s virtue will consequently become excellent. ”
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