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Geographical Features

Yantai is situated on the eastern end of Shandong
Peninsula. It faces the Yellow Sea and Bohai Gulf to
the east, south and north and borders on Weifang and
Qingdao to the west. It has, under its jurisdiction, 11
counties, namely Penglai, Changdao, Zhaoyuan,
Yiexian, Laiyang, Qixia, Haiyang, Rushan, Wendeng

f - and Rongcheng and 2 cities of Weihai and Longkou . It

covers a total area of 18, 900 skm and has a popula-
tion of 8.15 million.Its urban population is 700, 000 in
an area of 834 skm,

Yantai is in the temperate zone of continental
climate and seasonal winds, with four distinct seasons.
Influenced by the ocean, its weather is moist and moder-
ate. The average annual temperature is 12 °C and the
annual precipitation is 700 mm.

History in Brief

Yantaji has a long history. About 10, 000years
ago, people laboured, lived and mutiplied there.In the
Xia Period (21th-16th century B.C ), there were nine
provinces in China and Yantai was under the
administration of Qing Province.In the Shang, West-
ern Chou and Spring and Autumn Period (16th-475
B.C), a Lai State was founded. When the Qin State
unified China in 221 B.C, the country was divided into
36 provinces and Yantai was put under the jurisdiction
of Qi Province. During the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.
D) , two prefectures named Dengzhou and Laizhou




were established in the area. The history of Yantai’s
sea transportation can be traced back to ancient times.
As early as in the Spring and Autumn Period, Yantai
had already become an important ancherage on the nav-
igation line from north to South China . With the Tang
Dynasty reaching its peak period of development,
Yantai’s sea transportation became even more flour-
ishing. It was throuth Yantai that most of China’ s
technology of silk, iron and paper- making was trans-
fered to Korea and Japan at that time. The modern
Yantai is one of China’s principal trading ports with -
the outside world .

Natural Resources

Yantai enjoys abundant natural resources. Its vast
fertile land and boundless ocean are teemed with an
enormous variety of aquatic products, large reserve of
minerals and various kinds of special native products.

Yantai’s topographical features are fairly diversi-
fied, offering the Land with favourable natural condi-
tions for the development of agriculture and other
sectors of the local economy. Being a major peanuts
producer, Yantai’s annual peanuts production ac-
counts for one-sixth of China’s total and it is general
accepted as a “tank”of edible oil in China. Yantai has
about I million mu of orchards planted with a dozen
types of dry and fresh fruits. The local apple, with a
history of a hundred years, has more than a hundred
varieties. Its annual production makes up one-fifth of
China’ s total. Laiyang Pear, a special local strain,
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has a history of well over 300 years. They were offered
to the emperors as special delicacies during the feudal
dynasties. Yantai is also the birthplace of tussah silk in
China and has built up a complete production system
of the special silk, covering silk worm breeding, reeling,
weaving, printing and dyeing. The local silk products
are exported to all over the world.

Yantai boasts a number of fine harbours along its
1, 300 km-long coastline. Its off-shore areas are rich
in salt resourses. The long ice-free period and the good
quality of the sea water offer an ideal breeding ground
and living conditions for all kinds of marine lives.
Some sceintific surveys show that there are over 600
kinds of marine plants and animals around the area
and a hundred of them are considered of high value.
Yantai has about a hundred off-shore islands with a
coastline of 250km, providing favourable conditions
for aquatic cultivation.

Yantai also abounds in mineral resources. About
49 kinds of minerals have been discovered and being
exploited, They include gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc,
iron, molybdenum, coal, magnesium, marble, granite
and guatze.Its reserves of gold, talcum, marble, granite,
magnesium and graphite are of considerable size, of
which the deposits of gold and talcum rank the first in
China.

Industry

The rich agricultural and mineral resources pro—
vide aboundent raw materials to the local industry.The




food- processing gold-mining, metallurgical, build". + ‘ B
materials, chemical and handicraft industries h: .
undergone great changes in recent years and th, i -
food- processing industry has made the fastest develop— 4 v
ment . It has 460 factories in 20 production categories,
including cannery, winery,aquatic products- processing,
cereal and oil  processing, bakeries and
beverages-making. The total work force is about
47, 000 emloyees. The mining industry has 470 enter- &
prises, producing about 20 kinds of major products.
The gold production alone has 28 enterprises, making ﬁ
Yantai one of the largest gold producers in China. #
Yantai s favourable position as a port city gives
itself an  ideal condition for  developing
export — oriented industry.In recent years, not only its
traditional export products such as clocks, wines,
canned-foods, locks and arts and crafts made
impressive progress, it has also created some new
export items, including textiles, machinery, chemical
products, hardware and handtools. Now the city has
260 export- oriented enterprises, making over 200 varie—
ties of export items.

Yantai has 1, 600 township-run industrial enter-
prises with a total of 150, 000 employees. Their annual
output value makes up 18 %of Yantai’s total.Besides,
the city’s energy industry has also made considerable
progress in recent years.
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Agriculture

In Yantai, 80 per cent of the population is in the
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