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Part 1
International Conference

As an academic researcher in any field, you must feel
increasingly required to participate in international
conferences, which is a way of broadening your
exposure to academic circles and becoming actively
involved in scholarly activities in the world. You may
have chances to attend various meetings, narrow or
broad in scope, such as conferences, symposia,
congresses, colloquia, conventions, convocations,
annual meetings, biennial meetings, meetings held at
three (or more) years interval, forums, summits,
seminars, workshops, round-tables, special panels,
poster sessions, exhibits, expositions, or other similar
situations. Your success in attending a meeting is based
on how effective you are. The ten units in this part are
designed to help you understand the important steps for
preparing for attending a meeting and give you a variety
of knowledge and techniques for performing effectively.
With the necessary knowledge, practical skills and
useful suggestions provided in this unit, you can make a
difference and make yourself successful in attending
international meetings.






Unit 7
Sources for
Conference Information

Whether or not you are delivering a paper, it is beneficial to attend a
professional meeting in your field. It will also do you good to read the
information about or the prints of a meeting, even if you do not have
the opportunity to attend it. Participating in professional conferences
and reading conference literature are good ways to keep abreast of the
latest developments in your field, which should become an important
part of your professional agenda. In this unit, you will find some
useful sources for international meetings.

1.1.1 The Internet and the World
Wide Web

As we all know that in the e-era of the information age, the Internet
is a popular source of information. There are over one billion pages
available on the World Wide Web. When you are thinking of taking
part in some professional activities, you’'ll need to use a search engine
to find information.

1. Intemet Search Engines

Internet search engines are tools that use computer programs to
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gather information automatically on the Internet. With this
information, they create a database. Each of the major search engines
attempts to do the same thing — namely, index the entire Web—so
they handle a huge amount of data which are frequently updated. The
search engines give access to very large collections, and provide the
most comprehensive search results,

Search engines are the best tools to use when you are looking for
very specific information or when you explore for possible meetings to
be held in your field. Usually when you need information on a very
detailed or multifaceted subject, a search engine will give you not
only more information, but also the most precise and up-to-date
information possible. If you are looking for a specific meeting or
possible forthcoming meetings, a search engine is the best place to
start. And you would be smart to use more than one, because each
engine gives different results, for although most of the major search
engines attempt to index the entire web, each one has a different way
of determining which pages are most relevant to your search request.
In one database of a search engine, a relevant document may be the
100th on the list; in another database, the same document may be the
first. In order to retrieve the most relevant documents, you should
become familiar with many search engines and their features and learn
to use the Internet and the World Wide Web effectively and efficiently
to get the MOST from resources and services available online.

The following are some of the most popular search engines
available on the Internet;

http: //www. yahoo. com

http. //www. google. com

http. //www. excite. com

http: //www. hotbot. com

http: //www. lycos. com

http. //www. northernlight. com
http: //www. nbei. com

http. //www. webcrawler. com
http. //www. infoseek. com
http: //www. about. com
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http: //www. ask. com

http: //www. baidu. com

When you search for information for a specific meeting, you may
take the name of the meeting as the chosen keywords; if you are
searching for some possible forthcoming meetings, words that
describe the important concepts of your search, such as
“nanotechnology”, “American History”, plus one of the following
search terms: meeting, conference, congress, convention,

symposium, forum, call for papers, call for abstracts,
announcement, activities, calendar, etc. Or you may specify a year,
such as 2005, in hopes of finding something to be held in the chosen
year.

If the results are not satisfactory, try the same subject terms in
a different search engine. Some search engines, such as Hotbot and
Excite, support concept searching; that is, the search engine
automatically searches for synonyms of the words you enter. For
example, if you asked for “symposium”, it might return results
with the word “workshop” or “conference” as well. Hotbot and
some other engines are good for very specific searches because they
have the capability to limit searches by date. If you’re new to the
Internet, you may want to try each of the above or other search
engines to see which one can help you get the most relevant results
for the same search request. If you want to save time in the long
run, however, it is a good idea to follow a certain strategy,
especially when you’re new to a particular search engine. A basic
search strategy can help you get used to each search engine’s
features and ensure good results if your search is multifaceted.
When you’re using the Internet you need to remember you're
sharing a resource that’s spread throughout the world. There will
be times when the net does not work perfectly. In any case, be
persistent and be ready to learn new things.

The following is an announcement for a symposium found in the
World Wide Web three years before it is held in 2004 (some details
are omitted) ;
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LANGUAGE IN SOCIETY
Sociolinguistics Symposium
April 2004

Newcastle upon Tyne, UK
The 15th Sociolinguistics Symposium, an international conference on
language in society, will be hosted in April 2004 by the Centre for Research
in Linguistics of the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. The conference’s
web page is: http://www. ncl. ac. uk/crl/pages/ss2004. htm!
Themes
The conference organisers welcome papers on any aspects of sociolinguistics.

Proposals on the following themes are particularly welcome;

Language and cross-cultural communieation

There will be thematic colloquia, convened by specialists, Abstracts can be
submitted as part of a colloquium, or individually for parallel sessions or
posters.

Call for Papers

It is likely that the deadline for submission of abstracts will be before
October 2003.

Keynote Speakers.

Peter Auer, University of Freiburg

Lesley Milroy, University of Michigan

Newcastle upon Tyne: The City

There are flights to Newecastle, the capital city of the North East of
England, directly from all major European cities as well as via London and
other British cities. The fastest train journey from London to Newcastle is 2
hours and 40 minutes, Newecastle is 1 hour and 20 minutes on the train to
Edinburgh and 55 minutes to York.

Local Organising Committee ( Principle Organisers) ;

* Dr, ......

Scientific Programime Advisory Committee .

(More to come)

Contact Details;

For further information, please contact.
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As you can see, from the above announcement, you can get the
expected date of the symposium and the main theme, the organizers
of the meeting and the contact details. With this information, you
could make much earlier preparations if you are interested in
attending it. You may find such kind of information from the Internet
if you explore it with a purpose. In going over these web pages, or
the list of thousands of related web page links in the “Web Page
Matches”, you may fortunately find out meetings you are most
interested in or at least get an idea what is happening and what will

happen in your field.
2. Meta-search Tools

Some specialized databases often hold their information in some
format different from HTML. So search engines do not index these
sites. There are some special meta-search tools that in a number of
cases can direct you to an alternative for the major search engines like
yahoo and Hotbot. The major meta-search engines available on the
net are;

http: //www. fossick, com

http: //www. search. com

http: //www. dogpile. com

http. //www. invisibleweb. com

http: //www. metacrawler. com

http: //www. abesearch. com
http: //AllSearchEngines. com
http: //www. leidenuniv. nl

Some of the above meta-search engines are discipline- or subject-
specific, others are collections of national or regional search engines.
They aim to help users locate the best search tools for their search
needs, resulting in faster and more accurate search results.

Notes
1. field N B

cf; area, discipline, interest, major, subject, scope, range, category
2. conference 4. k&
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search terms R I
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eg. ... (meeting) will be hosted by . .. (organization) on. .. (date) in. ..
Ceity) GE2)¥ i CGEVMD F GE B ZE G T

cf. be held, be convened, be organized, be sponsored

keynote speaker FEREA.TEESA

invited speaker BBESA
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