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Text

About the Internet
(RTHEFEM)

The Internet is an open interconnection of networks that enables connected
computers to communicate directly .

The Internet has had a relatively brief, but explosive history so far. It grew
out of an experiment begun in the 1960’ s by the U.S. Department of Defense
(DOD) . The DOD created a computer network, which linked U.S. scientific



and academic researchers. That network was ARPANET. It was the forerunner
of today’ s Internet.

In 1985, the National Science Foundation (NSF) created NSFNET, a se-
ries of networks for research and education communication .

NSFNET grew rapidly. Corporations such as Sprint and MCI began to build
their own networks, which linked to NSFNET. Then commercial firms and other
regional network providers took over the operation of the major Internet arteries .

Internet is based on a common addressing system and communications pro-
tocol called TCP/IP ( Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) . It has
revolutionized the computer and communications world like nothing before. In
mid-1993 the Internet was barely mentioned in the popular computing maga-
zines. In early 1995, access was available in 180 countries and there were more
than 30 million users. By 2000 about 100 million computers were connected via
the Internet. The Internet has supported global collaboration among people and
organizations, information sharing, network innovations, and rapid business
transactions. The development of the World Wide Web may lead to billions of
dollars worth of business transactions on the Internet in the future.

Even though the Internet is a global network, in many ways, it resembles a
small town, with similar services. Let’s say you want to send or receive your
mail. The Internet has electronic post offices. There are online libraries you can
use any time of the day or night. Chat rooms are the Internet equivalent of 24-
hour coffee shops, with people eager to gab anytime you want. With the explos-
ive growth of the World Wide Web, you can shop, order a pizza, preview a
movie, and listen to radio stations from around the world .

The following Internet services are important functions for most people.

1. E-mail. With Internet, people can compose, send, and receive elec-
tronic mails. Many people can get dozens of messages a day and consider it as
their primary way of interacting with the outside world .

2. Telnet. It allows you to establish a terminal session with a remote com-

puter. For example, you can use Telnet to connect to a host on the other side of




the world. Once the connection is made, you can login to that computer in the
regular manner. (Of course, you will need a valid user account and password. )
Telnet also allows two programs to work cooperatively by exchanging data over
the Internet.

3. File transfer. It allows you to transfer files from one computer to anoth-
er. Most of the time, you will use FTP (File Transfer Protocol) to copy a file
from a remote host to your computer. This process is called downloading. How-
ever, you can also transfer files from your computer to a remote host. This is
called uploading. In addition, if you should find it necessary, FTP will allow
you to copy files from one remote host to another.

4. Newsgroup. Newsgroups are specialized forums in which users with a
common interest can exchange messages. Thousands of newsgroups exist on In-
ternet, on technical and nontechnical topics, including computers, science, re-

creation, and politics.

New Words
1. Internet [ 'intonet | n. BHEM, B Fr 5Bk ) 4%
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3. netwdrk [ 'netwak ] n. W&, FRY, %K
4. communicate [ ko'mjunikeit ] v. YE, BIF, &k, By
5. enterprise [ 'entopraiz ] n. 4edv, W, R
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38. chat [ et ] v. WK, Wik

n. WX, Wig
39. equivalent [ i'kwivolont] adj . HER, SHW

n. 0¥, HEY
40. gab (geeb] n. W&

vi. R, BV, B4k
41. preview [ 'prizvju:] n. T

. BEEER, BUE, B
42 . represent [ rizpri'zent ] v, TW, #iz, RIE, E
43. compose ( kom'pauz ] v. ., B, HF
44 . primary [ 'praimeri | adj. FEH, FILH
45. interact [ iintor'eekt ] vi. HAER, BHEW
46. outdistance [ aut'distons] v. WEEkX, BB
47. remote [ ri'mout ] adj . BIEK, MRS, R
48 . host [ houst ] n. EH, FA
49. login [ login] v. HA (RH), M, &
50. regular [ 'regjulo] adj. MME), ZFH, K
51. manner [ 'meena(r) ] n. JFE, B, I, AL
52. valid [ 'vaelid ] adj. B, E4/, FHK
53. account [o'kaunt ] n. Pk, KH, k5
54. password [ 'passwad ] n. %6, 0%
55. cooperativity [kouppera'tiveti] . WE (#), W (H)
56. transfer [ treens'fo:] n. I, B3, £

vl . %*g
57. copy [ 'kopi ] n. &, BiE, EHE
58. forum [ 'forrom | n. Wwin, BE, iTiE<

Phrases & Expressions
Z45H 1k
2. grow out of Hi---TIR

1. so far



