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SUMMARY

The Comparison of Zhu Xi and
Li Ligu’s Philosophical Thought

As a New — confucian scholar of the 16th century Korea, Li Ligu
(ZEES), together with Li Tuixi (ZXBE), were exalted as “the two
masters of Zhu Xi’s learning” . The former initiated the Ji hu school (£
M%&) and the latter initiated the Lin nan school (I$FF2£&K) . Both
of them had made great contributions for the development of New — Confu-
cianism.

Entering Korea since the later period of the Korean dynasty, Zhu Xi’
s learning had made great progress in its dissemination with the emergence
of such localized academic schools as Ji hu and Lin nan. Korean New —
confucians were eager to grasp the spirit of Zhu Xi’s theoretical system.
However, owing to the complexity of his learning, Ji hu school and Lin
nan school had given out different interpretations based on their own un-
derstanding. It were some basic points like “the four beginnings and the
seven emotions” (I % -L 1§ ) that triggered fervent arguments ambng
them, which finally set the Korean New — confucianism on the path of the
abstract mental philosophy. Li Ligu and Li Tuixi both inherited Zhu Xi’s
mental philosophy, and the former’s grasp, in my opinion, might be
somewhat better than the latter’s . As the sponsor of Ji hu School, Li

Ligu on the one hand absorbed Zhu Xi’s thought and on the other hand
1




created his own learning with its unique traits. Li Ligu fully inherited and
developed Zhu Xi s Neo - Confucianism in Li (principle) and Qi (ma-
terial) Theory, Xin (mind - and - heart) and Xing ( human nature )
Theory, Ge wu (gaining knowledge by the study of things and nature)
Theory, Cultivation Theory. His Originality is reflected in “the abstruse
beauty of Principle and Material”,  “Principle riding moving Material
through Four Beginnings and Seven emotions” , Separate Description of
Knowledge and Practice”, “Cultivating Mentality through Experiencing
the Original Mind” and so on.

Beginning with the introduction of Zhu Xi and Li Ligd s personal
background and their social thought, this dissertation will examine the
constitution of Neo-Confucianism. Besides, a whole and systematioc study
will be made on the comparison of Zhu Xi and Li Ligu s philosophical
thought in detail.
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