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1. A Witty Speech

Few other nations

are so much interested

in horse-racing as the

English. The famous
races near Ascot are held
every year and followed
by sport fans all over -
England. The king (or

queen) also attends thgm and presents the winner

with a gold cup. The name of the lucky winner of

the Ascot cup is pronounced by every one like that

of a great hero.

It happened once, however, that the gold cup
was stolen a few days before the race! The police
searched for it all over the counjtry, but could not
find it.

Just at that time, Mark Twain arrived in England.
He was invited by an English Literary Society to be

present at a dinner given in his honour. After dinner

the President of the society rose to propose a toast to

Mark Twain’s health and praise in every K way the

talent of the famous American. Mark Twain in his

reply started his speech with .the followiag words:’

“Gentlemen, I thank yoix for 'the g‘fﬁ\at:*‘kﬁ_ our

s, 1 .,
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you have done me, though I very much doubt whether

all your countrymen join you ig your warm welcome.

When I arrived at Dover yesterday, and set my foot
in ‘Merry old England’, the first thing I saw wasa
newspaper poster and on it, to my great surprise,
I read two headings printed in big red letters:
Mark Twain Arrives!
Ascot Cup Stolen!

These two announcements stood so closely to-

gether, that it really seemed, gentlemen, as if some
people in this country were sure that my arrival

had something to do with the disappearance of the

gold cup!”
~ This witty speech of the famous American author

was met with a shout of laughter.

Notes

1, Few other nations are so much interested in
horse-racing as the English. RAPEFHTEE W H
BRAGE A TR RE X6 T 8 R 2418, '

2, sport fans ;EFNBiFH

8. present the winner with a gold cup [ JF ZMWi%

4. The name of the lucky winner of the Ascot cup

is pronounced by every one like that of a great

hero. S:EIAscot i RIBH £, AR Y X K
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5. an English Literary Society —A¥E 2@k

12,

. to be present at a dinner given in his honour

ARG E S

. rose to propose a toast to Mark Twain’s-health

VR B R IT - B i BT AR

) prajse in every way the talent of the famous

America1 XFX N & 32E A LR A KM

. the great honqur you have done me K{IST

b Pk By S

. whether all your countrymen join you in . your

warm welcome BEFBREIFTH M E R RE M 31 1§
Wi

. I read two headings printed' in big red letters:

BEIN_LABANREHRE: N
ny arrival had something to do with the disap-
pearance of the gold cup MEYFAWEIT B E
Hx '

Exercises

Decide whether the following sentences are true or .
false: ' :
1. Only the English people like horse-racing.
2 The races near Ascot are very famous.
3. The winner of the races can get a gold cup.
4. The winners are all great heroes.

Once the gold cup was stolen just a few: days

.

P -

before the raceys. , . . &
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. It so happened that Mark Twain arrived in

England just then.
He wanted to watch the races, too.
People warmly welcomed him and gave a dinner

in his honour.

9. Mark Twain was sure that many people in
England didn’t welcome him.

10. They even suspected he had stolen the gold
cup.

11, Mark Twain wanted to make a speech to
clear himself up. |

12, Mark Twain’s speech was very successful

because it was full of wits.

Make the following nouns into adjectives.

1, hero; 2, gold; 3. nation; 4. honour;
5. doubt.
Change the following verbs into nouns:
1. arrive; 2, invite; 3, propose;
4, laugh; 5, disappear.

V. Comprehension practice:

a NOoO O R e

Where are the famous races held every year?
Who also attends them?

What happened to the gold cup once?

Who arrived in England just then?

By whom was he inviged?

What did he read on a newspaper poster?

. Why‘was he met with a shout of laughtes



when he ended his speech?.
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2. A Free Hair-cut

A barber was in his
shop, busily cutting a man’s
hair, when a handsome
young stranger came in. He
had a small boy with him.
They sat down together
and waited until the barber
had finished. Then the
young man told the barber

to shave him and to cut the small boy's hair.
The barber said, “Do you want me to cut the

boy's hair first, or to shave you?”
~ “Oh, shave me,” said the young man. “Then I'll

go down the road and have a glass of wine while

you're cutting the boy’s hair.”

The young man sat down in the barber’s chair,
and the barber began to shave him.

When he had .finished, the young man -got up .
and said, “I'll go down the road now and have my
wine while you’re cutting the boy's hair.”

“All right, but don’t take long,” the barber
warned him. The young man went out, the small
boy obediently sat down in the barber’s chair, and
the barber hegan to cut his bair.



As he had said, he soon finished, and then the
boy sat down and waited. At the end of half an
hour, when the young man had still aot come back,
the barber said to the boy. “It is a pity that your
daddy’s taking such a long time. Where is he likely

to be now?”

“l can’t guess,” answered the small boy “and
that man wasn’t my daddy. I’ve never seen him
before in my life. I was playing in the street this
morning, and he came up to me and asked me

whether I'd like to have my hair cut without ﬁ'av.ing

to pay aaything. [ said I would, because my hair

was rather long, so he brought me here,”

Netes

1, & free hair=cut /AN
2. waited until the barber had finished — LA
BRI BT

8. Do you waat me to cut the boy's hair first,
or to shave you? MERELBHLTER, T4 4 4
4774 - ' '

4. Then'I'll 'go down the road and have a glass of

" wine while you’re cutting the boy’s hair. R,
RRABTH L, RED B IE L LB HE,

‘5. Where is he likely to be now? Si7efl nfsezEms R
e . :

‘4, osked me whether I'd like to bave my bLair cut

o« 7 .



without having to pay anything RBBERER
NREAR :
| Exercises S

I. Choose the best item to complete the following

each sentence: -
1. A barber is a person who __ .

a. cuts men's hair; b, dresses women's -
hadir;
c. helps men shave; d. (a) and (c).

2. A handsome young man must be ___ ;
a. beautiful; - b, good-looking;- - -
¢. pretty; _ d, ugly. -

8. A stranger is a persos .

8. you often meet; b','vho is very strange;
¢. you don't know; .d,_who often does strange

i things..
4. The young man wagoied the barber to shave

him first, because.

‘8. he wanted to have a glass of wine while
the barber was cutting the boy’s. hair;
'b. he wanted to have a free hair-cut;
+ ¢, he knew the boy was obedient and was

willing to wait; 3 .
~ .+, he knew the barber would shave his beard
quickly.

xun 8y As the young man was. lsav.iugﬁ,',_thaee,b&rbgr
.r ‘: .» - : C. .



warned him not to take long, because -

a. the barber had known he would never
come back;

b. the barber was afraid that he wouldn’f
come back;

c. the barber was afraid that he woulda't
come back early;. ' :

d. the barber was afraid that the boy was
not his own child. o o

. The young man left the barber’s shop, the

barber began to cut the boy's hair. He thought

that ‘

2. the boy must be the young man's son;

b, the boy must be very obedient; »

c. the young man must come back very late;

d. the young man must be a strange man.

. At the end of half an hour, the young man

"had not come back, he must .

a, have lost his way; b, have run away;

¢, have drunk too-much;

d. have forgot the boy. -

. The small boy couldn’t tell where the maa

was, because .

‘a. he wanted a free hair-cut;

b. he had never known the man before;

c. he wanted to help the young man;

d. he was afraid of the young man.



1. What words in the passage mean the opposites
of the foliowing: ‘
1. long; 2. unfinished: 3. big; 4. old;
5. last; 6. disobedieatly; 7, short;
8. ugly.
lHl. Camprehension practice:
1. Who came in when the barber was cutting a
man’s hair?
2, What did the young man ask the barber to
do? ‘ ‘ .
- 8. What did the young man do when he ‘had
finished? |
4. What did the barber warn thc;,'young man?
5. Did the young man come bac;k?
6. How did the young man find the little boy?

s 10 ¢



3. A Clever Manager

Very few people

were coming to eat at
the White Rose Restau-

rant, and its owner did

not know what to do.

The food in his restau-

rant was cheap and good,

but ‘nobody seemed to
want to eat there.
Then he did something that changed all that,

and in a few weeks his restuarant was always full

of men with their lady friends. Whenever a gentle-
man came in with a lady, a smiling waiter gave

each of them a beautiful menu. The menus looked

exactly the same on the outside, but there was an

[important ‘difference inside. The mena that the

waiter gave to the men gave the correct price for

edch dish and each bottle of wine, while the menu
that he gave to the lady gave a much higher price!

So when the man calmly ordered dish after dish

and -wine after wine, the lady thought he was much
more generous than he really was!

o 11 o



