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Unit 1_Education

Lesson 1 Online Conservatory. Com.

High technology is making a lot more difficulties for kids to find

excuses not to practice their Internet piano lessons, unless there is the

power shortage. Daniel Steallen explains how the information highway

could be the ban of childhood excuses.

Reporter:

Gordon;

Reporter:

Gordon:
Reporter:

Anny Kazasky here is getting ready for his piano lesson. But
his home is in New Jersey, and his teacher, Arry Gordon,
is three thousand miles away in Longdale, California.

OK. We'll begin today’s lesson. With the blue scale, we’ll
get something like this. (piano music)

The web site online conservatory dot com. for students and
teachers together with a click of mouse. Using specially de-
signed software, teachers and students can follow each
other’s keystrokes by watching the keyboard on the comput-
er screen. And they can talk to each other in real time.
OK. Good. That’s a good start.

Kazasky says he always wants to learn to play, but never
seems to have the time. Now he takes lessons right in his

own living room, and time that fits his schedule.

Kazasky: To have our lesson, you’ll need half an hour of your time.

Reporter:

Gordon;

Since January, more than eight hundred students in fifty-

five countries from America to Afghanistan have taken

lessons to the online conservatory.

I made a statement. It will forever change the way people
1



learn their music. And it’s true.

Speaker: Students can choose their own music style from classic to hi-
pop, and they can choose their teacher. And the costs vary
from instructors. The average price for half an hour is twen-
ty dollars. But students say it’s the convenient and they can
fit it.

Kazasky: So, and thanks.

Gordon: OK, take care. Good-by.

New Words
kid n. INE, D
excuse &0
power shortage o, WA
information highway (ER=8:-308 23
ban v. /n. 2k
New Jersey (EE)FEAM
Longdale n. (EE M) BB /R
scale n. (FHR)FM
key n. WMER R
stroke n. MR
keyboard n. MEZER
screen n. GHEVLE) BR
schedule n. At [E] 3%
Afghanistan n. B = 7
classic n. HHEER(BEFRER)
pop n. WATE R
instructor n. W, Bk



Notes

1. &R unless RER, BBE“WMRER", “BRIE", PIHMT.

a) I shall go there unless it rains.

MRERTH, REVTBEE,

b) I will not go unless I hear from him.

- mRAEREAR, RELE,
2. AR conservatory [d conservatoire, B IREAL, REI#ER

Exercise

I . Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1.

High technology makes children difficult to find excuses not to

practice their Internet piano lessons.

. Anny Kazasky and his teacher, Array Gordon, live in the same

state in America.

. Teachers and students cannot see each other’s keystrokes on

the computer screen.

. Kazasky takes piano lessons right in his living room.

. Students can choose their own music style, but cannot choose

their teacher.

. The average price for an hour is forty dollars.

1 . Topic for discussion.

Do you like having lessons through Internet? Why?



Lesson 2 Whiz Kids

All children possess an energy reserve that can be developed if par-
ents take an active role in their child’s learning development. The
learning is from birth through age 6, because the brain develops fastest
during this time. Newborns learn the fastest, followed by one-year-
olds. Welcome back to this special parenting edition of Your Health.

All children are special, each bringing something unique to the
world. But every once in a while, a child is born with an extraordinary
gift that simply cannot be explained. You're about to meet one such
child, a boy with an incredible intellect and wisdom well beyond his
years.

“Beautiful. ”

Gregory Smith is reaching unimaginable heights. At only 11 years
old, this precocious young boy with a mop of blond hair is bounding off
to his second year of college.

“I think I have been given a special gift from God, and, I'll use
this gift, hopefully someday, to become the president of United
States. ”

With an I.Q. so high it can’t be measured, “P(x) =Sin(x)/x",
Gregory'’s brilliance is a constant source of wonder and amazement just
about everyone, including his own Mum.

“Did you learn this today?”

“Yes. ”

“He taught it and you learned it, and now you are teaching it to

“OK. "

“All right. ”



“There is no explanation for how he knows, what he knows, how
he went from point A to where he is now. I can’t explain. ’

His gift was apparent from the start. He began talking at two and
a half months, reciting the alphabet before he could walk.

Gregory skipped most of the elementary and all of middle school,
going from second grade to finish high school in just 3 years. On his
graduation, two days after his tenth birthday, he picked up a high
school diploma and lost a baby tooth. Today he’s settling into his
sophomore year at Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, Virginia. Fast
to become fluent in French, and soaking up the language of science,
Gregory has a passion for math. Yet the boy with such tremendous in-
tellect is still a kid, a kid whose favorite treat is a scoop of vanilla ice-
cream with sprinkles and between licks he sprinkles his conversation
with adult insight on global issues.

“Do you think we’ll see peace in the Middle East i your life
time?”

“Hard to say. What we need to do is to start with children, be-
cause they’re going to be the next generation. ”

He already has the attention of world leaders and devotes his per-
sonal website to promoting non-violence.

“In my life, I can think of 3 heroes that I've been countered:
Martin Luther King Jr. , Muhammad Gandhi and Jesus Christ. 7

If he keeps going at this pace, this little man on campus could
graduate and go on to earn a Master’s Degree before he is old enough to
get his driver’s license. But Gregory’s favorite escape is here, high on
the top of the Blueridge Mountains of Virginia, a place where this re-
markable young boy leaves his college course low and behind, but still
thinks big.

“I don’t know why people set the sky’s limit. It’s just not to me.
Why does the sky have to be a limit? Why can’t it be further, why
can’t it be the universe? I don’t care where we set the boundary in the
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sky.

And keep in mind gifted children also have special needs. While

the government sets aside billions of dollars each year for children with

learning disabilities, only a fraction of that amount is really marked for

the needs of gifted children. Well, that’s our show for this week,

thanks for joining us for the special parenting edition of Your Health.

incredible

mop (of hair)

bound off

skip

diploma

sophomore

fluent

a scoop of vanilla icecream

sprinkles

promote non-violence
boundary
disability

fraction

New Words

adj. MELL BRI
n. ALEEN LK
PE BT
v. Bext, ig
n. By 3088, FALES
n. (K#E) ZHER
adj. R, R
— R BB
n. WEE LM —BERA
RE
BSERN
n. FR
TR, TURE
n. NG, — R
Exercises

I . Multiple choices: choose the best answer to each question.

1. Parents should take an active role in their child’s learning de-

velopment from birth through age 6 because

a. the body develops the fastest during this period of time

b. the brain develops the fastest during this period of time



c. children of this age group are obedient
d. teachers do not play an active role
2. Which of the following statements is not true?
a. Gregory is a child whose extraordinary gift can hardly be
explained.
b. His intellect and wisdom goes beyond his years.
¢. His mother knows exactly why he is so outstanding.
d. He thinks God gives his gift.
3. Which of the following statements is not true?
a. His gift was apparent from the start.
b. He could recite the alphabet as soon as he could walk.
c. He skipped most of the elementary and all of the middle
school.
d. He lost a baby tooth on graduation day from high school.
4. Which of the following statements is not true of Gregory’s
sophomore year?
a. He is settling into his sophomore year.
b. He becomes a sports star on campus.
c. He is fast to become fluent in French.
d. He has a passion for math.

5. Gregory enjoys himself on the top of the mountains because

a. here he can talk to the three heroes he admires
b. here he can leaves his college course behind and thinks big
c. here he can organize a party with his classmates

d. he enjoys a sense of greatness on the top of the mountains

I . Topic for discussion.
What should the government, schools, and parents do for gifted

children?



Lesson 3 Sex Education in America

Today the focus is on the family, from your children’s health to
choosing the right sport. But first we turn to the topic of sex education
in the nation’s schools. Today it is more than simply talking about the
birds and the bees. And according to a new survey, the vast majority
of parents say that their children aren’t getting enough information to
make those difficult real life decisions.

Even though sex education is considered as a standard part of the
curriculum, parents say the nation’s junior and senior high schools are
not going for enough.

Parents want their kids to be prepared for real life. And they
want them to have sex information they need too, to be prepared to
handle the different situations that they might face.

The findings are based on interviews with more than 4,000 stu-
dents, parents and educators. Two out of three parents say sex educa-
tion deserves more class time. That includes covering topics that are
considered controversial. The majority of parents surveyed want teach-
ers to talk about Aids, abortion and homosexuality. For most stu-
dents, sex education is taught in just a handful of classes, often limited
to the birds and the bees basics.

“If you just, you know, have it one year, and let it go, that can-
not do anything. People aren’t going to pay attention. If you keep it
going, you know, really hammered in, I think maybe kids will be af-
fected by it. ”

A separate study, just released by Ellen Goop Marker Institute,
also finds sex education in public schools falls short and congludes pro-

grams pushing abstinence have failed.
8



New Words

the birds and the bees P LEBRY)) B XAEXRMESR
HIR

curriculum n. VERE, (— M #FRELFFFY)
LWIRE

findings n. 2k, FRER

controversial adj. HEWUH

abortion n. W

homosexuality n. =] P

abstinence n. B,

Exercises

I . Answer the following questions.

What is the focus of the program?
What will we first deal with?

What are the findings of a new survey?

How was the survey carried out?

wm AW N =

What is the conclusion of a separate study released by Ellen
Goop Marker Institute?

I . Topic for discussion.

Do you think sex education in middle schools is important? Why?



Lesson 4 The Future of Education

As early as 1830s, students on the American frontier then en-

gaged in distance learning through commercial correspondence courses.

In the 20th century, radio and television enhance learning from a far.

But it’s to be Internet to revolutionize distance learning. It's now

called E-learning. And it’s one of the fastest growing pieces of $ 700

billion education pie. Kitty Pilgrim reports.

Reporter:

Walker:

Reporter;

Walker:

10

Carla Tisdale-Walker walks across the street from Thomas
Edison state college in 20 New Jersey. She is working on a
degree there. But she rarely sets foét on campus. Carla is
on the road to an online masters in management. Her
classroom maybe virtual, but the credit she earns via the
Internet are real.

Back I come home. I can be at home, stay at home, do I
need to do as a mother, as a wife, and still be able to go
online and do my homework. It’s on some discipline to get
online every week.

Carla works full time for the New Jersey Secretary of the
State. Her husband is a police officer with a very unpre-
dictable schedule. She also has two boys. (boys scream-
ing)

Right now they are four and five, and they have to be
picked up by daycare by six o’clock. Or you know, I have
nobody, you know, to actually watch and look after them
after six o’clock. So for me to go to class after six would

be impossible.



