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Introduction

This book has a thorough and systematic study on the basic theories and
systems of Chinese constitutional law by using the newest research fruits of the
science of constitution for reference with the aim of serving teaching practice. It
probes into a series of significant issues related to the constitution during the
transformation of Chinese social system.

This book consists of an introduction and eleven chapters. It includes four
parts: the Basic Theories of Constitutional Law, the State Theory in the Science
of Law, Citizen and Citizen’s Rights, the Theories of Related Issues Derived
From Interrelations Between State and Citizen. The Basic Theories covers two
chapters: Principles of Constitutional Law and Historical Development of Consti-
tutional Law. The State Theory covers seven chapters: the State Nature, the
Organizational Form of Political Power, Structural Forms of State, Economic
System, Civilizational System, State Organizations and State Embiem. This part
has a systematic introduction to and discussion about all kinds of systems related
to state in the constitution in pursuit of the state theories based on state struc-
ture, state power and state liability. Citizen and Citizen’s Rights includes the
chapter of Citizen’s Basic Rights and Obligations that explains the knowiedge and
theories about the basic rights and obligations of citizens, analyzes the contents
and characteristics of the basic rights and obligations of citizens and the means to
fulfil citizen’s basic rights and freedom and offers proposals to further improve
China’s constitutional rights system and its meaning to secure human rights. The
Theories of Related Issues Derived From Interrelations Between State and Citizen
includes the chapter of Primary Masses’ Autonomous Organizations as well as
System of Political Party and System of Political Consultation. This part discusses
the above systems’ constitutional meaning and reflects the science of
constitution’s concem for the theory of “Third Sector” .

This book makes some new attempts in its contents and pattems. Each
chapter offers to summarize its content and list important and difficult points. After
each chapter, there is bibliography that provides publishing in the recent twenty
years and questions related to it and key technical.
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Introduction of the Author

Liu Maolin, male, was bom in October, 1963 in Tianmen County, Hubei Province,
P. R. C.. He graduated and obtained a Bachelor’s degree of law from the Law Department of
the Hubei College of Economics and Finance in July, 1984. Then he became a postgraduate of
Constitutional Law and got a Master’s degree in July, 1987. Mr. Liu was promoted to a lec-
turer in March, 1991, and as associate professor in 1993, and as professor in 1998. Now he
is a professor of the South-Central University of Economics, Finance and Law. In the
meanwhile he is the director of J. M. Center, the vice Dean of the Law School as well as
the tutors” head of constitutional law and administrative law postgraduate program. In ad-
dition, Prof. Liu won the following titles: Vice Chairman of Constitutional Law Research
Center of Chinese Jurists’ Association, Commissioner of Law Education Research Center of
Chinese Jurists’ Association, Standing Commissioner of Hubei Jurists’ Association, Vice
Chairman of Constitutional Law Commission of Hubei Jurists’ Association. Prof. Liu was
awarded as the Outstanding Young or Middle-aged Scholar of Hubei Province and the Dis-
tinguished Young or Middle-aged Academic. He’s also a member of the National Judicial
Examination Committee. Prof. Liu visited Berne University, Switzerland as an advanced
visiting scholar from March to June in 1997.

The author has been teaching and specializing in Constitutional Law and attained re-
markable achievements in the basic theories and local governmental systems. He has pub-
lished seven academic books such as Contemporary Chinese Governmental Systems, New
Perspectives on China’s Constitutional Law, Peasants’ Law Awareness and Law’s Con-
struction in the Countryside, Theory and Practice on People’s Congress’ Construction at
the Level of Village and Township, etc. He also published more than sixty articles in the
influential academic journals such as China’s Science of Law and Research on Science of
Law. The influential ones are as follows: “Reform and China’s Constitutional Law’s Im-
provement’, “Constitutional Law and Constitutional Order”, “On Reconstruction of
Constitutional Law System”, “What is Constitutional Law” , etc. He hosted or participat-
ed in seven national and provincial research programs. He was the chief editor or editors
of seven textbooks such as A Textbook of Constitutional Law, The Science of Constitution
and Constitutional Law. The Ministry of Justice granted The Textbook of Constitutional
Law second class award of Excellent Textbooks.
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