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A Brief Introduction

The book adopts a systematic look at the life and beliefs
of Wen Tianxiang. Approaching the figure from the extensive
background of his time, i. e. the dramatic transition of Song
and Yuan dynasties, it fathoms into the changes in his beliefs
and poems, and convincingly drives home that when Wen
was a typical feudal functionary before the reign of Emperor
Gong, his poems were commonplace ones, and that his
works became the most effulgent and excellent only when he
was turned into an unyielding fighter against the intruders,
i.e. the to-be rulers of the Yuan dynasty. It aims to reveal
that Wentsm is actually the dignity of an ideal personality,
with great moral philosophy behind.

The book keeps a careful chronicle of Wen’ s life and
his belief changes. In a bid to develop a full-bodied image of
the biographee, it combines narration and comments, and
intersperses biography with remark. It has deliberately
guarded against the temptation of conceptualizing and
formularizing Wen’ s character, and tries to present the

readers with a truthful and convincing account.
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Chapter One Hot Youth
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Chapter Three Fighting against Yuan Intruders
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