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About the Author

Samuel Langhorne Clemens was born in Flori-
da,Missouri, in 1835. Although he left school when
he was only twelve years old, he became a man of
many interests and occupations. He began his career
as a printer, then became a pilot of a Mississippi
riverboat. Afterwards, when he worked as a journal-
ist, travel writer, and publisher, Clemens decided to
use a pen name. “Mark Twain”came from Clemens’
riverboat days, when measuring the depth of the
water was called“marking the twain.”

Twain has been described as hot-tempered and
cynical, but also as tender and sentimental. His love
for the past and his feelings for his country helped
him produce some of his finest books.

Although Twain wrote many short stories, arti-
cles,and novels, including A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’ s Court , The Prince and the Pauper ,
and Life on the Mississippi , he is probably best re-
membered for The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn . Both of these
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books, Twain admitted, were based on experiences
he had in his boyhood and on people he knew as he
grew up along the Mississippi River.

Before he died in 1910,Mark Twain—the boy
who left school at the age of twelve—received hon-
orary degrees from universities in the United States
and in Europe. Today, Mark Twain is remembered
and loved as one of America’s greatest writers.
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CHAPTER 1

Huck’s New Life

[67BY#TES

You might have heard of me if you read The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. My
name is Huckleberry Finn. I have always lived in
this same little town of St. Petersburg, Missouri. My
father is the town drunk! and isn’ t around much. So
I’ ve spent most of my life fishing on the banks of -
the Mississippi, sleeping in doorways?, and having
great adventures® with my friend Tom Sawyer.

Things were always pretty dull* around here
until Tom and I discovered hidden treasure. We
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found twelve thousand dollars in gold! It was
money that had been buried by robbers, so Judge
Thatcher decided it was rightfully' ours. Tom and I
got six thousand dollars apiece?.

The Judge put the money in the bank for us,
and we each got an allowance® of a dollar a day. For
us,in that little town, it was more money than we
knew what to do with. But the money didn’t make
me happy.

At about this time, the Widow Douglas decided
to take me in* and raise me.as her own son. She was
kinda grateful®, I guess, ' cause® I helped save her
life. But it was rough’ living in a house all the time.
The Widow made me wash and dress up and eat all
my meals at regular hours. She even took me to
church. When I couldn’ t stand® it any more, I ran
away and got into my old rags. Then I felt free and
happy. But Tom Sawyer hunted me up’ and said he

1. ['raitfoli] ad. & 34
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The Widow Takes Huck to Church.
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was going to start a club. And I could only be a
member if I went back to living a respectable' life
with the Widow Douglas.

So I went back,and the Widow cried over me,
calling me a “poor lost lamb’. ”She put me in a new
suit of clothes that made me feel uncomfortable and
sweaty” all over again. I had the hardest time getting
used to regular meals and polite talk.

Then there was Miss Watson, the Widow’ s
sister,who had just come to live with her. She took
an immediate interest in me and tried to teach me to
read and spell. These lessons just made me tired and
lonesome*. By and by, she would send me to bed
with a piece of candle for light.

One night after my lesson, I felt so unhappy
there, I wished I was dead. [ sat in the quiet house
and listened for the sound of the wind or the rustle’
of the trees. After a while, I heard a “Meow’!
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Lessons Make Huck Tired.
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Meow!” coming from beneath! my window.

It was Tom’s signal. He had called a midnight
meeting of our club. I answered his signal with my
own “Meow. "Then I slipped into® my clothes very
quietly and was out the window in a flash.

We all met by a clump of® bushes not far from
the Widow’ s house. There was me and Tom and
Ben Rogers and Tommy Barnes and Joe Harper. We
talked for a little while,and then we all took an oath
of loyalty to the club. We elected Tom captain and
Joe Harper second captain, and then we started
home.

I climbed up the shed* and crept into my win-
dow just before daybreak. My new clothes were
greased-up® and full of clay,and I was dog-tired®.
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