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Preface

This book provides law students and attorneysrelativelynew tothe field
of intellectual property law a succinct, single-volume, first-principles
demystification of U.S. patent law. My goal in writing the book has
been not to supplant the several excellent patent law and litigation
casebooks now on the market, but rather to supplement them by
targeting the current gap in the literature between the casebooks and
multivolume treatises more suitable for in-depth patent law research.

An Introduction to Patent Law consists of 12 chapters covering the
principal legal doctrines, key judicial authority, governing statutes,
and guiding policy considerations in both of the major divisions of
patent practice: (1) the requirements for obtaining a U.S. patent and
(2) the means by which issued patents are enforced—and their validity
challenged. The final chapter addresses central aspects of interna-
tional patent law as they impact U.S. practice. The chapters progress
in the order in which I prefer to teach the basic course in patent law,
but each chapter can stand alone so as to be taught in any sequence.
Visual aids, sample documents, key terms highlighted in the text and
defined in the Glossary, a Table of Cases, Internet citations, and a
comprehensive subject matter Index enhance the book’s accessibility.

I gratefully acknowledge the following intellectual property scholars
for their very helpful feedback on earlier drafts of this work: Donald
Chisum, Cynthia Ho, Tim Holbrook, Paul Janicke, Carl Moy, Craig
Nard, Katherine Strandburg, Lawrence Sung, and Warren Woessner.
I also am grateful to those reviewers whose comments were solicited
anonymously by Aspen Publishers. Carol McGeehan, Barbara Roth,
and Paul Sobel of Aspen Publishers, along with Suzanne Rapcavage,
supplied critical editorial advice and support. Robert Artuz, Adrienne
Kitchen, and Shannon McGarrah provided outstanding research assis-
tance. Ilene Breitbarth, Karen Halverson, Sheba Mueller, and Julie
Spanbauer provided moral support, encouragement, and good com-
pany throughout the drafting and revising process.

Finally, I would like to dedicate this book to the memory of Judge
Giles Sutherland Rich, 1904-1999, the consummate teacher whose

passion for patent law and a life fully lived continues to instruct and
inspire us all.

Janice M. Mueller
April 2003
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