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FOREWORD

I welcome this book, both personally and on behalf
of TUCN’s Cetaccan Specialist Group (CSG), not just
for what it is -- a well-written and well-illustrated intro-
duction to the whales and dolphins of Taiwan -- but

also for what it represents.

In recent decades, Taiwan has been often maligned
in the foreign press for poor environmental policics and
practices. Critics have cited the Government’s sponsor-
ship of high-scas driftnet fisheries, which have had sig-
nificant impacts on populations of dolphins, as well as
other non-target animals, wherever they have operated,
and its countenancing of unregulated dolphin harvests,
notably in the Penghu Islands.

In 1990, with encouragement and counsel from
many quarters, including conservation organizations
from outside Taiwan, th¢ Government of Taiwan pas-
sed legislatdon which formally extended protection to
whalcs and dolphins. In 1991, Taiwanese filshermen joi-
ned their colleagues from other Asian nations in form-
ally abandoning high-scas driftnetting. And in 1992, a
coalition of Taiwanensc scientists, including the author
of this book, began an ambitious, Government-sponso-
red program to study Taiwan's whales and dolphins.
Among other things. these scientists are: interviewing
fishermen to determine which species of whales and do-
Iphins occur around Taiwan, determining the status of
cetacean populations in Taiwanesc waters; and asscssing
the potential for whales and dolphins in Taiwan to su-



“* . ”
pport such “non-consumptive uses as whale and do-
. . « .
Iphin watching and such low-consumptive” uscs as
stocking of a few small oceanaria within Taiwan.

[.et us be clear. The mere passage of laws and re-
gulations and the initiation of rescarch programs cannot
assurc adequate protection of whales and dolphins. We
know, for example, that some illegal driftnetting still
occurs, especially in the Indian Ocean and South Atlan-
tic. We also know that wherever driftnets are used, by
flects on the high scas or small boats in coastal waters,
some cetaceans die. There is simply no way to avoid this
cast of doing business when using such fishing mecthods.
Further, experience tells us that, like environmental
legislation elsewhere, the new marinc mammal protec-
tion law in "Caiwan will have to be further shaped by re-
scarch and debate before it can be implemented fairly,
with due consideration for the humans which share the
marine environment with whales and dolphins. The re-
search begun so recently will producc results only slow-
ly at first. (To understand long-lived animals one must
commit to long-term study.) And becausc Taiwan’s
plans to develop a few displays featuring captive do-
Iphins come at a time of heightening international de-
batc about the appropriatencss of keeping whales and
dolphins in captivity, thosc rcsponsiblc for impleme-
nting Taiwan’s plans will have to take great carce to
avoid simply replacing one set of controversics involving

whales and dolphins with another.

o e




Despite these pitfalls, there is cause for optimism
that the bold gestures within Taiwan arc signs of a cha-
nge in enviromnmental attitudes and practices. 1 com-
mend Taiwanese officials and scientsts for their signifi-
cant recent progress in understanding and conserving
whales and dolphins. I pledge the support of the CSG
to further cfforts within Taiwan to undcratand and con-
scrve cetaccans as part of healthy marine ccosystems.
And I encourage all who read this book to join in these
considerable cfforts.

We must be realistic in our expectations and appro-
aches. No part of the world faces greater challenges in
nature conservation than Asia. Lands and waters of this
venerable region have been under continuous usce for
thousands of vears, and they must remain in usc to feed
and accommodate over a third of the world’s growing
human population. Given these realities, naturce con-
servation programs in Asia, as clsewhere, must move
bevond the saving of a single species or protection of a
few representative ccosystems. They must become part
of sincere cfforts to sccure an unchallenged place for
wild animals and wild places in a world increasingly do-
minated by human activities.

I believe that the subjects of Dr. Chou’s book, can
help in these efforts. Whales and dolphins are powerful
symbols of what is right and wrong in human steward-
ship of the occans. They arc highly visible signs of the
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health and vitality of the ccosystems of which they are a
part. If we can kcep the oceans rich with whales and do-
lphins, we will thereby assure that they arc also healthy
places for a diversity of other life forms, including the

scas’ less visible, but nonetheless important, creatures.

Bhptonn dantazzos—

Stephen Leatherwood

Chairman

{UCN!SSC Cetacean Specialist Group
¢/o Ocean Park Conservation Foundation
Ocean Park, Aberdeen

Hong Kong

28 March 1994
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