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Foreword for Ambassador Chen Wenzhao’s book , New Zealand

Parliament Buildings
Wellington
1 December 2001

We don’t know quite when the first person from China visited
New Zealand, or when the first New Zealander visited China. Con-
tacts probably date from the first trading vessels in the 1790s.1In
the 19th century Chinese workers came to New Zealand,and from
the early 20th century many New Zealanders travelled to China to
live and work . The relationship developed from this solid base. In
the years since 1972, when New Zealand and China established
diplomatic relations, the bilateral relationship has become one of

New Zealand’s most important.

In the last ten years, the relationship between China and New Zealand
has developed quickly. There have been a number of high level visits
between our two countries. President Jiang Zemin visited New Zealand
for the APEC Leaders’ Meeting in September 1999. This was recipro-
cated by a visit to China by the Governor General, Sir Michael Hardie
Boys, at the end of 2000.1 very much enjoyed my visits to China as
Prime Minister in April and October 2001 .



e )

China is New Zealand’ s fourth largest trading partner. New
Zealand’ s exports to China include wool, forest products, dairy
products, seafood, agricultural products and high technology prod-
ucts. China for its part is a major exporter of electrical machinery
and equipment and a wide range of light consumer goods. Trade in
the services sector is now rapidly increasing. Significant areas for
growth have been the education and tourism sectors. There are
currently around 10,000 Chinese students currently studying in
New Zealand. China has become in recent years a significant

source of migrants.

This book provides a view of New Zealand through Chinese eyes.
As the links between our two countries expand, such views will
help us seek to understand each other better. This book will,I am

sure, enhance and strengthen' the relationship between New
Zealand and China.

el Dhsel

Helen Clark

Prime Minister
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