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Karamay, A Gem of the Northwestern
Frontier of China

Karamay, meaming “black oil” in Uighur, get the name in the light of Black Oil Hill
which is a natural bitumen hill located outside the city.

With the approval of the State Council, the Karamay Municipality was set up on May
29, 1958. directly under the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Administering 4 districts,
1 town, 2 townships, and 6 official agencies, Karamay covers 9500 square kilometers, with a
population of 240 thousand, of which 79 percent live in city. Of its total population, 77
percent are the Hans and the rest are the Uighurs, the Kazaks, the Huis, the Mongalians, the
Xibes and so on, adding up to more than 30 minority nationalities.

Located on the northwestern edge of Zhungeer Basin, Karamay has a typically continental
climate, arid, little rainfall, strong winds in Spring and Autumn, and highly changeable
temperature and sharp difference in temperature between Winter and Summer. The mean
annual temperature is 8°C, the highiest 42°C, the lowest 38. 3, the lowest The mean annual
precipitation is 63. 4 mm and the frost-free period 242 days. -

Karamay was an untravelled, bleak, and desolate region (Gobi) before 1955. After the
first oil explortory well produced oil on Oct. 30, 1955. a large number of staff and workers
entered this wasteland, in which was once called “No grass, no water, no birds flying”. They
worked hard on the very bad condictions for developing the oil industry of Xinjiang and
making Karamay become a bright gem of Northwest China.

Now the system of oil industry has been established in Karamay, encompassing such
branch has as exploring, well-drilling, oil extraction, carring oil, oil refining, building,
transportation, power, engineering. Karamay’s 1987 industrial output value reached 1. 35
billion yuan (rmb), crude oil output 5. 7 million tons, oil refining over 2 million tons and a
variety of petroleum products which go to all parts of this country and also 80 to some foreign
countries. Over 200 million yuan has been turned over as profits tax to the State. The oil
industry is not only a main body of Karamay industry but also one of the economic
cornerstones of Xinjiang.

There are fifiteen local industrial enterprises, such as flour mill, food processing mill,
wooden furniture mill and so on, which are independent accounting units. In recent years, the
government of the city has made efforts to utilize fully the local advantages to develop local
industry positively. Now big progress has been made.

There are 2 townships and 3 state-owned pastures under the control of Karamay city,
with nearly 10000 farmers and herdsmen. There is another 4 agricultural corps, directly under
the control of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, having fifty thousand people,

within the boundaries of Karamay. In the past 30 Years, a mass of farmers, herdsmen, and




workers have opened up more than one hundred thousand mu oasis in the desert, have grown
wheat, cotton, oil corps, fruit and vegetables, have actively developed animal husbandry as
well. Now the agricultural region can provide the tesidents of the city with plenﬁful
agricultural products and by-products.

Urban construction in Karamay was developing followed the development of oil industry.
The fentures of having many oil production places and covering wide areas enable urban
construction to appear pluralistic development. Surrounding urban district, from south to
north, there are many satellite towns as numerous stars around the moon. Since the 3rd.
Plenary Session of the 11th. Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, urban
construction has been chnnging with each passing day and nearly 1000 residential buildings,
with a total area of 2 million square meters have been completed. 60 percent of residents have
happily moved into their new homes. 26 streets, with 52 kilometers in total length have been
made into asphalt roads. 'The system of water supply and drainage and street lamps have been
installed in light of the plan made by the government of the city.

The features of minority nationalities are presented through styles of the main building in
urban district. According to the urban plan, the urban district will cover 19.8 square
kilometers. Instead of being nosiy and crowded in large cities, quietly elegant, clean and tidy
are its chief styles. There are five gardens within urban district: An Only Hill Park with
ancient styles of kiosk and balconies, Sunny Park with music-fountain, Snub-nosed monkeys
playing with water and a hundred-bird singing in the White Alkali Sand Park, boating on the
man-made lake in the Black Oil Hill Park, in which the people of all nationalities can enjoy
themselves thoroughly. Here, water being regarded as precious as oil because of the shortage of
water, a sewage and water treatment plant was set up to purify water. For the past three
years, there were 2.5 million trees to have been planted in the city, the plant cover rate goes
up from 4. 7 to 8. 2 percent. :

Karamay has transportation facilities. The Urumgqi-Yining highway passes thfough
Dushanzi district, the Altay-Dushanzi highway links up all the districts of ‘the city from north
to south, and the Dushanzi-Kuche highway passes through Tianshan Mountains to the places of

South Xinjiang, still another highway westward to Tacheng, a town on the frontier. Now the

city has over 6000 automobiles, the annual rotation volumes of goods transport and passenger
transport is 580 million ton-kilometer, 670 million passenger-kilometer respectively. There are
over ten different bus-line services at present from inside the city to Yili, Tacheng, Altya,
Urumgqi and other places, and regular scheduled flight to Urumgqi each week.

The first shop‘in Karamay began doing business in g tent at the foot of Black Oil Hill.

Now there are nearly 2000 shops in the city, of w"h.ich most are operated by collectives and : :

mdividuals and have been rapidly developed in recent years. All these shops ‘run respectively
by the State, collective, and individuals exist simultanceously, working in cootdination,

developing side by side, and have formed the commercial network which gives services to the

people of the city. The total volume of social retail sales increases year after year and

amounted to 150 million yuan in 1987.
Karamay’s educational cause has greatly developed in recent years. In terms of general




education, there are more than 60 full-time schools in the city, having 4500 regular students.
Instiuions of higher learing, polytechnic schools, and kindergartens fill in the gaps to complete
a chain, and form the educational system. There are over 30 technical secondary schools for
workers and staff members in their professional training. In addition, we also sign contracts
with the unversities, colleges and polytechnic schools of the other parts of this country and
have send more than seven thousand people to receive higher and intermediate education. Since
the 3rd. Plenary Session of 11th . Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, the
government of the city has made an investment of over 200 million yuan in the improvement
of teaching equipment, which laid a foundation to make educational cause forge steadily
ahead.

In recent years, great improvement has been made in people’s life. According to
sampling, per capita income of the people in the city amounts to 1300 yuan, and per capita
amount of deposit 1200 yuan. Varies types of high-grade and middle-grade electrical appliances
have come into common people’s home. Sixty out of one hundred households have color-TV
set, seventy three out of one hundred households have refrigerators, and eighty out of one
hundred households have washing machines. The people begin to know that they are coming
near to be comparatively well-off.

Here, people’s life is rich and colorful in their spare time. there are a broadcasting
station, a television station, five ground satellite stations, twenty six movie theatres, fifty
three libraries, twenty six recreation rooms for retired veteran workers and another thirty three
for minority nationality workers, over two hundred different types of worket’s center, and
over hundred and ninty varies types of places for sports.

Here, people can enjoy good health protection. There are 36 hospital and health centers,
1730 medical staff and 980 hospital beds in the urban distrcit. The public health departments
in the city check up the worker’s health in a planned way each year. Over sixty thousand
people have had health check-up. Over eighteen thousand health cards have been on file for
children and over six thousand secondary school student have been given health examination.

Today, Karamay is no longer the “Black Oil Hill” of the past, but a new city of oil
industry with an area of one-hundred-square-kilometer. From southern Dushanzi to northern
Wuerhe, derricks standing in great numbers like trees in a forest, oil wells spreading all over
Karamay, row upon row high buildings lining the ground, streets criss-crossing, everywhere is
full of life. Karamay is a gem mounted on the northwestern frontier of the motherland,

dazzling brilliant. It will plays an important part in developing Northewest China.
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A Bird’s-eye View of the Urban District
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