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Preface

LiHuacheng

Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905)was an aggressive war between
Japan and Tsar Russia in the northeastern regions of China with aim
to occupy the Northeastern of China as well as Korea,and further to
control Asia and Pacific area.In the world war history,it’s really a spe-
cial war that two belligerent countries left their native countries for
their private interests and fought on the land of a third country,howev-
er the government of the third country dared not to oppose but to de-
clare“neutral ”.After a fierce war the victor replaced the defeater contin-
ued to “lease”the land of the third country by force for quite a long
term.

Those who have a little knowledge of modern history know that
imperialistic powers have carved up the territory of China since the
Opium War 1840.Particularly the contest between Tsar Russia and
Japan for the northeastern regions of China lasted indeed a long time.
The “Continental Policy”implemented by Japan after Meiji Reform as
well as the “Far-East Policy”implemented by Tsar Russia all aimed at
the northeast of China because it was a piece of fat in their eyes,and
accordingly Lushun and Dalian became unavoidably a key strategic
point in their“Wolf-bear Combat”.After Sino-Japanese War(1894-1895)
the defeated Qing Government ceded Liaodong Peninsula and Taiwan
Island to Japan by humiliating Treaty of Shi-monoscki.At this news,
Tsar Russia who had covet the Northeast of China for quite a long
time and wanted urgently to find an“ice—free port”on Liaodong Penin-

sula was utterly discomfited so that she united Germany and France
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hastily to“intervene to take Liaodong Peninsula back”.As a result,Japan
retreated from Liaodong Peninsula very reluctantly after obtaining addi-
tional 30 -million -liang silver from Qing govern —ment.Afterwards,Tsar
Russia compelled Qing government to sign Treaty of Leasing Luda in
March 1898 with the pleading of “Meritorious deeds in asking
Liaodong Peninsula back”.and easily “leased”Luda for 25 years (in fact,
Tsar Russia occupied Luda total for 7 years).Taking the opportunity of
Yihetuan Movement of China in 1900,Tsar Russia further occupied
three northeastern provinces of China in the name of “protectingrail-
ways.All Russian actions angered Japan.Through ten-year arms expan-
sion and preparation for a war against Tsar RussiaJapan finally felt so
strong that provoked Russo-Japanese War in February 1904.

Russo—Japanese War is actually,in the early stage of 20 " centu-
ry,“the major historical symbol of the new age that represents the high-
est stage of imperialism as capitalism:-«-:- in Europe and America and
then formed finally in Asia”(Lenin).Aggression and expansion is decided
by the nature of imperialism.Both Tsar Russia and Japan were military
feudal imperialistic nations,and their aggressive character-istics were ful-
ly in the war.The fierce war lasted one year and seven months between
the upper two imperialistic nations,and finally “Tsar lost,Mikado won”.
Therefore Tsar Russia “transferred”Ludathe piece of “leased land™o
Japan.Then Japan took “East of Shanhaiguan State”as a part of territory
mainland and put it under colonial domination for 40 years long!

The main field of Russo—Japanese War was in Northeast China.
On the vast black land and on the wide Pacific the two imperialistic
nations war fiercely,and provoked successively many big battles such as
Liaoyang Battle,Shahe Battle,Heigoutai Fierce Battle,Fengtian Decisive
Battle,Huanghai Sea Warfare and Great Warfare on Japanese Sea.The
war in Lushun and Dalian between Japan and Russia,especially the of-

fence—and —defence battle in Lushun Fortress,its fierce degree,its effect
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on the governments and the publics as well as its direct decisive influ-
ence on the war were incomparable by any other battle.The catastrophic
loss caused by the war whether to the scourged Chinese mass of
Japanese and Russian people was burdedsome.

Monographs and photographs on Russo—Japanese War have been
published by Japan,Tsar Russia and former USSR.They published them
in different time but each stuck to his argument.Works of such kind
published in China are few,and mainly make a general description of
the whole war and its result.Some descriptions of the battles in certain
regions are whether not elaborate or have too many mistake.This illus-
trated handbook collected many valuable historical photos with brief in-
troduction for readersreference for the purpose of revealing the truth of
Russo —Japanese War in Lushun and encouraging readers to draw
lessons from history,to be vigilant in peacetime,to go all out to prosper

China,and to make unremitting efforts for ever-lasting peace and devel-

opment of the world.
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