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Coast to Coast " -
Mainland America

[1] On board a Boeing 747 jet taking off in Shanghai and
flying non-stop eastward across the Pacific Ocean, after about 10
hours’ flying, you will see under the wings the zigzag coast line,
and get the first sight of the vast expanse of North American
Continent. Soon as the plane lands you are in the United States
of America.

[2] The mainland of the United States of America is
situated in the south of North American Continent. On the north
it shares a land boundary with Canada, which runs along the
49th parallel of north latitude and across four of the five Great
Lakes. Its southern land neighbors Mexico and waters are

bounded by the Gulf of Mexico. To the east of the mainland is

the Atlantic Ocean, and its west coast is washed by the Pacific 3

Ocean.

[3] The United States of America is the world’s fourth
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largest country in size. Stretching 4 500 kilometers from east to
west and 2 500 kilometers from north to south, the mainland of
the United States offers almost every variety of physical feature
and climate. Including the States of Alaska and Hawaii, the
country covers an area of 9.37 million square kilometers. To
help understand how large the country is, the following facts may
be noticeable:

[4] A fast railroad train, travelling 96 kilometers an hour,
takes more than 48 hours to cross the country. A jet crosses the
continental United States from east to west in five hours.

[5] Another way to consider the size of the country is to
compare distances in the United States with other distances that
may be more familiar to you. For example, the distance from
New York to Washington, D. C. , is about the same as London to
Paris, or Tokyo to Kyoto; New York to Los Angeles is farther
than Lisbon to Cairo, or New Delhi to Rome; New York to
Chicago is similar in distance to Berlin to London, or Manila to
Hong Kong.

[6] The United States consists of 50 states and the District
of Columbia, an area set aside for the national capital ,
Washington. Of the 50 states, apart from Alaska and Hawaii, 48
continental states border on one another, and constitute
Mainland America.

[7] Unfolding a geographical map showing the land and

altitudes of Mainland America, you can see that there are several
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large plains. On the east coast, the Atlantic Coastal Plain

stretches from Maine to Florida. The wide Gulf Coastal Plain,
‘bordering the Gulf of Mexico, extends from Texas to Florida.
The Central Plains cover the Great Lakes region. A large prairie
region with rich farmland, known as the Great Plains, extends

from the Midwest region to the Rocky Mountains.

Seaside

(8] The Atlantic coastal line is about 3 038 kilometers.
Along the coast is lowland plain, where some important seaports
are situated such as New York, Philadelphia, Boston and

Baltimore. To the west of lowland is the Fall Line, where

streams suddenly drop from a higher level to the lower level. The
coastal plain is narrow in the North, but it widens as it goes 4
south and joins together in the Gulf Coastal Plain.

[9] The gently sloping prairie land of the Central Basin was



@,
MW rBEnBEEI—EEwinzkmEAL

once the frontier to those who crossed the Appalachian
Mountains. Before them was a rich grass land. The fertile soil
and the long hot summers with enough rain were a farmer’s
dream. There the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and
Nebraska are known as “the Corn Belt”. Farther north in
Wisconsin and Minnesota it is cooler and more moist. There the
Great Plains on the west of the Central Basin is where the rain
gives out, about halfway across Texas and Oklahoma. From here
an imaginary line runs north and south almost through the middle
of the United States. It is called the 50-centimeter rainfall line.
Farmers call it the “disaster line” because those who have tried
to farm to the west, where rainfall drops below 50 centimeters a
year, have suffered ruin in years of drought.

[10] The Great Plains is a hard country. The heat of the
summer is scorching, the cold of the winter is freezing. The wind
blows fiercely, with few hills or forests to stop it, from Montana
on the Canadian border to the Mexican border State of Texas.
Not until the eastern prairies were settled and the valleys of the
Pacific coast were fairly well filled, did the farmers come to the
Plains, Before them came the cattlemen who stocked the former
buffalo pastures with cattle. Cowboys rounded up wild longhorn
cattle and drove them north and east to market. In the second
half of the 19th century, Indians, cattlemen, cowboys were all
fighting each other for land. Those were the days of the Old Wild
West.



