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Teaching
and Learning
English
In Context
SEHEESH—
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by Dr. Sprenger$ & 30 it %
n recent years, the communica- but rather the "text'. Man speaks and
tive aspect of language has writes in texts. We all know by
become the focal point of many experience, that as native speakers
linguistic and language oriented of our own language, we use shorter
(anthropological,* philosophical, or. longer texts to communicate ideas,
theological, psychological, and thoughts, judgements, agreements and
socialogical) studies. It is stressed disagreements, feelings, wishes,
that the primary linguistic sign is commands, doubts, etc., to other
neither the word nor the sentence, members of our speech community.
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Only in texts, can the intended
emount of information be adequately®
communicated. Of course, depending on
the information to be communicated, a
text can be a word, a sentence, a
conversation, a lecture, an article,
a book, or even a whole set of books.

Pon't Disregard the Semantic
Coherence

Linguistic theories of the past
decades that considered the sentence
the basic linguistic unit, could only
deal with language in the abstract,
and could only attempt to describe
the "ideal" speaker-hearer com-
petence. They could not describe the
"real" speaker-hearer performance. As
long as the sentence in isolation is
considered the center of man's
linguistic activity, i.e., as long as
semantic® coherence® is disregarded,
no satisfactory answers will be
found to such problems as e.g.
aspect, paraphrasing¥®, conference,
logical conclusions and implications,
the beginning and end of texts,
presuppositions, semantic develop-
ment, sentence conaections and
conjunctions, word order amd word
sequence®, intonation, direct and
indirect speech, etc.

Human beings do not communicate
through "ideal" sentences. What kind
of information would an isolated
sentence like "he goes to school”
convey? Practically, none. Although
this sentence is absolutely correct
gramatically, it is never-the-less
meaningless or rather void of any
communicative aspect. Without a
specific''context", it gives only a
little practical information. In
other words, unless we are told who
"he'" is (boy, worker, my brother, his

son, a teacher....), what the term
"school " means (imnstitute of
learning, building to be re-
paired....), how the verb form "goes"
has to be interpreted (walk, drive,
being taken, learn, get an
education....) i.e., unless the
sentence is placed in a meaningful
situational (linguistic and non-
linguistic) context, we are at a
complete loss when asked to interpret
or translate this simple sentence.
The principle just discussed could
immediately be applied to such
practices as the teaching of vo-
cabulary and grammar through
explanations, definitions, sample
sentences and other language "units',
not offered in meaningful contexts.
What is of importance in this
context, is to note that items of the
language become a meaningful "whole",
only if controlled by a central idea
to be communicated. With regard to
the spoken language, we talk about
topics for conversation,
discussion, etc. When we deal with
written texts, we refer to the
"topic" of the book, the "topic" or
theme of an article, or the main idea

of a paragraph. .

The-Way.to interprete Texts Correetly

In generad, the correct inter-
pretationof pretentieus® texts
requires not only a clear under-
standing of the main theme of the
article, but also some.knowledge of
the communicative situation, It is
especially important to have some
knowledge of the author, his
research conditions, his general
knowledge and ability, as well as
other factors, which can effect his
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creation to varying degrees.

What do these insights and reflec-
tions suggest for the teaching and
learning of English, or any other
language? It would seem to me, that
we should concentrate more on the
many communicative aspects of
language than onm the explanation and
drilling of individual language items
in isolation. This dees in no way
imply that the teaching and learning
of pronunciation, vocabulary, and
grammar, should be relegated to
second place in the classroom. But,
it does imply; that they sould be
taught and practiced in a living and
meaningful context, i.e. in a (hu-
manly) cemmunicative way. The foll-
owing consideration definitely sup-
ports this communicative approach to
foreign language learning.

If it is true, that man creates
"ever-new'" speech utterances to fit
the censtant flow of thoughts, ideas,
feelings, and emotions, that he may
be eager to communicate (reflecting
on eur own experience, we cannot but
cenfirm this obsgrvation), it shewkd
ROt escape our ajtention that each of
these ceeated texts hes it's imdivi-
dual flavor, which is shared by all
the many parts and language ''items"
of the text, startimg with the struc-

ture eof the sentences, down to.the-

ipdividual sound. This means that
any "unit" of a text, produced within
this umique context, will be d&if-
ferent from it's production in iso-
lation, or in other contexts.

To sum up our discussion, we may
state that there exists a great many
relationships between the lamguage
items of a text, which influence each
other, and contribute to a fuller
understanding of the whole text. It

goes without saying, that the meaning
of words is, (at least to a large
extent) determined by the contexts in
which theyv are found. In light of
our deliberations¥, we are also
justafied to™ claim that a sentence
is more thano tne sum total of it's
individual words, that a paragraph is
more than the sum total of it's
individual sentences, and that a
story is more than the combined total
of it's paragraphs.

Apply the Teaching and Learning

Theory into Practice

What we have discussed so far may
seem .to be rather theoretical, and of
little relevance to the teaching and
learning of English. But, if thought
through more thoroughly, and applied
to our daily classreom situation, it
might truely revolutionize our
understanding of the foreign language
acquisition® process, as well as our
teaching and learning approaches. In
the final section of this article, 1
will avtempt to-draw some cenclusichs
from the insights gained in the
course of our discusgion. It i3
hoped that they may help teachers arid
students, in and ouwt of the class-

room, and encourage further research .

ard reflectien on this subject.

(I) language is communicatien. 1t
is the flow of imformation from man
to man. Human lamguage does not exist
apart from man and the world he is
living in. Therefore, language has
to be viewed as a dynamic® entity®,
Man uses it in a creative, 'ever-
new' way. This implies that a mere
staric comcept of language is
contrary to human experience and
rcality, and that it will do harm to
our cause in the classroom since it



is self-defeating and counter-

productive®*,

(II) In our teaching and learning
practices, we should avoid (as much
as possible), teaching and learning
items (e.g. sounds, words, gram-
matical rules, pieces of literature,
etc.), in isolation. They are
normally void of any specific

meaning, and therefore, do not really

communicate an idea. We should teach
and learn respective parts of the new
language in meaningful contexts,
describing or creating real
communicative situations.

(I11) We should aim at making
meaningful and useful texts (for
students) the center of our
activities in the classroom. (The
students ought to understand a text
clearly, before intensive work on the
text as a whole, or it's many
lexical® grammatical, and phonetic®
items begins.) Following a rather
widely adopted teaching method, many

teachers first introduce all

individual words of a lesson, and
their pronunciation, in isolation.
Then they discuss grammatical items
(often enough, also in isolation) in
detail. They normally have very
little time left for meaningful and
intensive work with the actual text
materials of the lesson. 1 propose
that we start, with first having the
students understand the meaning of a
text (explained in Chinese or
English, or acted out, etc.), and
then slowly work down to the level of
individual items, viewing the latter
constantly in the network of their
contextual relationships, as well as
in their relation to the meaning of
.the whole text. Psychology tells us,
that fast and effective learning will

take place if we put items to be
learned, into a network of situ-

ational and connotational® relation-

‘'ships, that help us to recall the
items in as many different situations
as possible.

(IV) To fit the <contextual
teaching and learning approach, our
textbooks need to be constantly

revised. It is important to include -

a variety of new teaching materials,
such as interesting stories,
dialogues, plays, songs, and language
tapes.

(V) Our examination system should

be thought through, and structured in -

such a way, that it begins to reflect
our present knowledge about the
learning process, and demands more
meaningful teaching and learning
approaches.

VOCABULARY -

anthropological (a.) AKI2H
adequately (adv.) B%ifd; EEN |
coherence (n.)E& KN FH :
semantic (a.) BEEMN i
paraphrasing (n.) &% »
sequence (n.) JEFF ; B
pretentious (a.) H AR
utterance (n.) &3
deliberation (n.)ZEHE
acquisition (n.) %
dynamic (n.) &H&9

entity (n.)E# ; A8
lexical (a.)EEEM
phonetic (a.):BERY

15. connotational (a.) 7Y
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1. be justified to: BEMH--
2. counter-productive: S RHY
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by Duane Miller

he Kingdom of Denmark is
il? located imn northern
Europe, and consists of the
Jutland Peninsula and about 500
islands. Of these islands, oniy
about 100 are inhabited. The
gix most important of these
islands are Zealand, Funen,
Falster, Lolland, Mon, and
Bornholm.
Jutland

Peninsula are a few neighboring

Surrounding the

countries, of which West

Germany shares a 68 kilometer

* \‘i onaer

Dcnmark
TSN =

g / sensestanesen ' -t »
¥ . Y o

border with southern Denmark.

To the northeast lies Sweden,

and to the northwest lies
Norway. England lies to the
west, across the North Sea.
Denwark is ccnside&e& a
Scandinévian country, together
with the coéﬂtries of Norway
and Sweden. This is primarily’
bécause the ethnic grbgp‘of
people living here are
Scandinavian:'Thesé'ﬁbéple‘are
characterized by blond hair and
blue eyes, and they. are of

relatively 'large stature.

hi
1



The population of Denmark is
about 5.2 million people, and
the total area of the country
is 43,069 square kilﬁmeters.
only about 7,100 square
kilometers larger than Taiwan.
The area of Denmark supports a
population density of 120
people per square kilometer,
vhich is scant when compared
vith Taiwan's population
density of 515 people per
square kilometer. _

The people of Denmark are

very prosperous, and they enjoy

one of the ﬁigh§St standards of
living in the world. The land
of Denmark is mostly flat, with
certain areas haviag.geatly
rolling hills. Almost all of
the land is in productive use,
although only '2&.2 percent uf

the labor forice Wéﬁk”ﬂtzj

agriculturally ;el@tedzjabéi'ln

Taiwan, 20 percentiof the labet -

force works at agriculturally
related occupations. . -~ -4 °

Products . for which Denmark is .
famous include butter, cheesé;

bacon, anﬁl‘ ‘hawm, The Danes alsa

e b b

-
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produce quality furniture and

silverware, high technology

electronics equipment and
textiles.

‘Ancestors of the Danish are
the Vikings, who were a great
seafaring people. Consequently,
today Denmark is still a great
shipping and fishing nation.

A large territory of Denmark
Island

located of the

is ‘the of Greenland,
northeastern
coast of Canada. This is the
largest island in the world,
with‘over 2,186,000 square
of land.

kilometers Early

Viking explores from-Denmérk:

visitéd the island, and in 1600
it became a part of the Kingdom

It was not until
1953 however,

of Denmark.
that Greenland
‘became an actual county of
Denmark, and began to receive
the same benefits from the
Danish government that the
other counties of Denmark
enjoyed. In 1979, Greenland was
granted "home rule" status,
with their‘own parliament which
operatpd within the framework
of the Danish Kingdom.-At this
tiﬁe, Greehland also earmed the
name of Kalaallit Nunaat.

Although the island

remains-

sparsely inhabited with only

52,000 people, the

well on it's way to a brighter

island is

future.

__Facts about Denmark—

Most Danish people eat four

meals a ‘day - breakfast, lunch,
dinner, and a late night
supper. Breakfast usually

consists of cereal, eggs, Or

cheese. The dinner meal is
usually the only hot meal of
the day, and often inbiudes
fish or meat. Their other meals
usualiy just consist of

sandwiches. Generally, people

‘living in the cities eat their

hot meal of the &ay in the
evening, while most farmers eat

their dinner in the middle of

the day.

Education in Denmark 1is
required by law for all
children between  7 and 14

years of age. Because of this
law, Denmark boasts of a nearly
100 percent literacy rate,
Elementary schools contain the
first seven grades, and high
schools last from three to five
years. Students who complete

the five year high school

program are then eligible to go

on to the university. Danish



. evening;}

universities which are run by
the government are free to
those students who wish to
attend. The university will
also grant scholarships to
students .who are in'need, to
help them pay for their room,
board and books.

Because of Denmark's northern
location, the the
The

sun may rise as early as 4:00am

days in-
summertime last very long.
in the morning, and does not

set ~until 11:00pm in the
Even after the sun
sets, it st111 does not become
entlrely dark The reverce
phenomenon occurs in the winter
season. The sun does not rise
until 10:00am, and sets again
by 3:30pm.

saying,

It goes without
that the summer season
is definitely the time to visit

this beautiful country.

The largest city and capital
of Denmark is Copenhagen, with
a population of over one half
million people iiving in the

city itself. Another

million people live in the |

suburbs of the city. This city,
capital of one of the oldest

kingdoms in the world, provides

VOCABU LARY"

1 4. baroque (adj. )E’,E%ﬁ(ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

visitors with an architectural

treasure fronm the
1400's;

ings from the time of King

trove

copper towered build-

Christian‘the Iv;,
17th

‘baroque to the present modern

right up

through 'the century

Scandinavian style. Being a
port, the city also hosts a

series of canals dotted with

ships and lined with old
warehouses,
The DanisH people are a

talkative, take-us-as-we-are

friendly folk. They are crea-
tive, innovative, and social
and cultural experimenters.

With a culture of over 800

years, Denmark is getting
younger every year. It is
perhaps the only pléce in

Europe that‘rea11y7d¢s§fveSvto

be called "wonderful."

stature (n. )§1~>y E-5. 3
2.'phenomenon (n.)Bﬂk

3. trove (n.) &EBBNKEH

EMRERGT ) ZEBIR S >

ANNOTATION"
l/ 1. home rule: #rFE»%
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John Leo
AHFE I TIME J #ik

carried in her wallet a tiny
slip of paper that reads: "In
jealousy there is more self-love than
love.! Like so many other examples
of pithy* wrongheadedness¥®, that
fragment of portentousness¥ was

F or five years Nancy friday has




discovered inside a Chinese fortune
cookie. Friday, the author of My
Mother /My Self and two books on
sexual fantasies, kept the message
because jealousy was beginning to
obsess* her. "As much as I needed
love and men,” she says, "as soon as
I fell in love with one, I would be
afraid of losing him, and I didn't
understand why the anxiety didn't go
to sleep. I came to &ee it as
jealousy, a sense of a priori defeat
whenever there's a triangle of any
kind." _

Friday's new book Jealousy (Morrow;
$19.95), begun about the 'time she

cracked open the restaurant cookei,

is a rambling and personal
examination of the subject. Her
central conclusion comes from the
pioneering psychoanalys* Melanie
Klein, who believed that jealousy is
constitutional®
first few menths of life, Klein
taught that the mother's breast, as
feeder and comforter, is decisive in
building the infant's ego and sets
the stage for envy and jealousy.

Problems of envy are inevitable, and

if they are not resolved in infancy,
problems of jealousy -may develop
later. With-holding the breast
generates envy of the mother's
power, and the appearance of a rival
— the father or a sibling —- can
result in jealousy as the infant
perceives that the third party is
responsible for the withdrawal of the
mother's attention. Friday feels that
her rivalry with her older sister for
her mother's affection fits Klein's
description. "I-couldn't get my
mother's attention no matter what I
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and rooted in the .

did," she says. "No matter how many
laurels® I won, I was terrified of
being left out, and the word for
that, I now see, is jealousy."

The conventional social-science
literature on the subject ties
jealousy to low self-esteem¥: men
and women who feel they fail to
measure up will tend to exaggerate
the danger of losing a special
friendship or romantic attachment. A
survey reported in the September
issue of Psychology Today found that
jealousy is apt tp occur in the area
of a subjgct's interests or
asplratlons' Someone who desperately
wants to be rich will be jealous of -
rich people, just as those who envy
creative people may. fear, that. their
mates will run off with ﬁbvellsts and
painters.. Another truism:. Jealousy
tends to arise if a person's goals
are unreallstlcally high. The
survey showed that the most Jealous
people ‘were those' -reporting
substantial discrepancies between how,
they really are and how they would
like to be.

Views of jealousy tend to follow
changing attitudes in the popular
culture., In the 1950s jealousy was
widely viewed as a healthy expression
of determined love and in the 1960s,
as a pathological obstacle to sexual
freedom and self-love. Nowadays the
emotion comes in three basic
versions.

SOCIOBIOLOGICAL.

Jealousy is in the genes because it
is evolutionarily* adaptive. The
ape (or human) who chases off a rival

‘enhances his chances to get his genes



/

into the
Jjealous

ext generation. Males are
ecause they can never be
paternity¥, females, because

) Says Rutgers Anthropologist®
Liong¢l Tiger: "Eternal vigilance is
the /price of sexual confidence."

SEXUAL REVOLUTIONARY.

Since sexual freedom means the end
f any claim to sexual exclusivity,
jealousy is a lamentable hangover
from the days when mates were viewed
as personal property and extensions
of the self. A high-water mark®® of
this view was Alex Comfort's More Joy
of Sex,which compared sexual jeadlousy
to carrying on®¥% "like a backward*
five-year-old who sees another child
with his tricycle."” He solemnly
advised readers to be proud of having

with.

a mate that others wish to sleep
To the late psychoanalyst
Leslie Farber, this view of jealousy
was an attempt by pained sexual
revolutionaries to conjure up*#
invulnerability¥* by declaring the
pain invalid®*. Though the sexual
revolution has fallen on hard times,
some still agree with its alarmist
view of jealousy. Manhattan
Psychiatrist Robert Gould told
Friday, "Jealousy has its roots in
unhealthy patterns of development.
It is tied up with possessiveness and

ownership. As such, it is always
pathological."

FEMINIST.

Male jealousy is part of the
structure of patriarchy® that keeps
all women in line. Women are viewed
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as exclusive property. Husbands
monitor or cut off all social
relations between wives and other
men, and the economic dependence of
women on men is part of a system to
make certain that women will have
little opportunity to stray.

Friday is eclectic® enough to agree
with most of these views. "I've been
through all the literature,and I find
it all illuminating," she says. To
her, the feminist view is the most
urgent because the ancient male
structures that ward off¥** jealousy
are crumbling. "Men have
traditionally married down, stuck the
women at home and kept them dependent
so they wouldn't have to be jealous,"
she says. "Women didn't like sex
anyway. Now women like sex, they
control contraceptives™, and they are
becoming economically independent."

According to Friday, jealousy is an
important part of the postfeminist
friction¥ between the sexes.
Jealousy is built into any
relationship, and many women are so
unsure of men that they are
downplaying® their need for intimacy
and putting all their emotional
energy into work. "The envy and
anger between the sexes is so extreme
that you see all these women having
children without fathers," says
Friday. "It's a way of devaluating
men. It's a sign of envy —- 'Who
needs men? I'11 live alone.' "

From Klein, Friday says, she
learned that jealousy is about power:
"In a world where we all want to be
in control, we can't afford intimacy.
If you are afraid of jealousy, you
will be inhibited about loving."
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Psychoanalyst Willard Gaylin told
Friday that living with chronic®
jealousy is like "walking through
minefields.! She knows the feeling
well. “I'm always going to be a
jealous persoii,”" she says, 'but it's
not going to overwhelm me. Now I
know where the mines are."

V OCABULARY

. pithy (adj.) figgny ;

. wrongheadness (n.) B# ; BE

. portentousness (n.) FiJk
obsess (v.) ¥+ ; &

. psychoanalyst (n.) LESHEE
constitutional (adj.) &K

. sibling (n.) A%

. laurels (n.) (pl.) B#|; %

. self-esteem (n.) 58 ; BH

10. evolutionarily {(adv.) #{LSHb
11. paternity (n.) i@ ; i

12. anthropologist (n.) A\Xg%%
13. backward (adj.) iBfaf9; BEM
14, -invulnerability (n.) REHEEL;

WO~ W

TBARA
15. invalid (adj.) @FRY ; ®EHED
16, patriarchy (n.)#E$l; REFS
17. eclectic (adj.) Ay ; BIEWED

18. contraceptive (n.)BZ#; BZAL
19. friction (n.) B

20. downplay (v.) RFEMR
21. chronic (adj,)gtﬁﬁﬁ

ANNOTATION™

. high-water mark: EBREE ; B ki
carrying on: JBH..

conjure up: ( EAEH ) 4518

. ‘ward off: Bt ; &4

-L\wl\-?'—‘
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