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Foreword

A New Chinese Textbook” is a ceurse fer the
teaching of Chinese to foreign students studying in
China. It can also be used by other foreigners learning
Chinese. '

The whole series consists of eight books, each con-
taining a dozen lessons. Every lesson has text, voca-
bulary, notes and exercises. The first four books are
designed for students at the elementary level, to be
finished in one year. The other four are for advanced
students and take another year of study. After work-
ing thoroughly through the eight books, the student
should have a sound command of 2,000 common Chi-
nese characters and more than 4,000 everyday words
and expressions. He will be able to use with ease the
basic sentence patterns and expressions, be fairly pro-
ficient in listening, speaking, readirig and writing, and
thus be adequately prepared for living, studying and
working in China as far as the language is concern-
ed.

To help foreign students learn the language better,
we have worked hard to make the Textbook scientific,
systematic as well as practical and imteresting. Dra-
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wing on the strengths of both the structural and the
functional approaches of language teaching and learn-
ing, we have aimed at helping the studeats to acquire
both a solid and systematic knowledge of Chinese and
a good command of the practical.abilities of speaking
and writing the language. Taking into account the ba-
sic principles and the usual difficulties of language
learning, we have introduced language materials prog-
ressively and proceeded from the easy to the difficult
in a step-by-step manner.

Many of the texts of this series are taken from
published works,with some adaptations and alterations
for textbook use. In the course of writing this text-
book, we have referred widely to textbooks publisihed
both in China and abroad, and have reczived help and
advice from experts in sister univerisities. For these
and other help and advice, we here express our deep
thanks. ‘

We will be very glad to hear from both teachers
and students who have criticisms and suggestions,
which will be valuable when preparing revisions.

This textbook is compiled by (in alphabetic order)
Cai Chuan-lian, Chen Chen, Chen Guang-lei, He Guo-
wei, Hu Zhong-xing,*Jin Lu, Liao Guang-xia, Qin Xiang,
Tao Lian, Wei Meng-rong, and Xu Yu-ming

The English translation is done by Zhao Jian, Xia
Guo-zuo, Qiu Jing and Zhang Jie, and is revised and
polished by Sun Li and Wu Yan-di,
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