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The Beginning — Chaos

Gaea — Mother Earth

Uranus ~ The Sky

Titans

Oceanus — The Old God of Ocean

The Olympian Gods

Tartarus — The Abyss of the Underworld
Zeus ~ The Lord of Heaven and Earth
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Zeus and Io

10. Hera and Callisto

11. Hera — The Patron Goddess of the
Family and Married Women

k2. Leto and the Country People

13. Apolio — The God of Light, Prophecy
and Music

14. Apollo and Daphne

15. Apollo and Hyacinthus

18. Aphrodite — The Goddess of Beauty
and Love

17. Aphrodite and Adonis

18. Eros and Psyche

18. Ares — The God of War

20. Artemis — The Goddess of the Hunt
and the Moon

21. Athena — The Goddess of Wisdom

22. Athena and Arachne
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1.The Beginning - Chaos

The beginning was Chaos. Chaos
existed before anything, before the
sky or earth. Chaos was defined as
infinite® darkness and eternal® dis-
order. It was not a god but a great
abyss® of emptiness.

Out from this emptiness Chaos,
Nyx (the Night) and Erebus (Dark-
ness) arose. You might say that
Nyx was the daughter of Chaos and
Erebus its son. We use “it” here,
because Chaos was neither male
nor @ female but a mixture of the
two. The all-powering© breeding
power Eros united Nyx and Erebus.
The child of this union was Light.
Nyx also gave birth to sleep, dreams,
death, Nemesis (the goddess of
vengeance ©®), Eris (dispute @) and
o on.

Gaea (Earth), the first goddess,
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2.Gaea - Mother Earth

Gaea was the goddess of earth.
She was the first goddess to be in
Greek mythology ©. Gaea arose from
Chaos and was said to be its daughter.
Gaea was the mother to all living and
her children included the humans, the
gods, the four elements — earth, fire,
air and water ... etc.

She also gave birth to® the sky
itself! Besides giving birth to one of
the first gods Uranus, who was per-
sonified® as the god of the sky or
heaven, she was also the mother of
the twelve mighty Titans, the Cy-
clops and the Hundred-handed as
well as the Giants and the Erinyes,
the goddesses of fate. The father of
these children was Uranus. Gaea had
had numerous other affairs, which
resulted in® the births of various
other creatures.

Gaea was not married to Uranus
although many think of him as her
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mate ©.She was a devoted mother
and helped her children, the Titans,
overthrow Uranus when he was
ruler. Only rebels® were given a
higher priority ® than her children.
Gaea favored the rebels even when
her own children were the ones to
be rebelled upon.
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3. Uranus - The Sky

Uranus was the god of sky and
heaven. Before he died Uranus was
the first ruler of all rulers. He was
overthrown® and killed by his
youngest son the Titan Cronus.

Uranus was the son of Gaea and
at the same time her mate. He was
not a Titan himself but the Titans
were the children Uranus had with
Gaea. Other children Uranus had
with Gaea were the Cyclops and the
Hundred-handed (Hecatomcheires).

Because of the abominable®
appearance of the Cyclops and Hun-
dred-handed, he had them impris-
oned?® in Tartarus when they were
born. Later on Uranus also imprisoned
the Titans because he feared their
mighty strength with good reason ®.

Because Uranus imprisoned his
children, they took revenge © with
the help of their mother Gaea. The
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father and castrated® him with a
sickle that the Cyclops had made in
Tartarus. The wound was deadly®
but before Uranus died, he damned®
Cronus and predicted® that Cronus
would suffer the same fate. Cronus
threw the chopped-off limb® of his
father into the sea and from that rose
the beautiful love goddess Aphrodite.
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ground the Giants and three terrible
female spirits with snaky hair - the

Erinyes — were born.

4. Titans

The Titans were the laborers of
antiquity ©. Each Titan had a hard
and difficult labor to carry out®. The
original twelve Titans were the chil-
dren of Gaea and Uranus, whom they
overthrew and killed.

The Titans had quite a lot of chil-
dren, who were or were not called
Titans. Some were thought of as Ti-
tans merely because their parents
were Titans, while others were
called Titan simply because they
lived a life like that of a Titan. For
instance, Atlas was a typical® Titan.
He not only had Titanic blood in
him, but also was to eternally carry
the sky’s firmament® — a typical
Titanic labor.
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The Titans had Uranus over-

“thrown so they could rule the world.

[t did not last for long. Cronus, the
ruler after Uranus, had children of
his own and did not treat them any
better than he had been treated him-
self. Cronus was afraid of the curse
Uranus had cast upon® him. Ac-
cording to the deceased® Uranus,
Cronus too would be overthrown by
his own children as Uranus had
been overthrown by his son. It was
his fear that would result in Cronus’
sad end.

The children Cronus had with
Rhea — Hestia, Demeter, Hera,
Hades, and Poseidon — were all eaten
when born. However, Rhea managed
to save the last child, Zeus. When
she was pregnant®, Rhea gave
Cronus a stone wrapped® in a blan-
ket, making him believe it was the
child. Cronus believed his wife,
swallowed® the stone and had quite
a stomachache that night.
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Rhea hid away on the mountain
Ida on Crete where she gave birth to
Zeus. Cronus did not find out till
later. Wonder what Rhea told
Cronus; that she had gone shopping!

When Zeus became a grown
man, he sought his father, gave
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threw up® Zeus’ five brothers and
sisters. Then began the fight between
the old generation, mainly the first
twelve Titans, and the new
generation, Zeus and his brothers
and sisters.

Zeus freed the Cyclops and the
Hundred-handed from Tartarus and
got their help. To show their thanks,
the Cyclops made Zeus lightning bolts,
and the Hundred-handed supplied
Zeus with nectar® and ambrosia®
for strength and immortality®. With
these new weapons the new genera-
tion won. Most of the Titans were
then imprisoned in Tartarus apart
from those needed for eternal labor,
and the Titans’ allies® also received
punishment. Zeus was smart and
did not repeat the mistake of his
ancestors®. He rewarded the Cy-
clops and the Hundred-handed and
they were promoted® to guardians
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of Tartarus. Zeus, his brothers and
sisters, and their followers settled
down? on the mountain Olympia to

rule from there.

Zeus, Poseidon and Hades, gods
of the new generation, were now the
rulers of the world. They split® the
world into three and each god got a
part of the world to rule. Zeus was
to rule the human world, Poseidon
the sea and ocean, and Hades the
underworld®. Zeus then settled
down on the mountain Olympia. This
haven® on Mt. Olympia was called
Olympus. The gods that followed him
to Olympia and his children were
therefore called Olympian gods.

. 5.0ceanus - The Old God
of Ocean

QOceanus was a Titan and the son
of Gaea and Uranus. Oceanus was a
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Q} £ representatlve of the ocean and was

“the god of the ocean before the

Olympian gods took over.

Oceanus represented @ the eter-
nal flow of water around the world.
His counterpart® was the Olympian
god Poseidon. Oceanus was much
honored by the Olympian gods, who
were the winners of the battle between
the new and old generation, because
he did not play a role in® the war
but remained neutral®. Although
honoured by the new rulers, he was
and remained a Titan, eternally tied
to his Titanic labor as the caretaker®
of the ocean.

Oceanus was married to his sis-
ter, the Titan Tethys, and their
daughters the Oceanids were the
streams, springs and floods all over
the world. He was also the father to
the innumerable® ocean nymphs®
all over the world. Some of the fa-

mous of their children were Styx,
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