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g Gone with the Wind

CHAPTER ONE

S ixteen-year-old Scarlett O’ Hara jumped down from

her father’s carriage and stood still for a moment.
She made herself calm, smoothed her hair, and looked at her
surroundings.

Scarlett and her father and sisters had just arrived at a
large plantation called Twelve Oaks,which belonged to the
Wilkes family.The O’Haras also owned a nearby plantation
which was called Tara. It was not as old or beautiful as Twelve
Oaks, but Scarlett loved it just as much.

It was a beautiful spring day in the year 1861, and the
Wilkes family was having a barbecue party. As Scarlett looked
around, it seemed to her that all the people in the American
state of Georgia had been invited. The large, green lawn in
front of the house was filled with talking and laughing. It was
too early for the barbecue meat to be eaten, but the wonderful
smell of roasting pork and chicken filled the air. As Scarlett
stood in front of the carriage, watching her father and sisters
greel the others, she could hardly wait for the party to begin.

Scarlett O’Hara was not beautiful, but many men and boys
were in love with her. There was something very pretty about her
face though, with long black curls and large green eyes that looked
like a cat’s. Her waist was tiny, and her soft skin was like peaches
and cream. On this day, Scarlett had chosen her best dress and
done her hair especially nicely, because today was not like other
days. This was the day that Scarlett would finally tell Ashley
Wilkes the truth about herself: that she was in love with him!
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g Gone with the Wind

When she entered the Wilkes’ house, the first thing Scar-
lett did was to look for Ashley, but she did not see him any-
where. However, her friends Stuart and Brent Tarleton had seen
Scarlett arrive, and they went over to say hello. Stuart and
Brent, who were twins, were cheerful, handsome boys who had
been interested in Scarlett for years. They were clearly happy
to see Scarlett, and she promised them many dances. However,
her mind was on Ashley.

Scarlett could not believe that there was ever a time when
she did not love Ashley Wilkes, the oldest child of the wealthy
and respected Wilkes family. Scarlett and Ashley had known
each other since they were children; their fathers were very
good friends. Scarlett had not paid much attention to Ashley
when they were growing up; she had thought he was too quiet
and serious. And Scarlett was neither quiet nor serious! But
one day two years ago, Ashley had returned from a long stay in
Europe and had come to visit the O’ Haras. Scarlett had been
sitting on the porch with her younger sisters, Suellen and Car-
reen, when he rode up on his horse. When she saw him, Scar-
lett felt her heart begin to pound. How Ashley had changed!
He was handsome, elegant, and mysterious. Ever since that
day, she had loved him and wanted him. Scarlett wanted Ash-
ley the way she wanted air to breathe, or food to eat. It was a
deep need, and she could not understand it. But she did not
try, because Scarlett did not think about things very much. She
was not a serious girl, and she did not understand people and
their emotions.

Ashley was not like the other boys who had flirted with
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