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We say that it’s “raining cats and dogs” when we describe a real cloudburst. Did
it ever rain cats and dogs? I don’t think so. The term could have come from the role
the ancient Egyptians assigned to the cat—and the dog—as companions to the gods
and goddesses who ruled over climate.

The cat was associated with rain and dogs with wind. A really heavy storm
combined torrential rain and lashing winds, indicating that both cats and dogs had a
hand in the storm.

Another explanation is that in early 17""-century London, cats and dogs often did
their mice-hunting on the rooftops of buildings. The cats and dogs were often caught
there during a rainstorm—and it sure rains a lot in London! The poor animals were
then washed from the rooftops, came down over the eaves, and fell on top of startled

passersby. It really was raining cats and dogs.

(150 Words) Time taken: Correctness :
1st Reading (minutes) %
2nd Reading (minutes) %

Select the most accurate answer, or select T for true or F for false according to the
passage .

1. “Raining cats and dogs” is used to describe
A. clouds B. wind
C. cloudbursts D. hail

. 1 .
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2. One explanation is that the term “raining cats and dogs” could have been connected

with .
A. ancient Arabs B. ancient Egyptians
C. ancient Romans D. ancient Indians
3. Another explanation came from the cats and dogs in late 17"-century London.
(T/F)

4. In the second explanation is that cats and dogs were often caught in the rainstorm
when hunting mice and washed from the rooftops, which was just like cats and

dogs raining down. (T/F)

Give a word in the text, which is similar in meaning to each of the following .

1. old 2. friend 3. weather

4. cloudburst 5. surprised

it T

on drills below. Underline the word wherever it appears in the

Do the word recogniti
same form in the group of words that follow it.

. describe  description during describe determine design

. assign ancient associate assist assign appear

. combine company combination control combine companion climate
. indicate industry invent instant intend indicate

. passersby passage passport passenger passersby parasite
hunting hanging hurrying hunting heavy health
lash last lord level lash lavish

N OOt s WD =

Figure out the meaning of the words in italics using only the context given and word-
building skill.

1. “Associated” in the second paragraph in the text.
. 2 .
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2 Tt is clear that he did not care whether they stayed or went home. Such
indifferences made them feel terrible.
3. “ Explanation” in first sentence in the last paragraph in the text.

Put the letter of the appropriate definition next to each word.

1. assign 2. torrential 3. lash

=

. combine 5. indicate 6. describe

-

. rule over

. violently rushing stream of water

. have authority over

. strike with or as with a whip

. give sth to sb as a share of work to be done
. suggest the possibility of

. say or write what sth/sb is like

Q"M E Q0w s

. mix together to form a whole

Write a form of the words according to the part of speech indicated.

explanation (v.) combine (n.) passersby (v.)
describe (m.) torrential (n.)  assign (m.)
associate (n.)

Please read the passage carefully again, and then give an
appropriate topic to the passage.
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Our modern saying “curiosity killed the cat” is a spin-off of an old saying that
actually had nothing at all to do with a cat’s natural tendency to snoop.

The saying, as it was worded in the 16™ century, was “care kills a cat.” The
statement meant that cats seemed to be very cautious and careful creatures, indicating
to their owners that cats worried pretty much about everything.

Too much anxiety, then as now, can be bad for our health, and can even send us
to an early grave. A cat could be killed by excessive “care,” as could a human.

Over the years, the meaning of the word “care” shifted and changed. The word
“curiosity” was then substituted in the phrase as a trait that got both people and cats
into trouble sometimes. It was often quoted to snoops as a polite way to tell them to

mind their own business!

(152 Words) Time taken: Correctness :
1st Reading (minutes) %
2nd Reading (minutes) %
I. RE.

Select the most accurate answer, or select T for true or F for false according to the
passage.

1. The saying “curiosity killed the cat” has something to do with a cat’s natural
tendency to snoop. (T/F)

2. The saying discussed in this article was worded in
A. the 19™ century B. the 1* century



C. the 16" century D. the 15™ century
3. “Care Kkills a cat” means
A. a car kills a cat B. carelessness Kills a cat

C. cats worry much about everything D. none of the above
4. Anxiety was bad for our health only in the past. (T/F)
5. The meaning of the word “care” has never changed over the years. (T/F)

6. “Curiosity kills a cat” is used as a polite way to tell people
A. to kill a cat B. to be curious
C. to mind their own business D. to be careful

Give a word in the text which is similar in meaning to each of the following.

1. careful 2. animal 3. worry |
4. change 5. in fact 6. byproduct ‘
7. tomb 8. proverb

Do the word recognition drills below. Underline the word where it appears in the same

form on the line that follows.

1. excessive  extreme execution expressive excessive excuses
2. actually accurately actively academically acceptably actually
3. substitute  subsidize subsist substitute substance substructure
4. tendency tendencious tender tennis tendency tenpence

5. meaning measure meantime medaling meddling meaning

6. polite please political politer pocket poetic polite

Put the letter of the appropriate definition next to each words.

1. snoop 2.tendency 3. substitute
4. quote 5. trait
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repeat what previously said or written by others, usually in support of a statement
put or use as the thing that replaces something
try to find out things that do not concern oneself

. way a person is likely to behave
distinguishing characteristics

mo 0wy

Write a form of the words according to the part of speech indicated.

1. anxiety (adj.) 2. curiosity (adj.)
3. trouble (adj.) 4. excessive (n.)
5. polite (n.) 6. cautious (n.)

Please read the passage carefully again, and then give an
appropriate topic to the passage.

A full-page ad in a national newspaper such as the “National Enquirer” could cost as
much as $ 22,000! This gets tremendous exposure when you consider that over 15
million people read this publication.

In contrast, a classified ad in the same publication costs about $ 8.75 per word
with a 10-word minimum. So the minimum ad cost is $ 87.50.

You can see the cost advantage over display advertising! But $ 87.50 is not
exactly chicken feed either, is it?

Each publication you are considering advertising in will be happy to send you a
“Rate Card” explaining their costs and any special requirements. In addition, there is a

. 6 .
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reference book available in just about every library which provides the same
information on just about every newspaper and magazine published in this country.
This is called Standard Rate and Data. Just ask your librarian for assistance. So,

please be careful when using even classified ads!

(152 Words) Time taken: Correctness :
1st Reading (minutes)
2nd Reading (minutes)

= S

Select the most accurate answer, or select the T for True or F for false according to
the passage.

1. A full-page ad in a national newspaper could cost as much as .
A. $12,000 B. $25,000 C. $22,000 D. $ 32,000

2. If there are over 15,000,000 people reading this publication, this gets
A. more money B. more friends C. publicity D. more sunshine

3. The minimum of words a classified ad requires is .
A. 8.75 B. 15 C. any number D.10
4. Each publication will be happy to send you a “rate card” which has information on

A. ad costs B. any special requirement
C. both A and B D. their advantages

5. You can relax when placing a classified ad. (T/F)

6. A full-page ad is much cheaper than a classified ad. (T/F)

Give a word in the text which is similar in meaning to each of the following.

1. help 2. precisely 3. huge 4. think
5. least 6. equal 7. offer
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Do the word recognition drills below. Underline the word where it appears in the same

formon the line that follows it.
oo

1. national natural notional noticeable national international

2. tremendous enormous treacherous thermometer tremendous tremendousness
3. display disable disappear display disagree disperse

4. consider confuse consign construct consider consulate

5. publish public publish pulse punch punctual

6. standard standing standout standstill standard stationary

Figure out the meaning of the words in italics using only the context given and word-
building skill.

1. This gets tremendous exposure when you consider that over 15 million people read
this publication.

2. The length of her hair astonished me. I don’t think I have ever seen hair so long.

3. In prehistoric time, every person was needed to provide food and shelter.

Put the letter of the appropriate definition next to each words.

1. in contrast 2. classify 3. chicken feed
4. publication 5. in addition 6. reference book

- action of making a book or a periodical available to the public

. Arrange systematically in groups

. In comparing with the above

. Small amount of money

. As an extra thing or person, etc

- Book which is consulted for information, not read right through
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