-~

' Reader &

TS B

Selected Stories by Shen Congwen

English-Chinese « Gems of Chinese Literature « Modern

RS - PEAXFEE - AKLF 47

ML %

Shen Congwen

PEXFHMR IERS SRR LT

Chinese Literature Press Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press

&3.; e S e e e ! - e )




University Reader

ERAE - TEAXFER - ARLF RS
English-Chinese * Gems of Chinese Literature - Modern

X M 3L 7 i i

Selected Storles by Shen Congwen

AN F
Shen Congweria

FARAXYEE M

Chinese Literature Press

SMERFS MR U R
Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press




B BEREE (CIP) ¥

oM ST/ < B T IR/ DD A S, — B AP OCE A
s B R SOFR AL, 1999. 8

CPESCETREE « IXHFERID

ISBN 7-5071-0566-0

Vodkees Tovheee W /Nist-rp - BUAL- R B 4 - 22 T
V. H319. 4.1

ot [ KA PR 44 CIP BB 7 (1999) 45 29861 &

PUME: A
EXME: B %

RAHE PEHLFRE  ARLF 4
M vist

AL Hy

R O A
(L FEF AHB245) e
5B B2E 5 B R k. PRRET
(A FHZHRLBIIFTW

B\ NiiF ¥ 3200 2l
Wmmﬁetmf%ﬁﬁzw

FF4 850x 1168 1/32 10 €k

1999 4 8 I 1M 1999 4F 8 B 1 IKEIR
E¥150 T AI%:1--5000 B

ISBN 7-5071-0566-0/1 « 507

Efr:12.90 T




BipE HEE KO
HegER B R Rk
BESUBREXHAE)

Y
5 %

F X
R R



REEFE BRI

KRB

— PEXFEABR T

EHHFANIRRE - 50KEAPEXFETEHER
FBERMN,ENHCEERNS TE. BARNARUESF
#5000 A ET ¥, =Tt AE 400 FEK K% 4,

ERBNHETHEFOEAZ. ERAGHHEE)
W AT HFERTE 4T TOFEL R X F, REXEW X
FENAAE - RO BES EENERRETTEESES
BAHRR WA RENAFARRE Y —F E W% .4
FHM RN E X ¥,

AANERENPEXERNEAERSEEDS, A
NEFEHEBRE . RNBHENAFEEEREENENRS
IMmET BEENRE URAALT A XENEE . KFT
AXBREWE. FET RN XEIRRSTUREF XY $
W(ABRBIEI AL . UBKEN I RITEBRFRATE,
RERKEFE EXBRYFELE.SFRNFLE" NGB, T4 —
FlEAHNAK, RAFENIER“TE AR L . BHEHH
BRALEATENEHR T AE 58T 07, F58E
BG” MBI A KRR LT RABENAE LR R H
BOBWKRELE ZBXEILNAT BLBH—HAX
HHANKRL  HBUREEAXBHER Y ETINE Y
XHEH NTEFRFRERRN UL REBEE LTS,

RMNEEBENwRBFHK, EE XH LR NE H,4
HRHCRY XA NN BERE LA RTS8 5 4i8p
AR KENBEFANESAAL U, XEXTH—K

1



KEEEH T

MA¥4ERAEEEZETRAABIRBFESAIHFNH
R ERNAEARBRPPHNEANERKBEL L, T EDFNE
HAF S FEREZEFBH AR T EZEHEANACZH
HEAWERRBEZDAHL., AhER, - MEENB¥X
BEZRAFEHXERIMERURTEHARL, TEI, L
TEMENARAEBEIRLAER, YHAMITRANEEREHR
R2CWRAREE 2N ML AEFT £, 0 HH 2500 4£ =R K
ILFHEE"RL, TENRELRINAE 8, AREHFH
B RELRFMETR—MAT thélr RAE XL thh B A8 #
HHMZTAMATER. TR R OERS Ko % F
AFAXDBEREE EXhHEBANALATEELY, TELAS
AREZFER DLW EX OB HE EE LW AAT, 3
BE—SFUEBRERRRB, IR R HEUS TS BABRE
WHEHEHERTRAHHE R NTEE— T E 4 &
THRELEFHER. —HUAXES IS ENEGERSAA
BAB LS5 S RNEEUTH— VT, T2 N IE
HEBALTHTA KX F 4 ErD?
“MTBE-NEE ANEA X ERAE, TUKE
HEXMEFROGRE. XERRAAL X P AL R thm gy
Ba W BAHCRERBEY FANT A 24K .52 ¥
FPAEHES RO L ERR (R BEN) £
BORAXESENEGHERLRAAN KA ERNERLE
FoXEAAACHER BEANBHNL, $AANESZ,
MHRAEXE BN RAEHFNEHXFURMN, EL SR
FEAFEWBXNBFR, AFAXEBST I B S,
“RERKRN RERH AN, YEXLEFHE, LR F
R AFREAXGEFR S, KL £ TN 2 544 858 5%,

I




REEES

PEHIRAXEH DR ERAAEFR TSN XA E  RAEE
EUHR TR EBARF¥4EARALBEWEAR . FEELZRN S
B —PEARFETEESEEREENS L LT, THEUL
#RBRGFOEXEHEA,

RERNENHHEEFNEE, ROEA - LAY A1
HoREAFA BB -—AEHHH". X—KBFEXFH
RN EERUGATFHEEER L EATRBELAFHLASA
WE—REY. BEFE— KN ER 155000 £ 4% %
AR SR LA ENE NP #T,

e
—RARANFEBEA=Z+A



H3#®

= X
CONTENTS
j(ﬁi_tﬁ:ﬁﬁ»jzu ........................................ % ;g-( I )
— PEXFEA L RFT
The Border TOwn <« tereerrererrersrmmneaetiosieiesssrssoisenens (2)
A i}ﬁ ............................................................ (3 )
Guisheng +=+»+reerrerrrrersrine i (206)
BOHE e et rereeeree e taseiisreeraetessireartesans (207)
. XGAOKIGQ *+ vt v e rnererranteanetittieetiiiasriiaeerirarsanaaraans (272)
H % ................................................. P (273)



RAXFAGNEGHER ERA AL LM
ERMERER AEAHACER BAANE
WRSHAANEEE, MFLXF A ERE
AENEHXENR XN, ERESRTEAFEW
EXUBR DAAEHER MY



The Border Town

The Border Town

The highway running east from Sichuan to Hunan comes, just
west of the border, to Chatong, a small town in the hills. Nearby a
stream flows past a small pagoda, at the foot of which lives a soli-
tary household : an old man, a girl and a dog.

The stream winds down three li or so through the rocks to join
the big river at Chatong, and once you cross the water it is only
one li over the hills to the town. Since the channel curves like a
bow, the path through the hills, like a bowstring, is slightly short-
er. The stream bed, some twenty feet wide, is made up of boul-
ders . In places the quiet waters are too deep for a pole to reach the
bottom, yet so clear that you can count the fish swimming there.
The water level fluctuates considerably, and while there is no mon-
ey to build a bridge a ferry has been provided, a barge which holds
about twenty men and horses — more than that and it has to make
a second trip. A movable iron hoop is attached to a bamboo post in
the bow while a hawser spans the stream. To cross, all you need
do is slip the hoop over the hawser and pull yourself slowly to the
other side. As the boat nears the bank, the ferryman with a shout

of “Steady, now!” leaps ashore holding the hoop; then passengers
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The Border Town

and horses disembark to disappear over the hills. Since this ferry is
public property, no toll is paid. If some well-meaning passenger
tosses down a few coins, the ferryman picks them up one by one
and thrusts them back into his hand, protesting almost truculently:
“’m paid for this job — three pecks of rice and seven hundred
coins! T don’t want your money!”

Some insist on paying, however, unable to look on with an easy
conscience while hard work goes unrewarded. This upsets the fer-
ryman, who, to ease his own conscience, gets someone to buy tea
or tobacco leaves in town and keeps bundles of Chatong’s best to-
bacco hanging from his girdle to offer cheerfully to all and sundry.
When he senses a traveller’s interest in this tobacco, he sticks a
few leaves in his baggage-roll, saying,“Care for a smoke, brother?
This is first-rate. Doesn’t look like much, with leaves as broad as
the palm of your hand, but it has a mighty fine flavour. Makes a
good present too! " The tea he brews in summer in a large pitcher
for any thirsty passerby.

This ferryman is the old fellow who lives just below the pagoda.
Seventy now, he has stayed since the age of twenty beside this
stream, ferrying countless passengers over fifty years. It is high
time the sturdy old man retired, but evidently fate has willed other-
wise: no throwing in his hand for him. Without reflecting what this
job means, he carries on quietly and faithfully. Fate, in his case,
is the girl at his side who makes him feel the lure of life at sunrise
and stops him from brooding about death at sunset. His sole com-
panions are the ferry-boat and Brownie, the dog; his sole relation
this girl .
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The Border Town

The girl’s mother, his only daughter, seventeen years ago had a
love affair behind her father’s back with a soldier at Chatong who
serenaded her. He put her in the family way, but could only marry
her if they eloped. For him that would have meant deserting his
post, for her leaving her father all alone. Her lover knew that she
dreaded the thought of eloping and shrank from spoiling his own
record as a soldier; there seemed no way for them to live together,
but nothing to prevent their dying together. .. and indeed a severe
bout of illness carried him off. His sweetheart hesitated to follow
him because of her unborn child. When this came to the knowl-
edge of the ferryman, he uttered not a word of reproach but carried
on quietly as if he knew nothing of the matter. Shame and pity
kept the girl at her father’s side. But as soon as her child was born
she killed herself by drinking too much cold stream water. Miracu-
lously the orphan survived: she is now a girl of fifteen. Because
their home is among bamboos and hills of a glorious emerald
green, the old boatman gave the poor mite the name Fmerald .

Wind and sun have tanned the growing girl’s skin, her eyes rest-
ing on green. hills are as clear as crystal . Nature is her mother and
teacher, making her innocent, lively and untamed as some small
wild creature. She has the gentleness of a fawn and seems not to
know the meaning of cruelty, anxiety or anger. Should a stranger
on the ferry stare at her, she fixes her brilliant eyes on him as if
ready to fly any instant to the mountains; but once she knows no
harm is meant, she finishes her task calmly.

Rain or shine, the old man stays at his post. When passengers

come he grasps the hawser and, straining forward, hauls the ferry
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The Border Town

across. Tired out, he lies down to sleep on a rock nearby; and if
someone hails them from the further shore Emerald will not let her
grandfather get up but jumps aboard to take his place as nimbly as
one could wish. Sometimes she and Brownie accompany him and
she hauls on the hawser with him. As the ferry nears the bank and
her grandfather calls, “Steady, now!” the dog bounds ashore with
the rope in his mouth to tug the ferry in, proud of the part he is
playing. The old man and his granddaughter are familiar figures to
the villagers round Chatong, and Brownie is a favourite with them
too.

On a fine day when no one comes by to disturb them, the old
man and Emerald may sit sunning themselves on a boulder in front
of the door, or throw a stick from the cliff into the water to watch
Brownie plunge in to retrieve it. Sometimes Emerald and the dog
listen intently to her grandfather’s tales of fighting in the town in
years long past, or he and his granddaughter play a wedding tune
on their bamboo flutes. The arrival of a traveller makes the old
man lay aside his flute and hurry down to ferry the stranger across .
Then from the cliff the girl calls:

“I'll play, Grandad, and you sing!”

The old man in midstream breaks into a cheerful song, his
hoarse voice mingling with the strains of the flute to float out into
the stillness and bring new life to the stream. Indeed, the echoing
music accentuates the stillness.

From east Sichuan sometimes come calves, flocks of sheep or a
decorated bridal sedan-chair. Then Emerald insists on taking

charge and, standing in the stern, pulls lazily on the hawser while
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