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FEELING THE PINCH_
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When | started on my long journey to the
school I would be calling home for the next four
years, I had no idea of the challenges I would be
facing. I was leaving my home, m; sib[ings,[%d
my parents, the people who had raised me M
protected me for eighteen years. 1 was leaving a
place where all my necessary needs were taken
care of my food, clothing, and medical bills. The
only hardsghips 1 encountered in high-school were
paying for gasoline, the movies, or that new CD
[ wanted.' I had it easy living at home, and I
togk that {or granted.

The first day I arrived on_campus 1 got a lit-

—_— e ——

tle t ste of what I would be experiencing for the
next four years. I was told my tuition had not
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been paid, and I could not move into my dorm
room until my balance was paid. For the_ﬁ;?
time in my life I had to handle a serious financial
situation on my own, because my parents were no
longer around to help me out. My parents did not
fully support. my decision to attend Marywood
College because they knew they could not afford
it. I had decided at the last minute to take my
chances that the loans I had applied for would be
M,?Q;? t}% \%d afford to come here.
So after Wwritlg D?fc éck that would almost
completely dqlete all of my savings, I moved into
my dorm room.

Being safely moved into my new home and
having my tuition bill, for that moment, squared_
awa I felt relaxed. Nevertheless, that relax:
ation did not last very m realized that
although I did not have to pay for heat, water,

or electricity, I had to pay for almost everything
2



else. By that [ mean food, phone bills, car insur-
%@ble, and all my own necessities, and
without a job t s a mosiﬁ slble Lucki-

ly, I was eligi r work but seventy
dollars every two weeks is not much to live on. [
was desperate and falling more deeply into debt
every day. I hated asking for help from my par-
ents, because | knew they really could not afford
it, but I really had no other choice.

My [ather agreed to give me a small loan and
promised he would send money whenever he
could to help me out. So [ar he has stuck to his
promise, which is a big help to me. My mother,
on lhe'vl\her hand, has been a little more practi-
cal by sdnding me food, medicine, and other ne-
cessities. 'She even bought ma_br new snow

tires for Chri%tl&\\‘ be ib i I,_.x:oufd

for me. Even

though my loans wete approved, I still have "t&
come up with money o fix my car, which always
seems to be breaking dpwn, to pay my phone
bill, which seems to gel more expensive every
month, and to buy food s¢ I will not go hungry,
if I miss a meal in my meal plan®. Another strug-
gle I have to look forward to in the future is pay-
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ing off all the loans I have just to go to this
school. Sometimes I wonder if all this money
borrowing and penny-pinching is worth it, but’
then 1 realize that without a good education I
would have no hope of ever making enough mon-
ey to survive in the real world.

So in_concdlusion.. L strongly believe that the
financial pressures I have experienced here at col-
lege will eventually make me a person that is
more capable of balancing a budget and support-
ing a family in the future.

NOTES FEB:1. ¥ thar" R BAM k. 2 £BGALFRR
FRA, BEMEIM, 3.a meal plan RFL AR ETLBROGR
FAER OGN MG FF, ETH AL LI L
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WHO WAS MARY?
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It 1s the year of the big reunion for my high
school class. Everyone will be there --or almost
everyone. The members of our class are an un-
usual group. They are graduate students at Stan-
ford and other universities, musicians with the
New York Symphony, teachers, salesmen, busi-
ness managers, a millionaire (he never did really
graduate), and almost every profession you can
think of. Although we numbered less than a hun-
dred, we were a group that did things. I think
over my fellow students, and I am impressed.
Then I remember Mary: timid as a deer, yet
sticking in my memory. T

[ looked at her pictures in the succession of

yearhogks. Her freshman and sophomore pictures
6



