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PREFACE

In the beautiful garden of China’s contemporary engraving, Acheng’s prints, like a
bunch of vivid flowers, have emerged miraculously from the rich northern land and
enjoyed much popularity and critical admiration.

In Acheng, a county near Harbin Citv in Heilongjiang Province, one can find a
large number of voung and middle-aged amateurs participating in engraving creation
with remarkable success.This phenomenon exemplifies the popularity and development
of the contemporary engraving movement in China; and it clearly indicates that there is
always an army of amateur engravers standing behind the professionals and a great
vitality existing nation-wide in this artistic creation.

Deeply rooted in the rural land of North China and well nourished by the local life,
Acheng’s prints show the particular scenes of the local village life in such a way that they
give off the aroma of the earth. Attention has been paid to various aesthetic tastes, as well
as to the specificity of the art language. In the course of their artistic practice, the
amateurs of Acheng have found themselves and developed themselves. Moreover,
being exposed to the same native culture, they have made great efforts to approach their
own artistic styles.

Times have set higher demands for our engravers. The convention of monotonous
artistic techniques should somehow be changed; new subjects must be explored; fresh
materials need to be sought; their intellectual structure should be renewed and their
artistic quality should be enhanced. Now Acheng prints bring us the exciting news that
the army of amateur engravers, along with the professionals, are striving to attain to

perfection of the arts.

————— Chao Mei
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Jiang Xijun

Red Autumn (water print)
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At the Well Side (water print) Guo Hongyu
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Snow Night (water print) Xiao Limei (female)
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Apple Girls (oil print) Huang Taihua
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Farmer Household (water print) Hou Limei (female)
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In the Warmth (water print) Zhao Yonghe
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The Fragrance of Fruits (water print) Sun Daohui
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