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In 1998 we celebrated both the centenary of the
birth of A S Hornby, the creator of the Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary and the fiftieth anniversary
of the publication of the dictionary by Oxford
University Press. Hornby’s great contribution
to lexicography was to apply his experience as
a teacher of English to producing a dictionary
that met the needs of learners, and his success
can be measured by the fact that the Advanced
Learner’s has become one of the best-selling
books of all time.

Now, in the first year of the new millennium,
this edition, the sixth, breaks new ground,
sharpening further the learner-centred focus of
the original. We have learnt a great deal from
our research into how learners use dictionaries
and benefited from suggestions from very many
teachers and students.

Dictionary users need to be able to find the
information they need quickly understand it
once they have found it, and make use of it in
their own speaking or writing. This dictionary
arranges and presents information in a clear
way, using short cuts in longer entries to help
the user pinpeint the meaning they are looking
for. The definitions are all written using a
defining vocabulary of just under 3000 words,
500 fewer than in the previous edition. This
defining vocabulary (listed on page 1531) in-
cludes all the items used in definitions and is
not made artificially shorter by allowing pre-
fixes and suffixes to be attached to the stem of a
listed word. Learners can be sure that, if they
are familiar with the words in this list, the
definitions in the dictionary will pose no
problems.

- L 4
QOur new usage notes, word-family boxes,

topic and study pages show links between
vocabulary items and, together with the user-
friendly help notes, give invaluable guidance
on usage. The origin notes provide fascinating
insights into the etymology of some colourful
words and expressions. All these features
ensure that less experienced learners receive
all the support they need, while the most
advanced will always find-something new and
interesting to challenge them.

I am very grateful to all those both within and

outside Oxford University Press who have
helped with the writing and production of this
dictionary. For this edition Michael Ashby, the
Phonetics Editor, has improved our representa-
tion of the pronunciation of American English.
Susan Wilkin helped with the implementation
of his policy Keith Brown gave advice on
aspects of the grammatical information shown
in the dictionary, especially the verb coding sys-
tem. The following worked as lexicographers:
Evadne Adrian-Vallance, Ruth Blackmore,
Michael Britton, Alexandra Clayton, Eunice
Dalleres, Margaret Jull Costa, Michael Mayor,
Kate Mohideen, Allene Tuck and Annie Watson.
Rosalind Combley, Stella O’Shea and Laura
Wedgeworth helped with the editing in the later
stages of the project. Andrew Delahunty
researched and wrote the usage notes. Lisa Isen-
man, Diane Pecorari and Ruth Urbom were
American English editors. Fran Holdsworth
was responsible for the exceptionally clear and
elegant page design, and for the design of the
topic and study pages. Christopher Howson
designed the colour pages.

In-house Sandra Pyne, Deborah Tempest and
Miranda Steel worked on the dictionary in its
early stages. Jane Taylor commissioned the
illustrations. Qur Publishing Systems Group
kept the schedule on track and oversaw the
capture and manipulation of data. Very many
thanks are due to Anna Cotgreave, Bill Coumbe,
Julie Darbyshire, Julia Hiley, Kay Pepler,
Katrina Ransom and, especially, Frank Keenan.
I should like to express my gratitude for their
hard work and commitment to Jo Florio and
Dilys Parkinson and to my senior editor, Diana
Lea. Jo developed the ‘short cuts’, Dilys was
responsible for the help and usage notes and
Diana gave invaluable input into all aspects of
the dictionary, particularly the topic, study and
illustrations pages. Moira Runcie was unstint-
ing in her support throughout the project. [ am
indebted to her Finally I should like to
acknowledge my debt to Jonathan Crowther,
whose meticulous work on the fifth edition was
an inspiration to me.

Sally Wehmeier
January 2000



Finding the word

Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in alphabetical
order of headwords.

_~nab /nzb/ verb (-bb<) [WN] (informal) 1 to caich or arrest

sb who is doing sth wrong COLLAR: He was nabbed
by the police for speeding. to take or get sth: Who's
” 2 nabbed my drink?
| headwords nachos / 'matfauz; AmE -tfouz/ noun [pl.} (from Spanish)

a Mexican dish of crisp pleces of TorTILLA served with
\\ beans, cheess, spices, etc.

~ nadir /'neidia(r); AmE -4/ noun [s!.ng] (written) the

| entry | worst moment of a particular situation: the nadir of his
Ieiases o n —ee e o es career ¢ Company losses reached their nodir in 1992

Some headwords can have more than one part of speech:

| | headword and all blind-fold /'blamdfsuld AmE fould! noun, verb, adj.,
| possible parts of speech adu.
_-m noun something that is put over sb's eyes so they cannot
see
Black squares show —m verb [VN] to cover sb's eyes with a piece of fabric or other
where the information on L — covering so that they cannot see: The hostages were tied
each part of speech | up and blindfolded,
begins | ~——madj., adv. (BrE) (also blind-fold-ed BrE, AmE) with the

eyes covered: The reporter was taken blindfold to a secret
location. ¢ [ knew the way home blindfold (= because it
was so familiar). ¢ I eould do that blindfold (= very
easily, with no problems).

There are some words in English that have the same spelling as cach other
but different pronunciations and completely different meanings:

| The small homonym puntt /pant/ noun, verb—see also PUNT?
number shows that this m noun a long shallow boat with a flat bottom and
is the first of 2
headwords spelled punt.

pole against the bottom of a river—picture at Boar 2
(BrE, informaly a bet: The investment is little morethan a
punt. 3 (in rugby or American football) a long kick
made after dropping the ball from your hands

mverb 1 to travel in a punt, especially for pleasure: [V] We
spent the day puniing on the river < to go punting {also
VN] 2 {VN] to kick a ball hard so that it goes a long waw.
ometimes after it has dropped from your hands and
e it reaches the ground

punt2 /punt/ noun the unit of money in the Republic of
Ireland (to be replaced by the euro)—see also puNT!

\ Different pronun0|at|on is
| given at each headword.

There are also some words in English that have more than one possible
spelling or form, when both spellings or forms are acceptable. Information
about these words is given at the most frequent spelling or form:

The variant spelling is —[ ban-is-ter (also ban-nis-ter) /'baniste(r)y nounr (BrE
|gi g|ven in brackets. also ban-is-ters [pl]) the posts and rail at the side of a
S S staircase: to hold on to the banister / banisters

At the entry for the less frequent spelling a cross-reference directs you to

the main entry:
ban-nis-ter - BANISTER

American English variants and irregular forms of verbs are treated in the
same way.



Key to dictionary entries

their own entry in the dictionary, because they can be easily understood from
the meaning of the word from which they are derived (the root word). They
are given in the same entry as the root word, in a specially marked section:

The black triangle shows
where the derivatives
section begins.

Finding the meaning

dif-fl.dent //difident/ adj. ~ (about sth) not baving much
confidence in yourself; not wanting to talk about yeurself
[8VA] sHY: a diffident manner/smile b He was modest and
diffident about his own success. » dif-fi-dence /-dans/
noun {U): She overcame her notyral diffidence and spoke
with great frankness. dit-fi-dent-ly adv.

Some words have a lot of possible meanings and the entries for them can
be very long. It is not usually necessary to read the whole entry from the
beginning, if you already know something about the context or general

meaning you are looking for:

Meanings that are closely
related to each other
share the same short cut.

T~

general meaning or

Short cuts show the
context of each meaning.

/

re-liof /cr' i/ noun :
REMQVAL OF ANXIETY/PAIN| 1 (U, sing.] thie feeling of happi-
ness that you have when sth unpleasant stops or does
not happen: @ sense of relief + We all byeathed a.sigh of
relief when he lgft. © She sighed with| relief. o Much to
my relief the car was not damaged. ¢ News of their safely
came as a great relief o It was a relief  be able o talk to
someone about it. © What a relieft 2 (U] ~ fromlof
sth)-the act of removing or reducing pain, anxiety, etc:
modern methods of pain relief o the relief of misery/
poverty / suffering ’
HELP} 3 fUY food, money;, medicine, ete. that is given to
help people in places where there has been & war or nat-
ural disaster: famine relief ¢ a relief agency/organiza-
tion/ worker 4 [U} (especially AmF) financial help given
by the government to people who need it
ONTAX| § [U] = TAX RELIEF: relief on mortgage intetest pay-

ments

STH DIFFERENT| 6 1], sing.] ~ (from sth) something that
is interesting or enjoyable that replaces sth boring, diffi-
cult or nnpleasant for a short period of time: a few
moments of light relief in an otherwise dull performance
o There was little comic relief in his speech. ¢ The calm
of the countryside came as a welcome relief from the hustle
and bustle of city life.

WORKERS| 7 {C+sing./pl.n.] (often used as an adjective) a
person or group of people that replaces another when
they have finished working for the day or when they are
sick:  The next crew relief comes on duty at 9 o’clock. o
relief drivers

By looking down the left-hand side of the entry and just reading the short
cuts, you can quickly find the meaning you want.

Using the word

The entries in this dictionary contain a lot more than just the meanings of
words. They show you how to use the word in your own speaking and writing.

pronunciation, with
American pronunciation
where it is different

(see inside back cover)

Stress marks show
stress on compounds.

aard-vark /'cdvak AmE ‘arrdverk/ noun an animal
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue
and that eats lasects

.bird of 'paradise noun (pl. birds of paradise) a
bird with very bright feathers, found mainty in New
Guinea



............................................................. ® ... Keytodictionary entries
Irregular forms of verbs, with ~ ————{ cling /kim/ verb (clung, clung /klap/) [V] 1 ~ ion) to
their pronunciation. Irregular sbisth| ~ on/together to hold on tightly to sb/sth: sur-
plurals of nouns are also given. \ vivors clinging to a raft o She clung onto her baby. o Cling
S on tight! o They clung together, shivering with cold. 2~
- —_— (to sth) to stick 10 sth: @ dress that clings (= fits closely
prepositions, adverbs and and shows the shape of your body) ¢ The wet shirt clung
structures that can be used with /[ to his chest. o The smell of smoke still clung to her clothes.
this word (see Study page B2) 3 ~ (to sh) (usually disapproving) to stay close 1o sb,

e /S especially because you are emotionally dependent on

g e ’] / them: After her mother’s death, Sara clung ta her aunt

examples of use in italic type more than ever. cling to sthi,cling 'on to sth

- to be unwilling to get rid of lsth, or stoge t;lgfinﬁa sth:

T T R Throughout the iriol she had clung to the belief that he

tabel giving information about was innocent. o He had one last hope to cling on to. o She
usage (see inside front cover) managed to cling on (o life for another couple of years.

dock /dok; AmE dak/ noun, verb
w noun 4 [C) a part of a port where ships are repaired or
where goods are put onto or taken off them: dock workers

e B e o a dock strike o The ship was in dock—see also DRI
information on different types of {  vock 2 (docks) [pl.] a group of docks in a port and the
noun (see Study pages B4-5) ildings around them that are used for repairing ships,

— storing goods; {C] (AmE) = ser1y 4 [C} (AmE) a
pmp— ph“rase—‘in bok dTyp_e n raised platform for loading vehicles or trains § {C] the

i : part of a court of law where the person who has been
example, with extra explanation \tcused of a crime stands or sits during a trial: He's been

fixed /fo)m:)? noun

@M@ in the dock (= on trial for a crime) severa! times already.
R . {U] a wild plant of Northern Europe with large thick
word not in the defining Jeaves that can be rubbed on skin that has been stung by

vocabulary (see Appendix 7) NETTLES to make it less painful: dock leaves

S S S hearty /haiti; AmE ‘harti/ adj., noun
comparatives and superlatives w adj. (heart-ier, hearti-est) 1 [usually before noun] show-
of adjectives given ing friendly feeli a hearty greeting / reception/
—— we Sometimes disapproving) loud, cheerful and
wall of energy: ¢ hearty and boisterous fellow < a hearty
information on usage of /,/[ voice/ handshake 3 [only before noun] {of a meal or sb's
adjectives (see Study pages APPETITE) large; making you feel full: @ hearty breakfast o
B4-5) J———{ to have a hearty appetite & {usually before noun] showing
e —— that you feel strongly about sth: He nodded his head in
hearty agreement, o Hearty congratulations to everyohe
involved, o a hearty dislike of sth see HALE I hearti-
ness noun (U]

is amd bring them/ it back: (VN] o fetch help/a doctor ©
\{ g‘hhj inhabimr}ts zal;fe t’z;ldu;a;k a m;'lle to fet(t‘h wag; lﬁi

e ST A ’s gone 10 feich ti itis from school. ¢ {VNN] ]
idioms section with special 1 you fetch me my bag? 2 [VN] to be sold for a particular
symbol [ (see Study page price: The painting is expecied 1o fetch £10 000 af auction.
812) {\\( tetoh and 'carry (for by 1o do a lot of litfle jobs
— /{ for sb as if you were their servant Jatch ‘up

verb grammar codes o fetch /fetf/ verb 1t (especially BrE} to go to where sb/sth
E&e Study pages B6-9.) }\\\\L ; e

[ phrasal verbs section with (informal, esperially BrE) to arrive somewhere without

T
: \ planning to: And then, a few years after leaving college,
?555'2133?%1 1) J/ he somehow fetched up in Rome.

exam /1'zem/ (also formal examein-ation) noun a for-
mal written, spoken or practical test, especially at
school or college, to see how much you know about a
subject, or what you can do: fo fake an éxam o {formal)
10 sit an exam & to pass/ fail an exam ¢ (BrE) to mark an
exam ¢ (AmE) to grade an exam < an exam paper o I got
my exam results today. ¢ (BrE) She did well in her
exqms. o (AmE) She did well on her-exams. © A lot of stu-
SO S dents suffer from exam nerves. o He's practising hard
Short notes help you to avoid { for his piano exam. Use take/do/ sit an exam not
common errors. write-artexam.



Key to dictionary entries X

Build your vocabulary

The dictionary also contains a lot of information that will help you increase your
vocabulary and use the language productively:

“gtable /'stesbl/ adj., nourn,
verb
madj 1 firmly fixed; not
likely to move, change or
fail STEADY: stable
prices/employment ¢ a
stable relationship ¢ This
ladder doesn’t seern very stable. » The patient’s condition
is stable (= it is not getting worse). 2 (of a person) calm
and reasonable; not easily upset BALANCED:
Mentally, she is not very stable. 3 (technicaly (of a sub-
stance) staying in the same chemical or atoMic state:
chemically stable UNSTABLE P> sta-bly /'steibli/ adv.

Word families show all
words related to the
headword.

WORD FAMILY
stable adj (zunstable)

stability n (=instability)
stabilize v

Special symbals show —t
synonyms and opposites.

Cross-references refer you to information in other parts of the dictionary:

Jam /dzaem/ noun, verb

w noun
SWEET FQOD! 1 {U, C] & thick sweet substance made by
boiling fruit with sugar, often sold in Jars and spread on
bread: strawberry jam ¢ recipes for jams and preserves <
(BrE) a jom doughnut—compare JELLY, MARMALADE—
picture on page Al
MANY PEQPLENVEHIGLES| 2 [C] a situation in which it is dif-
ficult or impaossible to. move because there are so many
people or vehicles in one particular place: The bus was
delayed in a fivernile jam. o As fans rushed to leave, jams
formed at all the exits.— see alsO TRAFFIC IAM
X be in a 'jam (informal) to be in a difficult situation
Jam to'morrow (BrE, informal) good things that are
promised for the future but never happen: They refused
1o settie for a promise of jam tomorrow.~more at MONEY

Compare refers you to
another word with a
contrasted meaning.

Other cross-references
direct you to illustrations,
notes on usage, study
pages and appendices.

See also refers you to
another word with a similar
of related meaning.

All the definitions in the dictionary are written using a vocabulary of 3000 common words.
(The complete list is on pages 1531-9 at the back of the dictionary) This makes them clear
and easy to understand.

Reading through the following points before you start to use the dictionary will make
understanding the definitions even simpler.

Important For example, the meaning of the verb to
The following are used a very large number train is shown as “to prepare yourself for a
of times: particular activity, especially a sport’

sb =somebody/someone

sth = something

etc. = ‘and other things of the same sort’
For example, if you say that something is
‘used in books, newspapers, etc.’, you mean
that you are also including magazines and
journals.

particular is used to emphasize that you
are referring to one individual person, thing

Describing objects and substances

The definition might refer to the shape and
or size of an object. Make sure that you
know what the following words mean:
round, square, circular, hotlow, soli.’. broad,
narrow.

Other features of the ohject might be

or type of thing and not others.
especially is used to give the most
common or typical example of something.

mentioned:
appearance: simple, plain, complicated,
decorative, rough, smooth, pointed



colour: dark, light, pale, bright, coloured,
colourless

According to its function, the object
might be a container, device, instrument,
machine, mechanism or tool.

It might be made of fabric or cloth
(including cotton, wool, fur, silk), metal
(including iron, steel, gold, silver) or glass.

Material is a general word that means
anything that something is made of. For
example a cushion is ‘a fabric bag filled
with soft material’, and adobe is ‘mud that
is... used as a building material’.

Matter [U] is any substance that
physically exists, used especially when
defining more technical words. For example,
a technical meaning of suspension is ‘a
liquid with very small pieces of solid matter
floating in it’.

A substance may be liguid or solid or it
may be a gas.

REMEMBER a vehicle could be a car,
lorry/truck/van or train. An aircraft could
be a plane or a helicopter.

Describing food

Food and drink are described as bitter,
sweet, salty, sour, or spicy. Anamount of a
food prepared in a particular way and
served ata meal is called a dish.

Describing people

People (or human beings) are male or
Jemale, adults or children. They, their
behaviour or their attitude could be
friendly, bad-tempered, aggressive, honest,
dishonest, sincere, calm, anxious, nervous,
pleasant, unpleasant, intelligent, stupid,
Dolite or rude.

The way or manner in which somebody
does something may be important.

People do things deliberately or on
purpose (= they mean to do it) or
accidentally or by mistake (= they do not
mean to do it).

Somebody may have or show a quality or
feeling such as respect, interest, pleasure,
skill, emotion, excitement, enthusiasm,
sympathy, courage or determination. Or they
may show a lack of one of these qualities or
a desire to do something.

Describing organizations

An organization may be a business, a
company, an institution, a club or a group of
people who work together for a particular
aim. The people who lead an organization, a

government or society can be called people ér
authority.

Describing actions

An event may be a ceremony, a festival or a
celebration. 1t could be public, private,
official or social.

An occasion is a time when something
happens. For example, a referendum is ‘an
occasion when all the people of a country
can vote on an important issue’.

Something that somebody does, or
something that happens may be described
as an act, an action, an activity ox a process
(= a series of connected actions). When a
noun is very closely linked to a verb, it may
be defined in terms of the verb as the
act/action/activity/process of... For example,
onhe of the meanings of achievement is ‘the
act or process of achieving sth’,

Your experience [U] is the things you
have done and the knowledge you have
gained; an experience [C] is something that
has happened to you. For example,
cosmopolitan means ‘having or showing
wide experience of people and things’.
Conversion is ‘the process or experience of
changing your religion’.

Things happen repeatedly (= several
times, one after the other), continuously
(= without stopping), occasionally or rarely
{= not very often).

Describing situations

A matter [C] is a subject or situation that
you must consider or deal with. For
example, a case is ‘a matter that is being
officially investigated ...’

State and condition are both used to
describe how something or somebody looks
or is physically or mentally. A medical
condition is a particular health problem
that somebody has.

A situation that exists or a khabitor
practice that somebody has can be described
as the fact of ... or the practice of ... For
example, gender is ‘the fact of being male or
female’.

Describing ideas

A strong opinion can be called a belief. A set
of beliefs can be a theory about a particular
subject. Some actions are the expression of
particular ideas. A set of beliefs and
practices can make a whole system,
especially a political or economic system
such as capitalism.



1040 form /,ten 'forti form; AmE 'forrti forrm/
noun (in the US) an official document in
which you give details of the amount of money
that you have earned so that the government
can calculate how much tax you have to pay

12 /twelv/ noun (in Britain) a label that is
given to a film/movie to show that it can be
watched legally only by people who are at
least twelve years old; a film/movic that has
this label: I can take the kids too - it'sa 12.

15 /,fif'tim/ noun (in Britain) a label that is
given to a film/movie to show that it can be
watched legally only by people who are at
least fifteen years old; a film/movie that has
this label

18 /,e1'tin/ noun (in Britain) a label that is
given to a film/movie to show that it can be
watched legally only by people who are at
least eighteen years old; a film/movie that
has this label

18-wheeler /.ertiin 'wizla(ry/ noun (AmE) a
very large truck with nine wheels on each side

20/20 vision /,twenti twenti 'visn/ noun the
ability to see perfectly without using glasses
OF CONTACT LENSES

2.1 /tu: 'wan/ noun the upper level of the
second highest standard of degree given by a
British or an Australian university: I got a 2.1.

2.2 /tuz 'tuz/ noun the lower level of the
second highest standard of degree given by a
British or an Australian university

24-hour clock /twentifor ave ‘klovk; AmE
aver 'kKla:k/ noun the system of using twenty
four numbers to talk about the hours of the
day, instead of dividing it into two units of
twelve hours

24/7 /twenti fox(r) 'seven/ adv. (informal)
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week
(used to mean 'all the time"); She's with me all
the time—24/7.

3-D (also three-D) /,0ri: 'di:/ noun [U] the
quality of having, or appearing to have,
length, width and depth: These glasses allow
you to see the film in 3-D.

35mm /,03:tifarv 'milimizta(r); AmE ,63rti- /
noun the size of film that is usually used in
cameras for taking photographs and making
films/movies

4 x4 /,fo: bar 'for; AmE \for bai 'fox/ noun a
vehicle with a system in which power is
applied to all four wheels, making it easier to
control

911 /,;nam wan '‘wan/ the telephone number
used in the US to call the police, fire or
ambulance services in an emergency: (Amk)
Call 911.

99 /,namti'nam/ noun (BrE) an ice cream in a
coNE with a stick of chocolate in the top

999 /,nam nam 'nam/ the telephone number
used in Britain to call the police, fire or
ambulance services in an emergency: (BrE)
Dial 999.

equals; is the same as

does not equal; is different from

is approximately equal to

is more than

is less than

because

therefore

correct

incorrect

used to mark important points (called an
ASTERISK)

and (called an AMPERSAND)

(BrE) Hasu (AmE pOUND sSIGN) the symbol
used for example on telephones, and in
addresses in the US

prrro; the same word as above

@ at

ANV QW

.

* % % .

* R

% (on an envelope) care of. You address a letter

to a person ‘care of”’ sb else when the place

you are sending it to is not their permanent

home.

pound sterling

dollar

euro

copyright

® information

® parking

& male

Q female

& used on the packaging of products to show
that they are made from recycled materials
(= that have been used once then treated so
that they can be used again), or to show
that they can be recycled after use

@m-@lﬁ
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A /ev/ noun. svmbol. abbr.

® noun (also a) (pi. A’s, @'s ‘ewz) 1[C, U} the tirst letter of
the English alphabet: ‘Apple’ begins with (an) A/ ‘A" 2 (A)
[C. U} (rusic) the 6th note in the scale of C Magor 3([C, U]
the highest mark, grade that a student can get for a piece
of work or course of study: Ske got (an) A in. for Biology.
4+ He had straight A’s (= nothing but A's) all through
high school. 4 (A) [U] used to represent the first of two or
more possibilities: Shail we go for plan A or plan B? 8§ (A)
[U] used to represent a person, for example in an
imagined situation or to hide their identity: Let's assume
A knows B is guilty.—see also A-FRAME, A LEVEL, A-ROAD
I from A to B from one place to another: J/ don't care
what a car looks like as long as it gets me from A to B.
from A to Z including everything there is to know about
sth: By the end of the week we knew the subject from A to
Z.

w symbol 1used in Britain before a number to refer to a
particular important road: the A34 to Newbury 2 used
(but not in the US) before numbers which show standard
metric sizes of paper: a sheet of A4 paper (= 297x210mm)

w gbbr. (in writing) AMP(S)

a /o; strong form e/ (also an /on: strong form ®n/) indefinite
article The form a is used before consonant sounds
and the form an before vewel sounds. When saying
abbreviations like ‘FM or ‘UN’, use a or an according to
how the first letter is said. For example, F is a consonant,
but begins with the sound/e/and so you say: an FM
radio. U is a vowel but begins with/j/and so you say: a
UN declaration. 1used before countable or singular
nouns referring to people or things that have not already
been mentioned: a man/horse/unit o an aunt/egg / hour /
x-ray ¢ I can only carry two at a time. o There’s a visitor
for you. o She’s a friend of my father’s (= one of my
father’s friends). 2 used before uncountable nouns when
these have an adjective in front of them, or phrase follow-
ing them: a good knowledge of French o a sadness that
won’t go away 3any, every: A lion is a dangerous animal.
4 used to show that sb/sth is a member of a group or
profession: Their new car’s a BMW. o She’s a Buddhist. o
He's a teacher. ¢ Is that a Monet (= a painting by Monet)?
Sused in front of two nouns that are seen as a single
unit: @ knife and fork 6 used instead of one before some
numbers: A thousand people were there. Tused when
talking about prices, quantities and rates PER: They
cost 50p a kilo. ¢ I can type 50 words a minute. ¢ He was
driving at 50 miles an hour. 8 a person like sb: She’s a
little Hitler. @ used before sb’s name to show that the
speaker does not know the person: There’s a Mrs Green to
see you. 10 used before the names of days of the week to
talk about one particular day: She died on a Tuesday.

a- /el/ prefix (in nouns, adjectives and adverbs) not; with-
out: atheist ¢ atypical ¢ asexually

AA /e 'er/ abbr. Automobile Association (a British organ-
ization which provides services for car owners)

AAA /i1 e1 ‘er/ abbr. American Automobile Association
(an American organization which provides services for
car owners)

A & E /1 and 'ii/ abbr. ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY

aard-vark /‘advak; AmE 'ardvarrk/ noun an animal
from southern Africa that has a long nose and tongue and
that eats insects

aback /o'bak/ adv. [ be taken a'back (by sb/sth) to
be shocked or surprised by sb/sth: Ske was completely
taken aback by his anger.—see also TAKE SB ABACK

aba-cus /'=bakss/ noun (pl. aba-cuses /-kesiz/) a frame

@® a: e 30 ] 1 i
cat father ten bird about sit

containing rods with small balls that slide along them. 1t
is used as a tool or toy for courting.

aban-.don /s'bandon  verb, noun

meerh [WN] 1~ sb (to sth) to leave sb, especially sb you are
responsible for, with no intention of returning: The baby
had been ubandoned by its mother. o Peaple often simply
abandon their pets when they go abroad. : The study
showed a deep fear among the clderly of being abandoned
to the care of strangers. 2~ sth (to sb/sth) to leave a
thing or place. especially because it is impossible or
dangerous to stay: Snow forced many drivers to abandon
their vehicles. « They had to abandon their lands and
property to the invading forces. ¢ He gave the order to
abandon ship (= to leave the ship because it was sink-
ing). 3 to stop supporting or helping sb; to stop believing
in sth: The country abandoned its political leaders after
the war. By 1930 he had abundoned his non-violent
principles 4 16 stop doing sth . especially before it is finished 5
to stop having sth: They had to abandon the match
because of rain. ¢ I have abandoned hope of any reconcili-
ation. 5 ~ yourself to sth (literary) to feel an emotion so
strongly that you can feel nothing else: He abandoned
himself to despair.

m noun (U] (written) an uncontrolled way of behaving that
shows that sb does not carc what other people think: He
signed cheques with careless abandon. [ see GAYadj.

aban-doned /o'bandend/ adi. 1left and no longer
wanted, used or needed: an abandoned car/house o The
child was found abandoned but unharmed. 2 (written) (of
people or their behaviour) wild; not following accepted
standards

aban-don-ment /a'bandenment/ noun [U} (written)
1 the act of leaving a person, thing or place with no
intention of returning: their childhoed abandonment by
their mother 2 the act of giving up an idea or stopping an
activity with no intention of returning to it the govern-
ment's abandonment of its new economic policy

abase /a'beis/ verb [VN] ~ yourself (formal) to act in a
way that shows that you accept sb’'s power over you
» abase-ment noun {U]

abashed /s'bzft/ adj. [not before noun] embarrassed
and ashamed because of sth that you have done
UNABASHED

abate /a'bert/ verb (formal) to become less strong; to
make sth less strong: [V} The storm showed no signs of
abating. ¢ \VN] Steps are to be taken to abate poliution.
» abate-ment noun [U]

ab-at-toir /'zbatwai(r)/ noun (Brk) = SLAUGHTERHOUSE

ab-bess /‘zbes/ noun a woman who is the head of a
CONVENT

abbey /'zbi/ noun a large church together with a group
of buildings in which MONKs or NUNs live or lived in the
past: Westminster Abbey o a ruined abbey

abbot /'=bst/ noun a man who is the head of a MoNAs-
TERY Or an ABBEY

ab-bre-vi-ate /d'bri:viert/ verd [VN] [usually passive] ~
sth {to sth) to make a word, phrase or name shorter by
leaving out letters or using only the first letter of each
word: the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (usually abbreviated
to JPL) » ab-bre-vi-ated adj.. Where appropriate, abbre-
viated forms are used.

ab-bre-vi-ation /s,brizvilerfn/ noun 1 {C} ~ (of/for sth)
a short form of a word, etc: What'’s the abbreviation for
‘Saint’? 2 [U] the process of abbreviating sth

ABC /1 bi: 'si:/ noun, abbr.

® noun (sing.] (BrE) (AmE ABCs [pl.]) 1 all the letters of
the alphabet, especially as they are learnt by children: Do

(& u u:

put actual too




agqleate

you know your ABC? 2 the basic facts about a subject: the
ABC of gardening IBI7] see EASY

®m abbr. American Broadcasting Company (a large national
American television company)

ab-di-cate /zbdikeit/ verb 1 to give up the position of
being king or queen: [V] He abdicated in favour of his son.
¢ (VN] She was forced to abdicate the throne of Spain. 2 {UN]
~ responsibility/your responsibilities 0 fail or refuse to
perform a duty » ab-di-ca-tion /,@bdrketfn/ noun U, C]

ab-do-men /'zbdaman/ noun 1the part of the body
below the chest that contains the stomach, bowels, etc.
2 the end part of an insect’s body that is attached to its
THORAX—picture on page A7 p ab-dom-inal sa&b'domin];
AmE -'dazm-/ adj. [only before noun}: abdominai pains

ab-duct /=b'dakt/ verb [VN] to take sb away illegally,
especially using force 8YN] RIDNAP: He had attempted to
abduct the two children. » ab-duc-tion /2b'dakfn/ noun
(U, Cl: child abduction ab-duct-or noun

Aber-do'nian /zbs'dsuvnien; AmE ,@bar'dou-/ noun a
person from Aberdeen in Scotland » Aber-do-nian adj.

ab-er-rant /='berent/ adj. (formal) not usual or not
socially acceptable: aberrant behaviour

ab-er-ra-tion / @bs'rerfn/ noun [C, U] (formal) a fact, an
action or a way of behaving that is not usual, and that
may be unacceptabie

abet /a'bet/ verp (-tt-) [VN] to help or encourage sb to do
sth wrong: He was abetted in the deception by his wife.
[EI see AID L.

abey-ance /o'berens/ nourn [Ul I in abeyance
(formal) not being used, or being stopped for a period of
time

abhor /sb'hoir)/ verd (-rr-) [VN] (not used in the progres-
sive tenses) (formal) to hate sth, for example a way of
behaving or thinking, especially for moral reasons

ab-horrence /sb'horens. AmE -har- -'har-/ noun
[U, sing.} (formal) a feeling of strong hatred, especially for
moral reasons

ab-horrent /sb‘horent; AmE -'hoir-; -'hair-/ adj. (formal)
~ (to sb) causing hatred, especially for moral reasons:
Discrimination of any sort is abhorrent to a civilized
society.

abide /o'baid/ verd (abided, abided) In sense 2
abode /a'baud; AmE 2'boud/ is also used for the past tense
and past participle. 1[VN] can’t/couldn’t ~ sb/sth to
dislike sb/sth so much that you hate having to be with or
deal with them: I can’t abide people with no sense of
humour. o He couldn’t abide the thought of being cooped
up in an office. 2 [V+adv./prep.] (0ld use or formal) to stay
or live in a place: May joy and peace abide in us all.
a'bide by sth to accept and act according to a law, an
agreement, etc: You'll have to abide by the rules of the
club. ¢ We will abide by their decision.

abid-ing /o'baidin/ adj. ritten) (of a feeling or belief)
lasting for a long time and not changing

abil-ity /a'bileti/ noun 1 [sing.] ~ to do sth the fact that
sbh/sth is able to do sth: The sysiem has the ability to run
more than one program at the same time. ¢ Everyone has
the right to good medical care regardless of their ability to
pay. o A gentle form of exercise will increase your ability to
relax. mABILITY 2[C, U] a level of skill or intelli-
gence: Almost everyone has some musical ability. o He was
a man of extraordinary abilities. ¢ students of mixed abil-
ities o A womar of her ability will easily find a job. o I try
to do my job to the best of my ability (= as well as [ can).

-abitity, -ibility o -aste

ab-ject /'mbdiekt/ adj. [usually before noun] (formal)
14 terrible and without hope: abject poverty/misery/fail-
ure 2 without any pride or respect for yourself: an abject
apology » ab-ject-ly adv.

ab-jure /obldzua(r) AmE ab'dzur/ verb [VN] (formal to
promise publicly that you will give up or reject a belief or
a way of behaving [SYN] RENOUNCE

ablaze /s'bleiz/ adj. [not before noun] (writtern) 1burn-
ing quickly and strongly: The whole building was soon
ablaze. ¢ Cars and buses were set ablaze during the riot.
2~ {with sth) full of bright colours or light: The trees

g0

were ablaze with the colours of eutumn. s There were
lights still ablaze as they drove up to the house. 3 ~ (with
sth) full of strong emotion or excitement: He turned to
her, his eves ablaze with anger.

able /eitl: adj. 1~ to do
sth (used as a modal verb)
to have the skill, intelli-
gence, opportunity, etc.
needed to do sth: You must
be able to speak French for
this job. ¢ A viral illness left
her barely able to walk. » 1
didn't feel able to disagree with him. - Will you be able to
come? [OPP UNABLE = note at caN' Z(abler /'eibla(z) .
ablest /'eiblist/) intelligent; good at sth: the ablest student
in the class » We aim to help the less able in society to lead
an independent life.—see also ABLY

-able (BrE also -ible} suffix (in adjectives) 1 that can or
must be: calculable < taxable 2having the quality of:
fashionable & comforteble o changeable » -ability, -ibility
(in nouns): capability - responsibility -ably, -ibly (in
adverbs): noticeably o incredibly

,able-'bodied adj. physically healthy, fit and strong in
contrast to sb who is weak or DISABLED: Military service is
compulsory for every able-bodied male between 8 and 27.

able 'seaman noun a sailor of lower rank in the British
navy

ab-lu-tions /o'blu:[nz/ noun {pl.] (formal or humorous)
the act of washing yourself

ably /'embli/ adv. skilfully and well: We were ably assisted
by a team of volunteers.—see also ABLE(2)

ab-nor-mal /&b'no:ml; AmE -norrml/ adj. different from
what is usual or expected, especially in a way that is
worrying, harmful or not wanted: abnormal levels of
sugar in the blood o They thought his behaviour was
abnormal. OPP, NORMAL P ab-nor-mal-ly /=b'nommali;
AmE -'norrm-/ edv.: abnormally high blood pressure

ab-normal-ity noun /@bno:'malati; AmE -nor'm-/ (ol
-ies) [C, U} a feature or characteristic in a person’s body
or behaviour that is not usual and may be harmful,
worrying or cause illness: abnormalities of the heart ¢
congenital / foetal abnormality

aboard /5'bo:d; AmE o'boirds adv., prep. on or onto a ship,
plane, bus or train: We finally went aboard. > He was
already aboard the plane. ¢ The plane crashed killing all
157 passengers aboard.  All aboard! (= the bus, boat, etc.
is leaving soon) o Welcome aboard! (= used as a greeting
to passengers or to a person joining a new organization,
ete.)

abode /9'boud; AmE a'boud/ noun [(usually sing.] (formal
or humorous) the place where sb lives: homeless peopie of
no fixed abode (= with no permanent home) ¢ You are
most welcome to my humble abode—see also ABIDEU.,
RIGHT OF ABODE

abol-ish /o'bolif; AmE o'baz)l/ verb [VN] to officially end a
law, a system or an institution: This tax should be
abolished.

abo:li-tion /;=ba'lifn/ noun (U] the ending of a law, a
system or an institution: the abolition of slavery/apart-
heid/ the death penalty

abo-fi-tion-ist / zba'lifonist/ noun a person who is in
favour of the abolition of sth

ahom-in-able /o'bominabl. AmE o'ba:m-/ adj. extremely
unpleasant and causing disgust: The judge described the
attack as an abominable crime. ¢ We were served the most
abominable coffee. » abom-in-ably /9'bominabli; AmE
o'ba:m-/ adv.: She treated him abominably.

A bominable 'Snowman noun = YETI

abom:-in-ate /a'bomimert; AmE 2'bam-/ verb [WN] (not
used in the progressive tenses) (formal) to feel hatred or
disgust for sth/sb

abom-in-ation /ebomineln; AmE obam-/ noun
(formal) a thing that causes disgust and hatred, or is
considered extremely offensive: a concrete abominalion
masquerading as a hotel

abo-ri-ginal / ®bs'vidsonl/ adj., noun

WORD FAMILY

able adj. (# unable)
ability n. (= inability)
disabled «adj.
disability n.




