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Chapter One Modern Tourism
F—F IRKH
Lesson One What is Tourism?
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I.

1. Because the lack of uniform definitions has hampered the study of tourism
as a discipline.

2. The difficulties in coming up with a meaningful definition that will be
universally accepted include its multidimentional aspects and its interac-
tions with other activities.

3. Four different perspectives of tourism can be identified:

1) The tourist . The tourist seeks various psychic and physical experiences
and satisfactions . The nature of these will largely determine the desti-
nations chosen and the activities enjoyed.

2) The businesses providing tourist goods and services . Business people see
tourism as an opportunity to make a profit by supplying the goods and
services that the tourist market demands.

3) The government of the host community or area . Politicians view tourism
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as a wealth factor in the econonny of their jurisdictions. Their perspec-
tive is related to the incomes their citizens can eamn from this business.
Politicians also consider the foreign exchange receipts from internation-
al tourism as well as the tax rereipts collected from tourist expendi-
tures , either directly or indirectly.

4) The host community . Local people usually see tourism as a cultury] and
employment factor. Of importance to this group, for example, is the ef-
fect of the interaction between large numbers of international visitors
and residents. This effect may be beneficial or hannful ,or both.

. The development of a field depends on (1} uniform defintions, (2) de-

scription, (3) analysis, {4) prediction, and{ 5 ) control .

. WTO’ s definition of tourism goes as follows:

“Tourism comprises the activities of persons travelling to and staying in

places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive

year for leisure, business and other purposes” .

1) International tourism
a. Inbound tourism : visits to country by nonresidents
b. Outbound tourism : visits by residents of country to another country
2) Iternal tourism : visits by residents of a country to their own country
3) Domestic tourism ; internal tourism plus inbound tourism(the tourism
market of accommodation facilities and attractions within a country)
4) National tourism : intemal tourism plus outbound tourism{ the resi-
dent tourism market for travel agents and aidines )
. It meaures sl trips away from home lasting one night or more, taken by
residents for holidays, visits to frends and relatives, or for business, con-
ferences, and most other purposes. It distinguishes hetween short{1 to 3
nights)and long(4 nights ) duration holiday trips .
. It dwstinguishes five different types of visits: holiday independent, holiday
inclusive,, business, visit to friends and relatives, and miscellaneous .



