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Introduction

tudent of sz

A Think Tank researcher warks
with orangutans Indah and Iris,




There’s an amazing' 21-year-old female® who lives in
Washington, D.C. She likes to hang out > with her friends
and, like you, she goes to school every day. What s so
special’ about this student? Well, she happens to be an
orangutan’® named Indah, and she’s part of a research
project’ at the National Zoo.

ndah takes part in’ a special project called

the Think Tank®. This project teaches

animals to communicate’ using
symbols'® on a computer screen''.
Biologists'?, or scientists who study
living things, hope Think Tank will
help them learn more about how ani-
mals think and act.

So what does Indah have to do? She looks
at two computer screens. The top screen shows
a picture. Indah must then touch the lower screen

to select a symbol that represents'® the picture. By observing' Indah,
scientists learn more about how she thinks and communicates.

Indah is part of an amazing animal world that we are learning more
about every day. It’s a wild and interesting place. As you read this
book, you will learn about different groups of animals and how they
survive's, You also will see that the more we know about animals, the
better we can protect'® them. So get ready to explore'’—the whole world
is your zoo and you are the keeper'®!

1. amazing adj. & AR 10. symbol n B
2. female n it M =4 11. screen n. R
3. hang out iz 12. biologist n o 4 SRR
4. special b 1] 13. represent 3 Rk, R
5. orangutan 518 14. observe i e
6. project n 7 15. survive ) & 15
7. take partin = 16. protect . fi=g0)
8. Think Tank %0 3% B 17. explore

9. communicate ) . R 18. keeper I 5




Chapter

The Animal World:
Wonderful and Weird
MYEEH. BRIRR

The platypus’ is a funny-looking animal that
lives in Australia. lts feet are webbed” and its

|

. : . s 4 .ys; 1. platypus n mE

broad, flat snout’ looks like a duck’s bill’. 3 evvea p e ‘

But the features’ that make the platypus look > " - i
s ) . 4. bill n. s LT 7[5(
different also make it special. Do you know s teaure x__
4 dile y . 6. odd-looking adj | BELEGEM
what this odd-looking® creature” can do? 7 cawre D

_@




he platypus can find food underwater even with its b
eyes, ears, and nose shut tight'! How does it do this? @
The platypus uses sensors’ in its snout to pick up
electrical signals® from the animals it hunts*. By following
these signals, the platypus can zero in on® an animal’s
location®. Once a shrimp’ or worm® is uncovered’ in the
mud'’, dinner is served!

Animal Groups
Scientists put all animals, no matter how different
they may look, into two large groups—animals with
backbones'' and animals without backbones. Do
you have a backbone? Sure you do! Go ahead—
feel the back of your neck. The small bones you
feel are connected'? all the way down the middle
of your back to form your backbone. You may
think a backbone is pretty common. After all,
most of the animals you see every day have
one. But believe it or not, fewer than 5 per- ) , 20
cent of all known species'’ have backbones. : o~ 't - /,—x
One reason' for this is that insects' are |
the largest group of animals—and insects
don’t have backbones.

v

1. tight il B2
2. sensor 1.
3. electrical signal
4. hunt )
5. zeroinon R -
6. location 1 :
7. shrimp " /}\ﬂ;
8. worm " 4 2 (S5 48,
9. uncover v 25:},"&7 ;
10. mud " =
11. backbone " =58 B8
12. connect ) ,“ e
13. species " r 4 Mﬁl
14. reason " ’{( FE: HEH
15. insect n { & } B4
16. raccoon n v 2% HehE
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Jellyfish

Animals Without Backbones

Animals without backbones are called
invertebrates'. There are millions of kinds of
invertebrates. They can be found almost any-
place on Earth. The pictures on these two
pages show members of some of the main
invertebrate groups.

Jelhvfish® The soft and gooey* jellyfish, pic-
tured above, is an invertebrate that lives in
the ocean®. A jellyfish has no head. It has a
soft body with a mouth on its underside.
Long, wavy® tentacles® swing’ gently from
its body. But watch out®! Many jellyfish have
tentacles with stinging cells®. The tentacles
help the jellyfish catch food, but they also
can sting you if you get too close.

Insects The largest group of invertebrates is
insects. All insects have three main body
parts—a head, a thorax', and an abdomen".

-

~—

A hard outer covering called an exoskeleton'
protects insects. Since exoskeletons cannot
grow with the animal, insects shed'? these
outer coverings. The beetle', pictured below,

sheds its exoskeleton and grows a new, larger .

one to take its place.

1. invertebrate " THHNY
2. jellyfish . K&
3. gooey adp, MH
4. ocean " AiB. EF
5. wavy adf. RS, KEhEd
6. tentacle " ARz AbA
7. swing v ). B
8. watch out LS
9. stinging cell )
10. thorax . ]
11. abdomen " i}
12. exoskeleton u. BB
13. shed v H(FF)

. beetle




Arachnids' Spiders may look like insects,
but they’re actually- in a different group
called arachnids. Spiders have two body parts
and eight jointed’ legs. Most spiders make
silk webs? to catch food. But the water
spider’, pictured at right, has a special skill.
It spins? its silk into a tiny’ air tank®. Then it
dives® underwater with its own supply'® of
air to look for food.

Centipedes!' The body of a centipede is long
and flat, perfect for hiding under logs'* or
stones. Centipedes look a bit like worms with
legs. Each segment'! of a centipede’s body
has one pair of legs. All these legs help the
centipede run quickly to catch insects for
food.

Sponges't People used to think sponges were
plants. After all, a sponge has no head or legs.
We now know that sponges are simple
invertebrates. These animals don’t move
about like we do. Young sponges attach to"
rocks or other underwater objects and stay
there for the rest of their lives.

1. arachnid " LI RN ]

2. actually e ENUNIE

3. jointed ) £ X T \ Y
4. web " %] 2
5. water spider INEH TR £
6. spin " £4(81) ‘4?'%‘&

7. tiny ), DNl 2.

8. airtank AR

9. dive v K

10. supply . ¥

11. centipede 1. B

12. log " [ 8

13. segment . b7 S S I

14, sponge . go¥%)

15. attach to B & +

Water spider

Centipede

Sponges



Animals with Backbones
What do a sea otter' and an elephant have in
common? Well, for one thing, both have

| backbones. They are called vertebrates® be-
cause each of the bones that make up the
backbone is called a vertebra®. The backbone
of a vertebrate grows with the animal. This
means vertebrates can grow larger than ani-

| mals without backbones. Vertebrates usually

" have bigger brains* than invertebrates and
can learn to behave’ in more complex® ways.

Amphibians” Frogs® are part of a group of
vertebrates called amphibians. Many am-
phibians spend part of their lives in water
and part on land. Have you ever seen a
tadpole®? It’s a frog, or toad", in the early
stages of' its life. Look at how the tree frog",
| pictured below, blows up its vocal sac'’.
| When the frog does this, it can croak'* loudly.

Reptiles'™ Some people get nervous'® around
these crawling'? or slithering'® vertebrates.
It’s true some reptiles, including certain
snakes, are poisonous' and dangerous. But
most snakes are harmless to humans. In fact,
snakes help farmers and gardeners by eating
pests such as insects and mice. Snakes have
highly moveable jaws?'. This means a snake
can swallow?? another animal that is larger
than the snake’s own head!

1 sea ofter I W
2. vertebrate " HHah
3. vertebra " T HH
4. brain . H3i
5. behave v a3, =1
6. complex ady L-E:3:}
7. amphibian " A iBzh
8. frog n. E i
9. tadpole H. o 83}
10. toad i R i
11. early stage of 3
12. tree frog E5g::3
13. vocal sac e
14. croak 1 BT, (8 0 7
15. reptile " netrzhyy
16. nervous 87 1‘5‘%’%@[{?}@“ ‘
17. crawl v Met; ah
18. slither v (RITE L) 5D
19. poisonous aail) &M
20. pest " R
21. jaw " [ ]

. swallow HTF. BT

Parrot snake




Birds Have you ever been told that you “cat
like a bird”’? The expression usually means

_ that you aren’t eating much. But if people

really ate like birds, they’d be huge. Many
birds eat twice their own weight in food ev-
ery day. These winged' vertebrates need lots
of energy? to fly.

Fish Did you know there are about 25,000
known species of fish? And all of them are
vertebrates. A manta ray® spends most of its
time feeding at or near the ocean’s surface®.
But a manta ray sometimes uses its winglike
fins® to actually leap out of® the water.

Mammals® The vertebrates that are probably
most familiar® to you are called mammals.
Most mammals, like the basset hound® at right,
have hair to keep them warm. Mammals also
feed milk to their young. From whales'" in the
water to bats in the air, mammals can be found
just about everywhere on Earth.

1. winged ady. H¥M
2. energy " R
3. manta ray LY
4. surface . |
5. fin " (13
6. leap out of R
7. mammal " T 7L &%
8. famitiar ). "R
9. basset hound SRR X
10. whale H. E(faiRER &)
11. kingfisher " BE aE(—HEGEHRRSE)

Basset hound
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Assortment' of Animals

Do you think you can list all the animals in
the world? No way! There are just too many.
And scientists are still discovering new
species. So how do we make sense of” all the
kinds of animals in the world?

1. assortment 1 3
2. make sense of Ll ERFSE
3. classify ! P
4. relationship " K& FE
5. baseon B
6. detail n. 4
7. compare 1 : A3
8. characteristic 1 ) kLN RS2 1S
9. system

Thinking Like a Scientist:

Scientists classify animals to help us see Animal Characteristics

relationships® among them. When we

: i Number Other Animals in
classify animals, we group them based of Legs Features This Group
5 i o
on° ways t_hey are alike. This helps us un 2 =TIy
derstand important things about many no wings
animals without having to remember de- P Joied loge,
tails® about each one. has wings
% 4 Spends part
Study the pictures of the animals on the of its life in
next page. Compare’ how they look. the water
| Make a table like the one shown. Then
match the animals to the characteristics® Why do you think classification
in the table. systems” for animals can change?
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tarantula ¢

housefly
2. June beetle #4-

3.

4. deer tick
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Survival in the Wild:

Hide and Seek

EEEF. KR

The chameleon' waits. It gets its secret weapon® ready. Soon an insect comes

within range’. The chameleon takes aim’. Zap! 1. aameeon v =ei
5 : $ 3 2. secret weapon | R
In less than a second., the chameleon has a meal. 5 AR
4. takeam it O aﬁ/&
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