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An inscription written by Comrade Deng Xiaoping for the Jingshan School of Beij-
ing on September 8. 1983:"Education should be geared to modernization. the world
and the future”.
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A bronze statue of Comrade Zhou Enlai and his inscriptions in the Nankai Middle School of Tianjin.
Zhou Enlai, a great proletarian revolutionary, once studied here.
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A newly—built village primary

school in Shunyi County, Beijing.
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The hasic education in the People’s Republic of school education. pre-school education, and special

China comprises secondary and primary general education.

SECONDARY AND PRIMARY GENERAL
SCHOOL EDUCATION
Secondary and primary general school educa-
12

school and the lower secondary school which take 9

tion lasts vears through 3 stages: the primary
years as compulsory education, and the 3—year up
per secondary school. In the 40 vears since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949
secondary and primary general education has
undergone great changes,

(1) Rapid growth

Education was very backward in old China. In
1946, the peak veur in educational development,
there were only 289,000 primary schools with 23.683
million pupils, and 4,266 secondary schools with
1.496 million pupils, of whom 318,000 were upper
secondary school pupils, and 1.178 million were low-
er secondary school pupils. Since 1949 secondary
and primary school education has been advancing
rapidly. By 1988, primary schools numbered 793,000

with 125.358 million pupils, and secondary schools
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numbered 91,492 (including 16,524 upper secondary

schools and full secondary schools, and 74,946 lower

secondary schools) with a total enrollment of 47.615
million (including 7.46 million upper secondary
school and 40.155 million lower secondary school ).
As compared with the year 1946, primary schools
had increased by 1.7 times, and secondary schools by
20.5 times; primary school enrollment by 4.3 times,
and secondary school enrollment by 30.8 times (22.5

times for upper secondary school students, and 33.1

times for school students).

(2) More even distribution

Since 1949 tremendous efforts have been made
to promote secondary and primary school education
in rural and mining areas. and in border regions and
regions inhabited by the minority nationalities. As a
result, the uneven distribution of schools in the old

days has basicuily changed. Today. well-facilitated



full secondary schools or upper secondary schools
are found in all the counties in the country. Most ru-
ral townships have lower secondary schools and cen-
tral primary schools, most villages have a primary
school. Before 1949 there was not a single modern
secondary or primary general school in the whole of
the Xizang (Tibet) Autonomous Region. But now
the Region has 2,453 primary schools and 60 secon-
dary schools. In Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Re-
gion, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and Qinghai
province there were, respectively, 8, 19, and 4 secon-
dary schools and a small number of primary schools
before liberation. But in 1988, in these regions there
were , respectively, 7,497, 4,226 and 3,709 primary
schools, and 2,054, 440 and 479 secondary schools.
The growth of primary and secondary schoo! educa-
tion in these areas is much faster than the average
growth rate in the whole country.

(3) Implementing 9—year compulsory
education and restructuring secondary edu-
cation.

The Decision of the CPC Central Committee on
Reforms of Educational Structure issued in ]98?‘
9-year compulsory education was to be imple-
mented in China and the secondary education was to

be restructured . In 1986, the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress promulgated the
Compulsory Education Law of the people’s Repub-

lic of China, thus putting the universalization of ed
ucation on a legal basis. Now the law is being in-
plemented step by step, stage by stage, and area by
area.

The restructuring of secondary education begiin
in the latter part of the 1950’s. During the internul
turmoil from 1966 to 1976, the work was seriousty
disrupted, resulting in a blind growth of secondary
general school education to the total neglect of other
secondary education. In 1976, the proportion of up-
per secondary general school students reached 94.2
percent of all students receiving upper secondary ed-
ucation. But in 1988, as a result of the restructuring
of secondary education and tremendous develop-
ment of vocational and technical education, the stu

dents in all upper secondary schools numbered
7.4598 million, and those in upper secondary voca-
tional and technical schools numbered 5.557 million.
The proportion of upper secondaiy general school
students was 57.3 percent of all students receiving
upper secondary education. In many cities it was
lower than 50 percent, and in some it dropped below
40 percent. The structure of secondary education is
tending to be more rational.
(4)Higher quality of education

Since 1949, a series of measures have been taken
to reform the training goals, educational systems,
curriculum, and tesching content and methods of
primary and secondary school education of old days.
These efforts have effected a fundamental change in
the nature of schools, and educational provision and
teaching have shown marked improvement in quali-
ty. In April 1978, at a national meeting on educa-
tiona] work it was pointed out that work for better
educational quality should ‘proceed from secondary
and primary schools to lay a solid foundation’. Since
then secondary and primary school education in
China has shown a vitality and vigour unseen in his-
tory.

In recent years, graduates from primary and
lower and upper secondary schools have made re-
markable academic achievements. And secondary
school students have won glory for the country in in-
ternational competitions in some subjects. In

1986—1989, Chinese secondary school students par-
ticipating in Olympic competitions in mathematics,
physics and chemistry won 19 gold medals , 21 silver
medals and 14 bronze medals. In 1989, in these
competitions the 15 Chinese participants from sec-
ondary schools all won awards. In group perform-
ance they were placed Ist in mathematics, 2nd in
physics, and 3rd in chemistry (with 1st place in the
theoretical part). In 1989 China was represented in
the information science Olympic for the first time
and the 3 Chinese participants all won medals.

In the last 40 years, generation after generation
of youth have received socialist basic education.
Now China has 480 million primary school gradu-



ates and 304 million lower and upper secondary
school graduates. Some of them have gone up to
higher schools and all the rest are at the productive
and other posts

(5)Increase of Teachers

Since 1949, a system of teacher education. va-
ried in level and form. has been established to keep
with the needs of secondary and primary general
school education. This system is involved with

in—service training as well as training of new teach

PRE-SCHOOL

Pre—schoul education in China started from a
very low level In 1946 there were in the whole coun
try only 1,301 kindergartens with 130,000 children.
Since 1949 the Party and Government have paid
areal altention to pre—school education, making 1t
clear that pre—school education is an integral part of
China's socialist education | and in view of China's
crcumstances @ policy of running kindergartens
both by the state and the community or individuals
in varied forms be adopted. Especially since the 3rd

Plenum of the [1th Central Committee of the

Chinese Cemmunist Party | pre—school education

ers . In 1988, as compared with 1946, the number of
full-time primary school teachers had grown from
864.000 to 5501 million . up 5.4 times. And the
number of full-time secondary school teachers had
from 77.000 to 2960 million, up 369 times. The
broad masses of teachers have been advancing polit-
ically as well as professionally. Facts have proved
that they love the Chinese Communist Party and
their socialist country and are dedicated to the cause

of people’s education.

EDUCATION

has been undergoing a vigorous development and s
beginning to show a new pattern of operation by the
state . the collective . or individual citizens. Statistics
show that by 1988, there were in the whole country
171, 845 kindergartens, up 131 times over 1946, and
that the number of kindergarten children reached
18,5453 million . increasing by 141.7 umes over
1946. 1t 15 noted that of all children aged 3 to 6, 28
percent were in kindergartens . and that of all
6—vyear—old children, nearly 60 percent were in kin-

dergartens.

The campus of Xuejun
Secondary  School. Hangzhou.
Zhejiang Province.
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The No 1 Kindergarten
of the Anshan Iron &

Steel Corporation.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
57.617 pupils, up

In old China there were very few schools for
handicapped children. In 1946 ., schools for blind
and deaf children numbered only 42, with some
2.300 pupils . Since 1949, the Party and Government
have taken measures to promote special education
actively and steadily. In the last ten years . special
education has developed rapidly. By 1988, the num-

her of special education schools reached 577 with

China’s Primary and Secondary General Schools

13.43 23.80

respectively, over 1949,

times and times,

‘Furthermore, in 1979 China began to run on a
trial basis schools for mentally—retarded children.
By the end of 1988 the number of special education
schools of this kind had grown to 131 with 12.286
pupils. Thus a special education system is coming in

to being in China.

P rimary schools
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The Dongpo Primary School in Yixing City, Jiangsu Province. The schoal is

named after Su Dongpo, a famous man of letters of the Northern Song Dynasty.
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The Litong Jie No. I Primary School, Wuzhong City, Hui Autonomous Region of Ningxia,
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The Tibetan Secondary School in Beijing. The school, built with government'’s support,

is designed to the training of Tibetan students. It’s a combined lower and upper secondary school.
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The Tongze Secondary School in Haicheng  City,Liaoning Province. The school
was founded by General Zhang Xueliang, a well-known patriot.

BT o
General Yang Jingyw, & prominent commander
school is in I"nghu.l City,dilin Province.
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New School Buildings

Construction of new buildings for schools and kindergartens took on momentum na-
tion wide in the wake of the Decision on Reforming the EducationalStructure by the Cen-

tral Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. promulgated in May. 1985, which gener-

ated a national awareness for basic education.
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