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The Strong Man and the Dwarf

NYHERE came from far-off lands a strong man
who had nowhere met his match1, and he chal-
lenged any one in the whole kingdom to ‘wrestle
with him, The king gathered his folk together, but,
to his wonder2, could not for a long time find
anybody ready to face the strong man till, at last,
there stood forth a weak,insignificant-looking 3 dwarf
who offered to wrestle with the giant,

Haughtily looking down on his adversary, the
giant carelessly turned away, thinking that he was
befooled4, But the dwarf asked that his strength
should be put to the proof5 before the struggle
began,

The giant angrily seized a stone and, clasping it
in-his fingers, squeezed moisture out of it§,

. The dwarf cunningly replaced the stone by a
spange of the same appearance?, and squeezed stllI
more moisture out of it, ’

The giant then took another stone and threw it
so violently on the ground that it became dust,

The dwarf took a stone, hid it under the ground,
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and threw on the ground a handful of flour, to the
great astonishment of the giant8,

Stretching forth his hand to the dwarf, the giant
said, “I never expected to find so much §trength in
such a small man; I will not wrestle with you, but
give me your hand in token of friendship and brother-
hoods,”

After this the giant asked the dwarf to go home
with him, but first he asked the dwarf why he had
not pressed his hand in a brotherly manner, The
dwarf replied that he was unable to moderate the
force of his pressure10, and that more than one man
had already died from the fearful force of his hand,
The new brothers then set outl! together, On their
way to the giant’s house they came to a stream
which had to be forded,

The dwarf, fearing to be carried away by the
current12, told the strong man that he was suffering
from belly-ache, and did not therefore wish to go
into the cold water, so he asked to be carried over,

In the midst of the stream the strong man, with
the dwarf on his shoulders, suddenly stopped and
said, “I have heard that strong people are heavy,
but I do not feel you on my shoulders, Tell me how
this is, for God’s sake,” ‘

“Since we have become brothers,” replied the
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dwarf, “I have no right to press with all my weight
upon you, and did I not support myself by holding
on to the sky with one hand, you could never carry
me13,”

But the strong man, wishing to test his strength,
asked the dwarf to drop his hand for a moment,
whereupon the dwarf took from his pocket two nails
and stuck the sharp points of them in the shoulders
of the strong man,

The giant could not endure the pain, He begged
the dwarf to lighten his burden at once and lay hold
of 14 heaven with one hand again,

When they had reached the other side the two
new friends soon came to the strong man’s house,
The giant, wishing to give a dinner to the Adwarf,
proposed that they should share the work of getting
it ready——tl‘a-at one of them should take the bread
out - of the oven, wlule the other went to the cellar
for ‘wine,

The dwarf saw in the oven an immense -loaf
whicl} he could never have lifted, so he éhos'e to go
to the cellar for wine, But when he had descended
he was unable even to lift the weights on the top of

the jars, so thinking that by this time fhe giant’

would have taken the loaf out of the oven, he cried,
“Shall T bring up all the jarsy”



The giant, alarmed lest the dwarf should spoil
his whole year’s stock of wine by digging the jars
out of the ground where they were buried, rushed

down into the cellar15, and the dwarf went upstairs,




But great was the astonishment of the dwart
when he found that the bread was still in the oven,
and that he must take it out, willy-nilly18, He
succeeded with difficulty in dragging a loaf to the
edge of the oven, but then he fell with the hot bread
on top of him17, and, being unable to free himself,
was almost smothered 18,

Just then the giant came in and asked what had
happened, The dwarf replied, “As I told you this
morning, I am suffering from a stomach-ache, and,
in order to s‘qotAhe the pain, | applied the hot loaf
as a plaster18,” Then the giant came up and said,
“Poor fellow; How do you feel now, after your
plasterg” “Bettér, thank God,” replied -the dwarf,
“1 feel so much better that you can tch off the
loaf20,” The giant. lifted the loaf, and the two then
sat- down to dinner, Suddenly the giant sneezed so
hard that the dwarf was blown up to the roof, and

seized -a: beam ‘so- that Hhe -should not fall down

again2l, The giant looked up with astoni’éhmentZZ
and asked,“What does this mean?” The dwarf angrily
rephed “If you do such a vulgar thmg again I shall
pull, ,thlS beam out and break it over your Stup1d
head ® The gxant made humble excuses23, and prom-
ised tlrat he would never smeeze again during
dinner-timey -he then brought a ladder by - which the
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dwarf came down,

(From Georgian Folk Tales, translated by
Marjory Wardrop)
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Mrs. Moodle and the Tea-tray -

WONDER whether any of you remember Mrys,

Moodle and her poodle, Troodle, and her funny
maid, Boodle?

Well, in casel you don’t, I must remind you
that Mrs, Moodle was a very nice, comfortable old
thmgz who wore a dress made of lovely shiny biack
satin3’, with little frills all the way up4, and a
bonnet with a pink rose in it5, And she always
carried an open umbrella, Now do you remember?

. Well, one morning Mrs, Moodle was readm‘g, her
pépep? and this is what she saw, ‘

“Why go abroad for winter sports? You can
enjoy all; the thrills of tobogganing in your own home.
by sliding down the stairs on a tea—tray6,” .

“®*What a wonderful ideal,” said Mrys, Moo‘d-le‘,'
“I shall certainly try it at once, :

So Boodle was told to brmg ‘the tin tray from
the k1tchen dresser8 It was a very mce tray, vuth
a gold border all round it9,

“Why go abroad for winter sports Boodley”
said Mrs, Moodle,
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“I'm sure I don’t know, muml0,” said Boodle,

“That’s ju,s‘t" it, Boodle,” said Mrs, Moodle,
“Give me the tea-tray,”

Mrs, Moodle spent a delightful morning toboggan—

ing down the stairs, The stairs went from the first
floor into the hall in ox’fe perfectly - straight flight,
I don*t. know how many times. she climbed up and
tea~trayed down, She: seemed to get quicker and
quicker at it, Boodle was,xnthe kitchen, she couldn’t
be persuaded to hav’e" a gol, but she could hear
Mrs, Moodle arrive each time w1th a bump on the
rug12 at the foot of the stalrs and slide aeross the
hall, _

She slid right up to the front dookr.

Boodle was so busy listening to the bumps that
she never heard the front-door bell, which rang in
the scullery 13, Mrs, Moodle didn’t hear it either, she
was far too excited, Once, twice, it rang, ‘

* Then the person on the doorstep grew impatient,

He turned the handle, The door opened, and he
came forward .into the hall, And jusf at that
moment Mrs, Moodle came flying down the stairs on
her tea-tray, : .

“Look out)” she yelled, But it was too late,

She dashed, tea-tray and all, right into the legs

of the stranger who had come. in, and sent- him
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““i“‘e‘---v 3 3 ; .
sprawling on to his back 14,

He picked himself upl$, and Mrs, Moodle picked

herself up, and neither of them spoke for a minute,
The stranger was too annoyed and astonished to
speak16, I think, Mrs, Moodle was too confused,
At last the stranger found his voice17,
“Are you Mrs, Moodle?” he gasped 18,

“Yes,” said Mrs, Moodle,
“Well,

10

I never19,” said the stranger, And ke



turned round and walked out of the front door, and

was never seen again,

Boodle says she’s sure he was Mrs, Moodle’s
long-lost cousin from Australia who had come to
give her half his fortune20, He had a little black
bag, which she says they always have,

Mrs, Moodle sometimes wonders whether he was
a long-lost cousin, But he’s never come back,

(Rose Fyleman)
(F W
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