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Unit 1

Pa_rt A

$.0.S,

(From SUPPLEMENTARY TEACHING MATERIAL, "Tsinghua
University, 1982) SRR AV

1. Warm-up Questions

1. ‘Do you like to live in a town “or the coun-
tryéidé, why? S

2. What are the merits and - demerits in living
in a town?

3. What are the merits and demerits in living
in the countrysidey

4. what is meant by the disturbance of the na-
tural balanceq

5. Can any one ot you tell us some fact to show

~ that there is upset of the ecology in Chinag
(In the’ countryside rats and mice feed on

crops. Snakes and owls prey on rats and mice.

¢« 1 3



rl'

When rats and mice are numerous, their ene~-

mies become numerous too, because there is
so much to feed upon. At this time both si-
des stay in balance with one another. Then
man enters the scene. He looks on animals
such as snakes and owls .s unlucky and harm-
ful. He kills as many as possible. In doing
so he literally helps rats and mice to survive
and multiply (=increase) without control.
Soon their large population has eaten the
crops raised by man. Man suffers for his dis—
turbance of the ecology.)

Main Ideas of Each Paragraph

Par,1 The environment means all the things or-
conditions that surround us and act upon
our lives.

Par,2 Ecology means the relationships between:
living things and their environment or the:
science of these relationships.

Par,8-4 Man is the main destroyer of the en-

vironment.

Par,5 Man has the duty to put matters right.

Par,8 Overpopulation and the running out of na-
tural resources are the main causes of the
earth’s trouble.



1.

Par,7 Lack of food, which is another trouble, is

caused by the loss of the soil fertility.

Par,8 The situation is becoming more and more

1.

dangerous. Only in the hands of the young

lies the remedy.

Outline

Environment
1> The whole ot the circumstances surround-
ing us |
2) Their influences upon us
3) Differences
a) in the overcrowded urban areas
b) in the spacious rural areas
Ecology
1) The interrelationship of living things and
their surroundings
a) when in balance
b) when out of balance
2) The scientific study of the environments
Man’s damage to the ecology
1) Why: (out of greed, ignorance, and was~
tefulness)
2) How:
a) pollution
b) overpopulation



) exhaustwn of natural resources .
D makmg fertile land into deserts
3) The situation is becommg worse and worse.

4. Remedy in the hands of the young

¥ . Paraphrases

$5,0,5,+ An internationally recognized signal (three dots, three
dashes, three dots in Morse Code) used In radiotelegraphy to
call for help in distress, Usunally It has been given strained
interpretations as “Save Our Sonl(or Ship)®, “Suspena Other
Service”, which are wrong conclusions drawn by farfetched
analogies, In order to show the urgenc;r of his topic, the author
uses S O,S, as the title ot this essay, meaning his article deals
with something requiring immediate attention
Par1 L2 “(The environment is)...literally every-
thing that can affect us in any way.”t
The environment actually means every-
thing (surrounding us) that can produce
an effect on us in any respect.
Par1 L4 “..-where everyone is on top of everyone
else. ”:
where people are crowded close toge-
ther.
Par1 L5 “(The environment...) is a far cry from
that of the countryside. ”:
The environment of a town is quite
different from that of the countryside.



