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FOREWORD

China is a country with deep environmental values built
through tradition, culture and history hence there is a growing
concern about the preservation and sound use of the existing nat-
ural resources while at the same time allowing for development.
This country has a large number of freshwater bodies prone to be
affected directly or indirectly by human activities hence requiring
the know-how to avoid their degradation. Unfortunately, an im-
portant number of lakes and reservoirs are already suffering from
the input of organic compounds originated from urban, industrial
and agricultural activities which are affecting their characteristics
becoming eutrophied which results in enormous environmental

problems as well as societal inconformity and economic losses.

The Wuhan Environmental Protection Bureau has become
very active in the recuperation of Donghu Lake by undertaking a
number of efforts some of which have been supported by UNEP-
IETC and the Institute of Hydrobiology of the Chinese Academy
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of Science (amongst others). On the later it is of particular rele-
vance to highlight the participation of Prof. Dr. LIU Jiankang
who is a distinguished Member of the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ence and has kindly translated the present publication into Chi-
nese which is to be printed and sponsored by the Publication

Foundation of the Chinese Academy of Science.

It is worth to note that the Abridged Version has already
been translated from English into Portuguese and Spanish. The
present Chinese version becomes complementary to efforts ai-
ming at the sound management of freshwater resources in the

world.

IS A Voo

Steve Halls
Director
UNEP-IETC
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