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Abstract

Among a great variety of territorial communities around the
globe,national community is undoubtedly the most typical one. As
a result of sectional (regional) differences in geography, resource
endowment, and secial~historical~cultural equipment, the econom-
ic development tends to be unbalanced among different sections
within the same nation, which constitutes a serious challenge to
the internal conesion of modern national state, particularly those
with broad spatial expression. The disintegration of the former
Soviet Union and east European countries, the controversy over
the independence of Quebec, Canada, the bloodshed in Kosovo,
and the protracted peace process in Northern Island:::-- National
communities in the post—Cold War era have to manipulate not
only those centrifugal forces from within, but “globalization”pres-
sures from without: Does the cohesion of national community
have to be laid upon the ethnic/cultural homogeneity of those
who are living in it? Can such homogeneity overcome the cen-
trifugal forces as a result of regional unbalances in economic de-
velopment? Is it possible to build modern NATION upon a com-
munity of different ethnic groups? ----

With such a QUESTION CONSCIOUSNESS in mind, the au-
thor focuses the study on the intrinsic integrating dynamics with-

in the political community of the United States by exploring the
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