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1 Beethoven’s Kiss'

As | was giving a master class® for young pian-
ists® in Saarbrucken, West Germany*, in September,
1985, I felt that one student would do even better
ié given a pat on the back® I praised him’ before
the whole class for what distinguished his playing®,
He immediately outdid himself?, to his amazement® -
and that of the group, A few words brought ont
the best in him, o :

How happy and proud the {irst praxse [ remem-
ber receiving made me feely® ] was seven, and my
father asked fof belp in the garden, I worked as.
bard as I could and was richly rewarded when he
kissed me and said, “Thanks, son, you did very
well ® His words still ring in my ears more than six
decades later!®,

At 16, I was in the mxdst of a personal crisis'
arising. from differences with my music teacher Then
the renowned!? pxanlst mel von Sauer!s, Lxszt st
last surviving pupil'®, came o. .Budapest'® and
asked me to play for kim, He,listened,ﬁigytentlyi’ to
Bach's Toccata in C Major!® and requested more, I
put all my heart into playing Beethoven’s “Pathe~
tique” sonata!® and continued with Schumann’s “Pa-

1



pillons”®®_ Finally, von Sauer rose and kissed me on
the forehead, “My son,” he said, “when 1 was your
age | became a studeat of Liszt, He kissed me on
the forehead after my f{irst lesson, saying, ‘Take
good care of this kiss--it comes from Beethoven,
who gave it to me after hearing my play’, I have
waited for years to. pass on this sacred heritnge?,
but now .l feel you deserve it®” )

Nothing in my life has meant as much to me as
von Sauer's praise, Beethoven’s kiss miraculously
lifted me out of my crisis®® and helped me become
the pianist [ am today, Soon I in return will pass
it on to the one who most deserves it,

Praise is a potent force™, a candle. in a dark
room, It is 2 magic®®, and I marvel that it always
works?®, ‘ ;

—by Andor Foldes®

o
1. Beethoven's kiss: M F2% £RBONBEHEBERN 235,
HETI7704E, 18274t MRIAEN « RBRWEY . AR
 EBED ESNRRBEBRIOT RER.
2., a master class: HDEH,
8. pianist: $IEEREE,
~ 4, Saarbrucken, West Germany: iﬁﬁﬂ;zﬁgﬁ-, s,
5. if given a pat on the back: MBRIAM MM (FREIE—T).
6. 1 praised him - for what distinguished his playing:
REHMBRL A 24,
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He immediately outdid himself: fh~7 2135 thith AR .
to his amazement: fH{#iIRF,

How happy and proud the first praise I remember re-
ceiving made me feel! ZEFHKITH MK —KZENRY F RE
ESIE A2 SEN=E 3|

His words still\rip_g in my ears more than six decades
later: NTZERF WS REIRIT W EIBEE,

in the midst of a personal crisis: EAMABEWEE D,
renowned: FEZE,

Emil von Sauer: &X « 73 « &R,

Liszt’s: ZH45ay, Liszt: ZEHi4y (1811—1886 ), &1F F| ¥
EHEMEME, )

last surviving pupil: BRF—MBIRIEENF &,

Budapest: kM, &9F 75, ‘

listened intently: % 0MBUWT,

Bach’s Toccata in C Major, E#kChk Vi 1L-E& #h, b4
F1685, FLTF1750, REEEHE, -
Beethoven’s “Pathetique” sonata: BlZZha0 «IEigZ2n @i,
Schumann’s “Papillons”; @SEEM & 4 2 (1810—1856)
CHIREY,

this sacred heritage, X EZHy8i=,

you deserve it, {RECEERIE ( MLz ),

Beethoven’s kiss miraculously lifted me out of my
crisisy N 2WHYERER TR,

a potent force: a powerful force: 3BApydE,

a magic: —FhEH, '

I marvel that it always works: RBWEEM X B &% 7,
(AT 3 Tk

Andor Foldes: %8 . BRI, ZENTEHEE, £TQ
TR, BEEBERT.



2 Square Tomato

The trouble with science is that the better
world for which it strains is an illusion! Science
cannot make the world better, It can only replace
old things in the world with new thidgs{

w I see in the papers that science has made a
square tomato, The story runs om about the
advantages of this deed, such as; square tomatoes are
easier to pack than tomato-shaped tomatoes; the new
square tomato is tougher than its predecessor’ and
can, therefore, be more easily packed by machinery,
and so forth,

In all these raves?, there is not a word about
the square t;)ma’t;-itasting better than the old tomato,

The purpose of a tomato is to taste like a to-
mato, and if it doesn’t, it is not a miracle, but a
failure, If its purpose is to be hard, it might as
well be a potato, If its purpose is to be square, it
might as well be a cardboard box* And if we don’t
care whether it tastes like a tomato or not, why
is science wasting its time making square tomatoes
when it could be making cardboard boxes that
look like potatoes? B

—by Russell Baker in New York Times



