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In the northweastern part of the Pacific Ocean. one of the high fi
shery production areas in the world, lies the People's Republic of China.
Its waters cover 40 latitudes from the tropical through temperate zones.
Five water areas of Bohai, Yellow Sea, East and South China  Seas as
well as the Pacific in the eastern coast of Taiwan are vast and superior
in natural conditions. The mainland coast line starts from the mouth of
the Yalu River in Liaoning Province down to the mouth of Beilun River in
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region over18 000 km. it can be add up to
above 32 000 km if 5000 more is lands are counted. The coast is lqng
and Curved to form many excellent bays and harbours. The fishing area
within the continental shelf of 200 meter isobath amounts to 1.5 million
square km, providing a cultivable area of shallow water and mudflats of
about 1.3 million hectares. Many rivers along the coast, such as the
Yangtza, the Yellow and the Pearl, flow into the sea with plenty of organ-
isms, which fertilise the sea water and create an excellent place for living,
growth and propagation of marine animals and plants. Various species of
fish, crustaceans, mulluscs and seaweeds are produced.

There is also abundant inland waters in China. Rivers lakes,reservoirs
and ponds can be found anywhere across the country. More than 5 million
hectares of the total 20 million hectares of intand water area can be easily
developed for fish culture

China has a long history of fishing and fish culture. But however,
before 1949 when the People's Republic of China was founded, the back—
ground of fisheries was very poor. The total fishery production in 1949
came only to 0.45 million tonnes. After 1949, the new government set up
organizations for fishery management and adopted backup measures,
such as loans to fishermen , the production was developed step by step.

1By 1957, the total production reached to 3,12 million tonnes, But in the
{ following years, the production development became slow due to improper
! policies and management. Since 1978, the gavernment implemented ~the

policy of opening of to the outside world and enlivening domestic economy,
paying greater attention to the proper utilisation of natural resources, de-
veloping aquaculture and improving quality of products. At the same time,
the system of prodiction responsibilities is executed and the achievements
in scierice and technology are spreed and  applied in  production,
protection and propagation of natural resources are strengthened. In this
way, the praduction is rapidly developed. By 1989, the total production of
fisheries amounted to 11.5 million tonnes, it made China became the th—
ird country that with annual production mare than 10 million tonnes. The
average per- capita consumption of fishery products reached 10.4kg. The
area of mariculture and freshwater fish culture developed to 4.23 million
hectares with a production of 5.75 million tonnes, made up 49.9% of the
total fishery production.it isplannedthat, by the end of this century, the
total fishery production will reach 18 million tonnes, among which, more
than 70% by farming.
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