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The Chinese nation with a long history and the Chinese culture,Jong-standing and well established,is endowed by nature within a
vast territory of 960 sq.km.With famous mountains and great rivers,scenic spots and historical sites and brilliant culture.The
Essence Collection of Chinese Fumous Masters’ Calligraphy and Scenic Spots written by Mr Zheng Guogiang has collected the
beautiful scenic spots and the calligraphy by celebrated masters with different styles.It has a collection of famous accnery of
peaks.valleys, waterfalls and gardens and a perfect combinaton of regular script,running script,official script and seal script.

Mr Zheng Guoqiang spent several years in laboriously collecting the essence of nature, the cream of sculptural art, casting aside
secular ideas to appreciate the beauty in the world, to cherish scenic spots and calligraphy, and mould his temperament close at
hand. The publishing of the “collection™ will enable readers to appreciate the “treasure” of the Chinese nation.It will attract great
admiration and praise.

This is an introduction to the album.

(At the age of 94)
August 1997in Bejing
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In the long and difficult journey of life,when there is some leisure time and chatting with friends,one can find the taste
in refined pleasure.One may often wonder that through arduous work he should make some achievement. Looking
around the universe with great mountains and great rivers,people traveling back and forth like busy ants,one may see
precipitous ranges and smooth terrain, masterpieces by heavenl without any human touch. Everything begins from
there and success evolves from there! Mr Guo Qiang's A Collection of Calligraphy for Famous Scenic Spots by
Celebrated Chinese Calligraphersis a cause derived from this.
With his career in mind Guo Qiang travelled all over the country,in rain or shine,against wind and storm,treading
ancient paths and off the beaten track and exploring famous monasteries deep in the mountains.and met with
common people and learned scholars.He covered thousands of miles and read thousands of books,gathering his
inspiration from the lines-creating pleasure from hard labour,absorbing wisdom and the genius from different
resources,he finally completed his work.
When one,having gone through the bustling world,sits inhis quiet study,sipping fragrant tea and reading the book,he
will relax his body and mind amidst the beauty of natural scenery.There is a vast expanse of land before him;smiling
at the extermination of gencrations of aggressors,he will close the book and fall into meditation,consigning shame and
honour to the dancing lines,which have gathered strength in a long history. Sighing for the emptiness of undeserved
reputation, which floats like smoke and drizzling rain, and, resting with mental tranquility and reposing in body and
mind, he sees the merit of this album.
I have known Guo Qiang for several years, though not very intimate. He never showed off himself, but earnest and
down-to-earth.When he accorded me the favour of writing a preface for his album, I did it with reverence and awe.
Later, I found out that Mr Gu Tinglong had already written one for him,I felt more sorry when [ learned Mr Gu passed
away the year before. 1 find his posthumous writing the more precious, I am writing this after Mr Gu Tinglong to
express what 1 have gained from his work.

Autumn 1998
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YU GARDEN

An epitome of gardens south of the Yangtse River

Located in the Old City God Temple area in Nanshi District of Shanghai, it was for merly a private garden of the Ming Dynasty official Pan
Yunduan. It is one of the famous gardens south of the Yangtse River.Yu implies the meaning ofpleasing the parents;hence the name.There are in
the garden rockeries,pavilions, terraces, halls and chambers,lotus ponds,winding paths,little bridges over bubbling streams, small courtyards,all
attracting visitors with interest. The garden though small but strikes one as large,delicate and exquisite.It is an epitome of gardens south of the

Yangtse River. Although it is located amidst bustling downtown,it is quietly elegant and provides people with a place for rest and sightseeing.
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JADE BUDDHA TEMPLE

A famous monastery in the country

Located on Anyuan Road, Shanghai,it was built during the reign of Qing Emperor Guangxu and rebuiit in 1918. There are the Maitreya Hall,the
Grand Hall and the Reclining Buddha Hall. A white jade statue of Buddha is kept in the Jade Buddha Chamber.It is 1.9 m tall, bright in lustre

with solemn expression. Upstairs are kept 7,000 volumes of Dazang sutra.lt is a famous monasteryin the country.
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