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Preface

You hate tests! We know that—but isn’t it a great feeling when you do well or better than

you expected on them?

The reason you fear the IELTS, actually any test for that matter, is because you don’t
understand it. Madame Currie once said, “Nothing is to be feared—only to be under-
stood” . Once you understand something you need not fear it any longer. We want to help

you understand this test and fear it a whole lot less.

This book is titled “Top 10 Secrets to Express Opinions in the IELTS Exam” . I know, the
word ‘secrets’ seems over-sensational, but all skills contain secrets—table tennis, com-
puter games, business—you name it! They are secrets because you are not told them in
the beginning. For example, people tell you lots about how io hit different shots in table
tennis and how to hold your racket, but no one tells you the really psychological skills that
make the difference. The professionals learn them along the way and sometimes you do
too, but it sure helps when you come across people who share tips that allow you to learn

just a little faster. That is merely what this book is meant to do.

This book is not meant as a way of feeding you with model questions and answers. There
are lots of books out there that do a good enough job of doing that already and, to tell you
the truth, we really wonder whether it works that well. The IELTS is a skill-based test.
Topics always change but the basic skills tested are pretty stable. It is like an old saying

in Chinese “Huan Tang bu huan yao” . The soup changes but the medicine doesn’t.

The approach we take is to tell you the most important secrets in the simplest and most
entertaining way possible. We know you’ ve been told, “No pain no gain” —but do you

really need so much of it? We believe you don’t need to confuse people to impress them,



nor do you need to scare people to death to motivate them. Our insights into the IELTS
are from experience and observation. We’ ve tested and taught people and know what the
major problems and obstacles are. This book communicates with you as if you were one of

our students in one of our lectures.

There are 4 books in our skill series, each focusing on a specific skill loaded with sub
skills. The book you have in your hands right this very moment is designed to help you
express opinions in both the speaking and writing IELTS exams.

We would like to thank all the students and examiners who contributed information. As
well we would like to give special thanks to our editor, Gu Wentong, who helped do an
admirable cleanup job on the book, as well as our fine translator, Lu Xiaoping, who did a
remarkable job of putting it into Chinese in a way that made sense.

We wish you joy as you read along.

Authors,

Nevin Blumer
Nicholas Krippendorf
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Introduction

Ay

| know you wish that the interviewers wouldn’t ask you for opinions or expianations. You
wish the writing topic was a story or personal statement,

| think the IELTS test should focus on the topics that Chinese can relate to. | think it is
unfair to be asked the things we haven’ t thought about before .

Justin, 23, Beijing

I’ve heard this argument a lot. | understand that IELTS may ask certain issues that may be
more popular in the West. But think of the big problem that university professors might have
when they hold an interactive discussion.

Professor: Ok, class. | would like to ask you what do you think some possible reasons are
for the economic decline that occurred during the early 80s in America. Anyone
cares to give me your ideas?

{ Long pause]

Professor: Anyone?



[ Long pause]
Professor: Please!
[ Another long pause]
Professor: How about you in the red shirt sitting in the front row?
Student: | have no idea.
Professor: Can you at least guess?
Student: No.

You can imagine how frustrated a professor would be after realising that no one could ex-
press his or her ideas or thoughts. A future empioyer hiring an immigrant may feel the same
way. So it is necessary for IELTS to focus on your ability to express ideas and opinions. We
do not just want people who can express facts and wishes—we want people to engage in
higher order thinking.

Think, think, think!

Well, | do sympathise with people who feel frustrated. After all, | have seen my students
make wonderful arguments in Chinese and display all the rhetorical skills of a philosopher
and a lawyer. However, when they speak English they may “clam up”. Why?

Here is an e -mail | received from a student.

Hi Nevin,

| hope you are well. | am fine but | am still afraid of my IELTS exam. It is next month.
My biggest fear is Stage 3 and the writing part, especially the second section .

| think | have many opinions to offer but | can only do it in Chinese. What can | do?

Thanks .

Patty
2




The problem is that opinions and explanations require more challenging forms of English.
Unfortunately, many students have not had enough practice and experience using that kind
of English.

The answer to your problem lies in getting the right practice. If it were as simple a matter of
going out and getting as much practice as you can then you wouldn’t need to even read
this book. However, the question is how to express and what to express and that takes a lit-
tle bit of guidance, especially since you don’t have that much time.

By the way, | did answer Patty’s letter.

Hi Patty,

| understand your worries but that won’ t change the fact that you are going to get lots of
these kinds of questions. Your skills will improve the more you practice them.

Opinions and explanations are emphasized because these are the skills that you will find
important. | would suggest that you focus your preparation on expressing opinions and

explanations on a variety of topics and learn how to handle unfamiliar topics .

You do not need special knowledge, and you just need to know how to guess.
Haven’ t you ever given an explanation to someone even when you weren’ t really sure?

Take care and let me know if you have any more difficulties .

Nevin




Keep Things Simple

| can’t say this enough—IELTS is a test of your
skills not your knowledge. That means that
when you are expressing yourself in the speak-
ing or the writing exam you have to demon-
strate your skills. If you are not able to express
very complicated forms then keep your expres-
sions simple.

Remember that you have a brilliant adult mind with a child’s English. Compromise a bit.
You cannot expect to translate complicated expressions in Chinese into English.

Does that mean you can only say simple sentences? Some students ask me “Won’t that af-
fect my score?” The answer is that you do not need to even think about simple and compli-
cated sentences because this should never be an issue. The issue is instead about which
structures you feel most comfortable with. If you feel comfortable with a particular grammati-
cal structure then choose it over one that you don’t.

| remember marking a student’s mock IELTS writing exam and looking over 2 compositions
a student had written. The first was done reasonable well. It was a written explanation for a
graph. The second one was, in a word, terrible. There were countless horrible grammar
mistakes but that wasn’t the big problem. The biggest problem was that | just could not un-
derstand what she was trying to say. She had attempted to use a formula that she got from
a school to write sophisticated adverbial terms and she was trying to overuse the passive
and neutral tone in her writing. Below are some of her sentences and | will let you judge for

yourself .

1. In these current days, it is often mentioned that women’ s role is so strong and
not to be in keeping with traditions that are binding upon the family structures .



2. It cannot be denied that women’' s progression is on the whole has benefit. On
the other hand it is also be a fact that it carries with it some faults .

3. From what | have just mentioned, then it is clear that women must to do more
and more of the traditional role which it has undertaken in the previous situation .

Do you understand what she was trying to say? Well, | didn’t at first, | must admit. | had to
put on my decipher ihinking cap and translate this into English.

I came up with this;

Sentence one: These days, many people say that women’ s stronger role challenges the

traditional family structure .

Sentence two: Most people realize that women’ s progress is good but there are some bad

elements .

Sentence three: | think it is clear that women should follow their traditional role more.

| didn’t show her my own transiations. Instead, | advised her first to write all her sentences
in child’s English. She protested and said that she had heard that if you wrote simple sen-
tences you could not get more than a 5 in the IELTS test. Since | had heard that a billion

times before | decided to ighore the comment.

She did and submitted an essay that was much clearer. She also admitted that as she was
writing she was able to combine simple sentences into compound sentences. | actually
knew that would happen because | had this instinct from experience that she would not feel
comfortable only writing the most basic sentences. Even when she attempted to write simple
sentences she ended up making reasonably long sentences.

It went something like this: (I have corrected some of the grammar mistakes . )



TOPIC: Women’ s role has changed. Do you think this is a good thing or a bad thing?
Discuss .

Women’ s role has changed. We cannot deny this. Some say this is not a good thing .
They think that it has damaged ftraditional family structures. | think they are right. These
are my reasons.

There are some benefits of women working. These benefits may be important. Howev-
er, they are not as important as our children. Women are the traditional caretakers of
children. We used to be the only people looking after children. Now many mothers have
careers. They spend less time with their children. They give the children to maids and
relatives . This is not good for a child.

The second reason is that women are meeting other people and spending less time with
their husbands . Husbands become jealous. When a husband feels powerless the rela-
tionship gets worse. | think women should devote their time to making the family happy .
Working outside increases the chances of divorce because the women have more op-

portunities to meet others .

| think for the reasons | have discussed women should think about devoting more time to
their families. They should give up their careers and stay home.

Her opinions were very old fashioned and | don’t agree with them but that doesn’t matter.
What matters is that she wrote with much more clarity. | now understood her position.

She was surprised when | told her that this ‘simple’ essay would land her about a 6, while
the previous, sophisticated essay would probably get a 4, if the marker was kind.

In writing and speaking, we communicate for practical reasons. Therefore, we use commu-
nication with which we feel comfortable. The reason that academics and intellectuals use
more complex language when they speak and write is because they are more comfortable
with it and they know how to use it effectively. It helps them express their thoughts better.



