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NEFF: It was a hot afterncon and I can still remember the
smell of huneysuckle all along that street. How could I have

known that murder can sometimes smell like honeysuckle.
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NEFF. What'd you think I was, anyway? A guy that walks

into a good-looking dame’s front parlor and says "Good af-
ternoon, [ sell accident insurance on husbands. Yow got one
that’s been around too long? Somebody you’d like to turn

into a little hard cash? Just give me a smile and I’ll help you
collect. ” Boy, what a dope you must think I am.
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NEFF: | knew [ had hold of a red-hot poker and the time to

" drop it was before it burned my hands off.

(FXRRMERT LIBE--RRBLANRIE. EERER
T2 A0 T AR E PR, U iR e i 30 2 0 0 BT MR
XERBRIRIE DT T LR - fth F7 N FE A5 BoP i i L
D

NEFF: [ was all twisted up inside, and I was still holding on
to that red-hot poker. And right then it came over me that 1
hadn’t walked out on anything at all, that the hook was too
strong, that this wasn’t the end between her and me. It was
only the beginning.
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NEFF: -- Because, in this business you can’t sleep for trying
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to figure out the tricks they could pull on you. You’re like
the guy behind the roulette wheel, watching the customers
to make sure they don’t crook the house. And then one
night, you get to thinking how you could crock the house
yourself, And do it smart. Because you’ve got that wheel
right under your hands. And you know every notch in it by
heart. And you figure all you need is a plant out in front, a
shill to put down the bet. And suddenly the doorbell rings
and the whole set-up is right there in the room with you.
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NEFF . There was no kidding myself any more. Those fates I
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was talking about had only been stalling me off. Now they
had thrown the switch, the gears had meshed. The machin-
ery had started to move and nothing could stop it. The time
for thinking had all run out.
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NEFF . - It was already getting dark. T took the Vermont Av

enue bus to [Los Feliz and walked from there up to the Diet-
richson house. There was that smell of honeysuckle again.
only stronger, now that it was evening.
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PHYLLIS: I loved you, Walter. And I hated him. But I
wasn’t going to do anything about it, not until I met you. It

was you had the plan. 1only wanted him dead. We went in-
to it together. We must come to the end together.
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NEFF; -+ Because the way it was now, she had me by the
throat. She could hang me higher than a kite any day she
felt like it. :
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NEFF .- When two people commit a murder, they're kind of
on a trolley car, and one can’t get off without the other.
They’re stuck with each other. They've got to ride all the
way to the end of the line. And it’s a one — way trip, and

the last stop is the cemetery.
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PHYLLIS : Listen, Walter. Maybe I had Zachette here so they
won’t get a chance to trip me up. So we can get that money
and be together.

NEFF; That’s cute. Say it again.

PHYLLIS :He came here the first time just to ask where Lola
was. | made him come back. 1 was working on him. He’s
crazy sort of guy, quick-tempered. I kept hammering into
him that she was with another man, so he’d get into one of
his jealous rages, and then I’d tell him where she was. And
you know what he’d have done to her, don’t you, Walter.

NEFF :Yeah, and for once I believe you. Because it’s just rot-

- ten enough.

PHYLLIS:We’re both rotten, Walter.

NEFF . Only you’re just a little more rotten. You're rotten
clear through. You got me to take care of your husband,
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and then you got Zachette to take care of Lola. and maybe
take care of me too. and then somebody else would have
come along to take care of Zachette for you. That’s the way
you operate, isn’t it. baby.

PHYLLIS: Suppose it is. Walter. Is what you’ve cooked up
for tonight any better?
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NEFF . Why didn’t you shoot. baby? (In reply Phyllis puts her

arms around him in complete surrender. ) Don’t tell me it’s
because you’ve been in love with me all this time.
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PHYLLIS:No. I never loved you, Walter. Not you, or any-
body else. I’m rotten to the heart. I used you, just as you
said. That’s all you ever meant to me—until a minute ago. 1
didn’t think anything like that could ever happen to me.

NEFF :I’m sorry. I'm not buying. :
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DOUBLE INDEMNITY

PART ONE

A DOWNTOWN INTERSECTION in Los Angeles fades
in: Tt is night, about two o’clock, very light traffic. —At the
left and in the immediate foreground a semaphore traffic signal
stands at GO. Approaching it at about thirty miles per hour is
a Dodge 1938 coupé. It is driven e_rlgii_c\ally and weaving a lit-
tle, but not out of control. When the car 15 about forty feet
away , the signal changes to STOP. The car makes no attempt
to stop but comes on through as a light NEWSPAPER
TRUCK is seen crossing the intersection at right angles. It
swerves and skids to avoid the Dodge, which goes on as
though nothing had happened. The truck stops with a panicky
screech of tires. There is a large sign on the truck: “READ
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES. ” The truck driver’s infuriated
face stares after the coupé.

The COUPE continues along the street, still weaving,
then slows down and pulls over toward the curb in front of a
tall office building. —The COUPE stops. The headlights are
turned off. For a second nothing happens, then the car door
opens slowly. A man eases himsel{ out onto the sidewalk and
stands a moment leaning on the open door to support himself.
He's a tall man, about thirty-five years old. From the way he
moves there seems to be something wrong with his left shoul-
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