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1 Up the chimney

Chimney-sweep boy

Tom was not a happy boy, His mother died when
he was very small, and Tom lived and worked with a
man called Grimes,

Grimes was & chimney-sweep, In those days the
smoke from all the fires in a house went up through
one big chimney, A man couldn’t go up the chimney,
but a very small boy could, Grimes made Tom go up
inside chimneys to clean them, It was very bad inside
the chimneys, ot

If Tom didn’t
work quickly, Grimes
hit him,}f Tom asked
for more food,Grimes
hit him, He wanted
Tom to stay small so
that he could go up
the chimneys.

They lived in a

dirty little house in a
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dirty street,and Tom never heard a kind word, Now
you know why he was unhappy, Perhaps you know

why he was sometimes naughty too,

The old woman in black

One day a man came riding on a horse down the
dirty little street, Tom threw a stone at the horse, The
horse jumped, and the man nearly fell off, He was an-
gry, but he said, ‘Tell me, you nzughty boy, where
does Mr Grimes live? He must come and clean the chim-
neys at the Big House, °

Grimes came out of his house, The man said, ‘Are
you Grimes? I work for Sir John at the Big House,
Bring your boy to clean the chimneys tomorrow.,’

The next day, Grimes got on his donkey to go to
Sir John’s house, He made Tom walk,

As they went along the road they saw a poor old
woman, She was very poor, She had bad shoes; and
her clothes were black and old and ugly,

Grimes said, ‘Do you want to ride with me on the
donkey?’

She said, ‘No,thank you. I’ll walk with this boy.’

So she walked with Tom and talked to him, She
asked a lot of questions; ‘Where do you live? Why is
your face so dirty? Haven’t you got any clean clo~
thes?’
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At the river

They went down a hill and came to a little river,
The sun was very hot, Grimes went to the river and
washed his face,

Tom went and began to wash his face too, Grimes
was angry and hit him,

*Why do you want to wash your face?’ Grimes
said, ‘It will soon be dirty again when you go up Sir
John’s chimneys..,,Come on}’

The poor woman in black looked at him, ‘I know
you, Grimes]’she said, ‘If you hit that boy again, 1’1l
be angry.’

Grimes looked at her, Then he looked down,

‘Go and sit down there, Grimes,’she said, ‘Tom,
go aand wash your face,’

When Tom’s face was clcan, she said, ‘Now you
may go on to Sir John’s house,’

She stood beside the little river, Tom and Grimes
went up on to the road, Tom looked back: the old
woman was not there] He couldn’t see her!She wasn’t
near the river, She wasn’t in the field]

‘Where is she hiding? ’Tom asked himself,

Grimes and Tom went on to the Big House, They
went to the back of the house, and a woman took them

into a big room, There was a great fire-place there,and
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Grimes made Tom go into it,
‘Go on)’said Grimes, and he hit Tom, ‘Up}’

2 Down the chimney and over

the wall

T he white room

Tom went up the chimney, Black dirt filled his
eyes and his nose and his mouth, He went up and up
and up, There were very many rooms,

In each room there was a fire-place, The chimney
went up at the back of the fire-places,

Tom went on, and on, and on; he went up to the
top, Then he came down—and down—and down—and
down, And as he came down, he cleaned the sides of
the chimney,The black smoke dust fell down the chim-
ney, and it covered Tom, It was hard for him to see;
his eyes were full of dust—and his nose, and his ears,
and his hair,,.

At last he thought, *This is the fire-place of the
big room where Grimes is waiting, | must go out here
—through this fire-place,’

So Tom went out from the chimney into the fire-
place, and out from the fire~place into the room,

It was not the big room] It was another room.



There were pictures of flowers on the white walls of
the room, There was a table with a pot of flowers on
it, There were chairs covered with beautiful cloth, Tom
had never seen such a beautiful room,

Then he saw a little white bed in the room, There
was a little girl in the bed, She was very beautiful,
Her eyes were shut,

She was asleep,

Tom ran back to === g
the fire—place, but he 1 é
hit the table, It fell,
and the pot of flow- /[y
ers fell, Crash The ()
little girl Cher name
was Ellie) opened her
eyes and saw Tom,
She cried out, ‘Ohj
Ohy Ohy HelpiHelp)
Helpy?

Tom runs away

People ran into the room, Tom jumped out of the
window, He fell on to a little tree, He fell down from
the tree, and he ran across the garden, People ran af-
ter him, He came to a wall; he climbed over the wall
and jumped down the other side, He was in a big
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field, He ran across the field and came to another
field, Then he went up a hill—and down—and over
another hill, He ran on—and on—and on,

The sun was very hot, He had had no food, He
wanted food and water, He fell down, He rtan on—
and fell down again,

‘I can’t go on,’” he thought, Then, from the top
of a hill, he saw a little house, near a river, There
was a garden in front of the house, There was a wo-
man in a white dress in the garden, ‘I’ll ask her for
foed and water,’ Tom said to himself,

He went down the hill,

It was a very long way.He went on—and on—and
on, He came to a lane, He went along the lane—a
long, long way, At last he was at the little house and
the garden, He opened the door,

3 The little house

The old woman in white

It was a very pretty room, There was a big fire-
place—with flowers in it (not a fire beacuse it was a
hot day) , There was a big chair near the fire-place,
An old woman in a white dress was sitting in the

chair, At her side there was a big cat, On the other
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side of the room there were twelve children, They
were doing their lessons at little tables, Some were
readings some were writing,

The old woman in white looked up, ‘Oht’she said,
‘A chimney-sweep] Go awayl The chimney is clean,

and I don’t want a chimney-sweep,’

Tom is ill

‘Water)’cried Toms and he fell down,

*Poor boy|’said the old woman, coming to him,
‘He’s ill,?

She took him up and put him on a bed in another
room, Then she brought him some milk and some
bread,

‘Eat the bread,’she said, ‘It’s good bread, I made
it myself,’

‘I can’t eat,’said Tom,

‘Poor boy,’said the old woman, ‘He’s very ill,’

He shut his eyes, His head was very hot,His body
was hots it was like fire.He thought of the cold water
in the little river, He thought of the poor woman in a
black dress, and the old woman in a white dress,

‘Cold water,” he said, ‘Cold—cold—water, Little
river,,.river..,water,’

Sleep came over him,



4 The dream

Cold water

Tom was asleep, but in his sleep he had a dream,
In his dream, he was at the side of the little river,

He looked down into the water, He could see the
stones under the water, and little {ish swimming among
the stones,and the long grass that grew up through the
water,

He put his hand in the water, “Cold; Cold}?

He thought that he saw the face of the old woman
in the water, Was it the old woman that he saw by
the river? Or was it the old woman in the little house?
He didn’t know, Then he looked again; there was no
face in the water, He looked behind hims no one was
there, He looked in the water agains and he saw the
face,

‘I want to be a fish,’he said, ‘I want to be a fish
and swim in the water,’

Down into the water

He put his feet in the water, He weat down into
the water, He saw the face of the old woman in front
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of him, The water came over his head,The old woman
was there in front of hims but she was not an old
woman, She was beautiful and young, She had a long
green dress made of water-plants and water-flowers on
her head, Water-fairies were swimming round her,
She said, ‘Fairies} I have brought you a new little
brother, I have come with him to this place from the
Big House, I have been with him all the time, but he
hasn’t seen me, You must be with him, but he mustn’t
see you, He mustn’t be harmed; no bad thing must
happen to him, He isn’t a bad boys he’s sometimes

naughty, but he’ll be a very good boy—in time,’

5 Tom, the waterbaby

Water creatures

Tom opened his eyes, He had been changed, He
had been changed into a waterbaby, He was swimming
along in the water, He was very happy. He swam up
to the top,The top of the water was his sky; he couldn’t
see out of it, He swam down to the bottom,
There were a lot of creatures living on the bottom,
Some of them were caddises, Each caddis lived in a
little house, It made its house by putting bits of wood
and bits of grass and little stcues on its body. The
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house had a little door, When the house was ready,
the caddis shut the door and went to sleep, As the
caddis was sleeping, it changed into a fly,

Tom is naughty

Tom wanted to see what was inside these ljttle
houses, He broke open the door of a caddis-house,
The water-fairies saw
him break the door,
and they were very
sad, The caddis was
very angry, She was
just going to sleep,

‘Why have you
done that?’ she cried,
‘You have broken my
door, I was just
going to sleep, Now
I must make a new
door, You naughty
boy; Go away)’

The little Fish

Tom swam on, He saw a lot of little fish, He
caught one little fish in his band; it was very afraid,
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It got away, but Tom caught another,

‘Ohy Ohi Ohy ’cried the little fish,

The other little fishes called out, “Save him] Save
him}?

Then the great big mother—fish came, with angry
eyes, and swam at Tom and hit him on the head, and
ker big mouth opened to bite him,

Tom opened his hand and the little fish got out of
it, and Tom swam quickly away,

Tom wasn’t happy, There were no other boys
here,There were caddises and fish and other creatures,
but they were angry with him and did not want to be
his friends, He had no friends in this place,

The ugly creature

He went on, Then he saw a creature in a hole in
the side of the river, It had a big body. The body was
inside a shell, The creature had six legs, It had big
eyes, Its face was like a donkey’s face.

‘Oht’said Tom. ‘What an ugly creaturey Ohy You
gre uglyy °?

Then a long arm came out very quickly and caught
Tom?’s nose,

‘Ow; Ow)’ cried Tom, ‘You’re hurting mejJ?

‘Am [ uglyy?

‘Noy NoJ Noj You’re beautiful,?

1



