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Lesson One
United Nations

The United Nations came into being on October
24, 1945, after the UN charter, signed at the
San Francisco Conference held from April 25 to
June 26, 1945, had been ratified by China,
France, Britain, the United States, the Sovie t
Union, and other signatory states,

The UN General Assembly holds regular ses-
sions every year beginning on the third Tuesday
in September., The assembly elects its own pres-
ident to hold office for twelve months, In
addition, there are seventeen vice-presidents
and seven chairmen of the assembly’s seven
standing committees, These officials unite
under the president to form the General Com-
mittee for each session,

The UN Secretariat is the administratives
organ of the United Nations, Its headquarter
are in New York City, but there is also a large
European office in Geneva, In addition, there
are smaller offices, mainly handling informa-

tion, im all the major capitals.



The head of the secretariat, the secretary
general, is assisted by a number of under-
secretaries general representing the major
powers and regions of the world and charged with
supervision of the principal activities of the
United Nations, The current secretary general
is Javier Perez de Cuellar,

The UN Security Counéil consists of fifteen
members of the United Nations, The People’s
Republic ' of China, France, Britain, the United
States aud the Soviet Union are permanent mem-
bers with veto power. The General Assembly
éle¢ts ten other members of the United Nations
to be nonpermanent members of the Security
council for a term of two years.

- As a planning and managing organ, the United
Nations Development Programmes(UNDP )was set up
in- 1966, with its headquarters in New York City.
The UNDP gives free financial and technical aid
to developing countries,

Since the UN charter came into force in 1945,
a large number of newly independent third-world
countries have been admitted as members, greatly
changing the UN’s balance of power, Today more
than one hundred and fifty countries have joined
the United Nations, It has become an important
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arena for third-world countries to get their
voices heard. | :

The United Nations should play a more impor-
tant role in maintaining world peace and paving
the way for a new and fair international econom-

ic order.

Words and Phrases

come into being JE R, =4, R

charter ['tfa:te] n. &

ratify ['reetifai] vt. #t#%

signatory ['signotori] a. B4K

session ['sefon] n. £y —EFLW

hold office £

in addition {s'diJon] % %k

vice [vaisla. EIfY

administrative [od'ministrativ] a. 7B, EHN

organ {'o:gon] n., ¥H

secretariat [, ,sekra'teariat] n, Bt

secretary general BH K
undersecretary general B& 4K

assist [a'sist] vt., thiy

represent [ .repri'zent] vt. {4F

power ['paus] n. XE; hE

region [‘ri:d3an] n, X
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