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(2) YDuring the 1960s doubts grew as to [ whether the application of the
death penalty was constitutional ] ; the question was raised as to [ whether execution
was “cruel and unusual punishment” of a kind ( forbidden by the Eighth Amendment
to the Coﬁstitution)] or [ whether it violated the requirement of the Fifth and Four-
teenth amendments ( thar all persons within the United States should be afforded e-

qual protection under the law) ].
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Unit 1

Text 1-1

What might be the next alarm bell to ring? Of course, a truck bomb would intensify national
nefvousness by making things that are ubiquitous—trucks—seem ominous. And high explosives
directed against, say, Hoover Dam would not only complicate life in the Southwest, it would -
underscore the unsettling message that even big things can be pulverized. © However, it is time to
think about attacks using things not solid and directed against things not as solid as skyscrapers or
dams. @

Consider cyberterrorism, assaults that can be undertaken from anywhere on the planet
against anything dependent on or directed by flows of information. Call this soft terrorism.
Although it can put lives in jeopardy, it can do its silent, stealthy work without tearing flesh or
pulverizing structures. It ¢an be a weapon of mass disruption rather than mass destruction, as was
explained by the President’ s Commission on Critical Infrastructure Protection in its 1997 report
on potential cyberattacks against the “system of systems” that is modern America.

“Life is good in America,” the report says, “because things work. When we flip the switch,
the lights come on. When we turn the tap, clean water flows.” Now suppose a sudden and drastic
shrinkage of life” s “taken for granted” quotient. The report notes that terrorist attacks have
usually been against single targets—individuals,.crowds, buildings. But today’s networked world
of complexity and interconnectedness has vast new vulnerabilities with a radius larger than that of
any imaginable bomb blast. Terrorists using computers might be able to disrupt information and
communications systems and, by doing so, attack banking and financial systems, energy
(electricity, oil, gas), and the systems for the physical distribution of America’ s economic
output. @

Hijacked aircraft and powdered anthrax—such terrorist tools are crude and scarce compared
with computers, which are everywhere and inexpensive. Wielded with sufficient cunning, they
can spread the demoralizing helplessness that is terrorism’s most important intended byproduct.
- Computers as weapons, even more than intercontinental ballistic missiles, render irrelevant the
physical geography—the two broad oceans and two peaceful neighbors—that once was the basis of
America’s sense of safety. ® -

A threat is a capability joined with a hostile intent. In early summer 1997 the U.S. military
conducted a threat-assessment exercise, code-named Eligible Receiver, to test the vulnerabilities
of “borderless cyber geography.” The results confirmed that in a software-driven world, an
enemy need not invade the territory, or the air over the territory, of a country in order to control
or damage that country’s resources.

The attack tools are on sale everywhere: computers, modems, software, telephones. The
attacks can shut down services or deliver harmful instructions. to systems. And a cyberattack may
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not be promptly discovered. The report says, “Computer intrusions do not announce their

presence the way a bomb does. ®©»

. [459 words]
1. This passage is mainly about

A. future terrorist attacks B. fighting against terrorism
C. weapons of mass disruption D. weapons of mass destruction
2. The underlined word “ubiquitous ” in the first paragraph most probably means
A. common B. real C. solid D. tangible
3. Soft terrorism is mainly directed against . ‘
A. dams B. skyscrapers
C. unsettling messages D. information systems
4. America’s sense of safety may be threatened to the greatest extent when are used as
terrorist weapons. ,
A. computers B. hijacked aircraft
C. powered anthrax D. intercontinental ballistic missiles

5. The threat-assessment exercise once conducted in U. S.
A. obscured its cyber geography
B. confirmed the potential threat of cyberattacks
C. rendered irrelevant its physical geography
D. enhanced America’s sense of safety considerably

Text 1-2

Foals are on their feet not long after being bgm. Chicks break through their shells and within
hours are pecking around for food. Snakes hatch and just slither away. Humans, on the other
hand, are completely helpless at birth and remain dependent on their parents for many years.

So why does it take humans so long to develop? Why is such an intelligent species helpless for
so many years? The quick answer, experts believe, is that humans are the most complex living -
system. And the more complex the system, the longer it takes to build.

The more involved answer has to do with evolution. It took billions of years for life to evolve
from single-celled microorganisms to large warm-blooded mammals. “The ultimate cause of this
evolution, the why and the how one genetic program is selected over another is not yet clear to
us,” says Calvin, a professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the University of
Washington in Seattle. But researchers have identified some of the evolutionary factors that may
have affected our developmental process, he says.

One of those factors dates back to around half a billion years ago, when two strategies for
protecting offspring emerged. One group of species began to operate under a more-is-better
strategy, where species ‘produced thousands of eggs so the odds increased that some of them would
survive to reproduce. ® The second group of species, which includes humans, took the opposite
approach. They began having fewer offspring and investing more energy in the development of
each. The logic is that the longer the young are protected and taught the tricks of the trade, so to
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speak, the better chance they have of surviving to reproduce. @

Another factor is called neoteny, a developmental trend where a juvenile appearance is
retained well past biological adulthood (the age at which we can reproduce). Just the fact that we
look young and vulnerable increases our chances of being taken care of. '

Experts say it’s likely that our development also is related to the gradual increase in human
brain size over millions of years. Limited by the size of the female pelvis, we evolved in a way that
allows for postnatal brain growth. Because the brain plays a key role in the development of the
body, this adaptation may have, in turn, forced the delay in much of our growth until we are
outside the womb. ® '

The higher intelligence and inquisitiveness of humans, our capacity for abstract thought and
ability to plan ahead also play a huge role in our slow development. “Humans are capable of doing
things that no other species can,” says Calvin, and it simply takes us a while to master the tasks
that we need to survive. ‘

Language is a good example of this. Léarning a language and the specifics of grammar,
syntax and context takes years, but humans are born with an innate drive to master it. ®

' [484 words]
1. The proper title for this passage should be
A. Investing in Our Youth
B. A General Feature of Higher Primates
C. The Higher Intelligence of Humans
D. Why Do We Take So Long to Develop?
2. It can be inferred from the passage that the author must be
A. a professor of psychiatry
' B. interested in mysteries of the universe
C. fully aware of the ignorance of humans
D. disappointed to realize the hopeless state of humans
3. Calvin thinks that the development process of humans is
A. wholly beyond comprehension
~ B. limited by the size of the female pelvis
C. primarily related to evolution
D. affected merely by two significant factors
4. According to this passage, the development of humans.
A. the strategy of investing in youth plays a significant role in
B. more-is-better strategy plays a key role in
C. neoteny is the dominant factor affecting
D. the innate drive to master language is the chief factor affecting
5. The author’s attitude towards the issue of “humans’ slow development” is
A. amazed B. biased C. curious D. puzzled

Text 1-3

One of the remarkable things about laughter is that it occurs unconsciously. You don’t
. Y 5 .



