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Phantom of the Opera

CHAPTER ONE
The Voice without a Face

uring the year of 1881, the Paris

D Opera House became very busy.
One night, the great opera “Faust” was play-
ing. When it ended, everyone shouted and
clapped happily for the new singer, Christine
Daae.

Christine could hardly believe that she had
done so well. For the first time, she had sung the
most famous part in Faust, the part of Margarita.
Usually Christine only sang small parts in the
operas, as she was young and inexperienced. But
then the actress who usually played Margarita
became ill suddenly, so young Christine had to
take her place.

Christine did a beautiful job as Margarita
and the audience loved her. Many people said
that she sang like a beautiful bird.
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Christine’s amazing talent surprised the
people. They had never really listened to her
sing before. They asked themselves why she had
only been given small parts in the operas.
“Such a wonderful singer deserves to always sing
in the lead parts!” they said to one another.

The singers in Faust and the opera workers
did not know why Christine suddenly sang so
beautifully. No one remembered Christine finding
a new singing teacher.

One actress said, laughing, “Why, she sang
terribly just six months ago!”

Even though the opera was over the people
stayed and talked about the performance. Mean-
while,a young man ran towards Christine’s dress-
ing room. His name was Raoul, and he was a
rich gentleman who people knew as the “Vi-
comte de Chagny” . He had seen Christine fall
down with exhaustion at the opera’s end, and he

was very worried about her.
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He ran to her room to see her. A crowd of
people was standing around her bed talking.
Raoul told the doctor that Christine should have
some fresh air and rest, so the doctor immediate-
ly told the excited people to go. Only himself,
Raoul, and Christine’s maid were left in the
room.

Raoul was relieved when Christine woke up
and smiled at him. He knelt down by her bed
and whispered, “Christine, I must speak to you
alone. It’s very important.”

“I'm sorry, Raoul,” she said softly, “I'm
very tired now. We can speak later.”

“Yes, please leave, sir,” said the doctor.
“Tll watch over Miss Daae and make sure she
rests.”

“Thank you, Doctor. I'm not ill, but I would
like to rest alone for a while, please,” Christine

said. Raoul thought to himself that her voice

sounded strange.



